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Town and parish 
digest

JUNE 2007

Planning Committee cycle - revisions to the Calendar of Meetings 
2007/08

On 21 June, Council agreed to a three-weekly cycle of Planning Committee meetings.  A 
revised calendar of meetings, reflecting the changes for 2007/08, is attached.

For further information contact Kathy Fiander, Democratic Services Officer, telephone 
01491 823649, email kathy.fiander@southoxon.gov.uk

Household Waste Survey

At the beginning of the year, we carried out a household waste survey about recycling and 
waste disposal in the district.

We sent a questionnaire to a random selection of ten thousand households throughout the 
district and there was a good response, with over four thousand replies.

The results from this survey will help us plan a waste strategy for the next 25 years.

To view a full report of the findings visit the recycling, rubbish and waste web page at 
www.southoxon.gov.uk

For further information contact Matthew Beesley, Waste Reduction Officer
matthew.beesley@southoxon.gov.uk

Proposed changes to how Housing Benefit is calculated

The Rent Service, an executive agency of the Department for Work and Pensions. is 
proposing to change the way it will calculate housing benefit in future.  The first areas it is 
looking at in South Oxfordshire are Thame and Chinnor. It proposes to determine a local 
housing allowance and link these areas with Aylesbury where rent levels are much lower.
The Rent Service will shortly look at the rest of South Oxfordshire and will implement the 
changes from 1 April 2008. 

A consequence of the changes proposed for Thame and Chinnor, and possibly elsewhere 
in the district, is that housing benefit levels will go down.  This has serious implications for 
the individuals concerned as housing benefit recipients will not be able to rent in the 
private sector in the areas affected, as their benefit will no longer cover the full market 
rent.  It also has serious implications for all council taxpayers as it will lead to a 
reintroduction of temporary accommodation at a much higher cost to the Council. 

South Oxfordshire, in line with all local authorities, is following Government policy in 
directing priority applicants in housing need towards the private rented sector using its very 
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successful Rent Deposit Scheme in order to prevent and reduce homelessness.  The 
proposed changes will not help the Council to meet government targets on homelessness.

The Council is making representations to try to get this proposed action reversed.

For further information please contact Bruce Cameron, Private Sector Housing Manager, 
telephone 01491 823227, email bruce.cameron@southoxon.gov.uk

Post Office closure motion

At its meeting on 19 April 2007, Council agreed the following motion:

“That this Council supports the retention of post offices in villages where the closure will 
have a disproportionate impact on the elderly and disadvantaged groups for whom access 
to transport to another post office or similar facilities is not a practicable option.

We strongly disagree with the criterion that there should be a three mile radius for a post 
office, it is simply not practical in our rural district and that we write again to Government 
stressing this point following the receipt of more than 30 letters from residents of Shiplake”.

The Department of Trade and Industry’s response is attached.

For further information please contact Steven Corrigan, Democratic Services Manager, 
01491 823049 or email steven.corrigan@southoxon.gov.uk

The Oxfordshire Data Observatory

Do you need information about South Oxfordshire, but are not sure where to find it?  The 
Oxfordshire Data Observatory hosts a wide variety of information on the people, politics, 
economy and environment of Oxfordshire.  You can search for information by theme or get 
information for specific areas via the ward and settlement profiles.   The profiles contain 
information on population, employment, education, skills and housing. 

Visit www.oxfordshireobservatory.info for more information.  

We hope to organise a presentation from the Oxfordshire Data Observatory team later this 
year.  We are also able to feed in requests for new information and data so please let us 
know if you think something important is missing.  

If you have any queries please contact Sally Truman on 01491 823046 or 
sally.truman@southoxon.gov.uk  or Caroline Emery on 01491 823790 or 
caroline.emery@southoxon.gov.uk

Free websites for parish councils and voluntary groups 

Parish councils and members of voluntary groups in South Oxfordshire have the chance to 
create a website completely free of charge on www.oxnet.org.uk.  You do not need any
technical or web-design experience to set up and maintain the website. All you need are 
some basic computer skills and you can have your website live on the world wide web in 
just a few minutes.  A website is an easy way of communicating with your local residents 
including providing information about your services, advertising events or recruiting 
volunteers.  
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Visit www.oxnet.org.uk to find out what else Oxnet has to offer and to see some of the 
websites already created by other groups.  Oxnet is packed with news and other resources 
including volunteering opportunities, a directory of 1,000 local voluntary and community 
groups and a What’s On calendar.

To find out more about setting up a website on Oxnet or to check the date of the next 
training session, contact Christine Lightfoot, Community Web Manager at South 
Oxfordshire District Council.  Telephone 01491 823423 or 07921 881205 or email 
christine.lightfoot@southoxon.gov.uk

Please promote this opportunity to voluntary groups in your area through any parish/village 
magazines you have.  We can also provide you with leaflets to distribute in your local 
venues.  

A new Housing Allocations Policy and Choice Based Lettings (CBL)

The Council will be introducing CBL in 2008.  This means that instead of housing officers 
allocating housing association tenancies through a points scheme, available tenancies will 
be advertised and housing applicants can “bid” or choose where they would like to live.

We will review our Housing Allocations Policy in order to introduce CBL and will consult all 
town and parish councils on the new policy.  

In addition to the formal consultation, we will hold a drop-in session for anyone who would 
like to have their say about the proposed new policy.  This will be in the Council Chamber 
on 12 July 2007 from 3.00pm to 7.30pm  

Canvassers required

Each year we undertake an annual canvass of all the properties in the district to ensure 
anyone entitled is included on the register of electors. Part of this process involves visiting 
those properties which have not returned a form. Experience shows that such a process is 
best achieved with canvassers who are familiar with an area and the people. We are 
therefore seeking to employ canvassers to undertake the door-knocking element of this 
process. As the role attracts a payment, this could be an opportunity to earn a little extra 
money for yourself or a local organisation. We will provide full training. If you are 
interested please contact Bev Lee, Electoral Services, telephone 01491 823651, email 
bev.lee@southoxon.gov.uk

Smokefree premises and vehicles – 1 July 2007

From Sunday 1 July 2007, new laws come into force requiring all enclosed and 
substantially enclosed public places and workplaces to become smokefree.  This applies 
to all premises, including those that are already smokefree.  Temporary structures such as 
marquees are also covered by the legislation.

All smokefree premises and vehicles will need to display no-smoking signs that meet the 
requirements of the new law.  No-smoking signs will have to be displayed in a prominent 
position at every entrance to smokefree premises.  These must meet the following 
minimum requirements:

 Be a minimum of A5 in area (210mm x 148mm)
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 Display the international no smoking symbol at least 70mm in diameter

 Carry the following words in characters that can be easily read:

“No smoking.  It is against the law to smoke in these premises.”

This requirement applies to all premises including town and parish council buildings.

The Department of Health is providing these signs free of charge and has sent them to all 
those who are VAT registered.  However, if you have not yet received your signage, you 
require additional signs, or you would like to discuss the new requirements, please contact 
Diane Moore at South Oxfordshire District Council on 01491 823242, or email 
diane.moore@southoxon.gov.uk.  Alternatively, for more information please visit 
www.smokefreeengland.co.uk. 

Free electric blanket testing

Free electric blanket testing is being offered again this year as part of the countywide
initiative supported by the five Oxfordshire councils, Trading Standards and The Fire 
Service. If you have an electric blanket, you can get it tested free at Thame on 
13 September or at Henley-on-Thames on 25 October.  Just ring 01865 815600 to book 
your place.

.

ELECTRIC BLANKET TESTING:  SEPT/OCT 2007

Telephone: 01865 815600



Calendar of Meetings 2007-2008

ALL MEETINGS COMMENCE AT 6.00PM, UNLESS STATED.  MEETINGS OF COUNCIL, CABINET AND PLANNING ARE WEBCAST.

All meeting dates can be found on the Council website www.southoxon.gov.uk
If you would like any further information about any of the meetings, please contact Legal and Democratic Services at South 
Oxfordshire District Council on 01491 823649. 

May 2007
Thurs 3 District Council Elections
Thurs 17 Annual Council
Thurs 24 Licensing Acts/General Licensing (10.00am)
Wed 30 Planning

June 2007
Tues 5 Corporate Improvement Scrutiny
Thurs 7 Cabinet 
Tues 12 CIF panel (10.00am)
Wed 13 Planning
Mon 18 Customer and Community Scrutiny
Tues 19 CIF panel (10.00am)
Thurs 21 Council
Tues 26 Audit and Corporate Governance
Wed 27 Planning

July 2007
Tues 3 Corporate Improvement Scrutiny
Thurs 5 Cabinet 
Tues 10 Housing Appeals panel (10.00am)
Tues 17 Standards
Wed 18 Planning
Thurs 19 Licensing Acts/General Licensing (10.00am)
Mon 23 Customer and Community Scrutiny
Tues 31 Corporate Improvement Scrutiny

August 2007
Thurs 2 Cabinet 
Wed 8 Planning
Thurs 16 Licensing Acts/General Licensing (10.00am)

September 2007
Tues 4 Benefits Appeals panel (10.00am)
Wed 5 Planning
Thurs 6 Cabinet 
Mon 10 Customer and Community Scrutiny
Tues 11 Housing Appeals panel (10.00am)
Thurs 13 Council
Tues 18 Standards
Wed 19 Planning
Tues 25 Corporate Improvement Scrutiny
Wed 26 Audit and Corporate Governance

October 2007
Thurs 4 Cabinet 
Tues 9 Benefit Appeals panel (10.00am)
Wed 10 Planning
Mon 22 Customer and Community Scrutiny
Wed 31 Planning

November 2007
Thurs 1 Cabinet 
Tues 6 Corporate Improvement Scrutiny
Tues 13 Housing Appeals panel (10.00am)
Thurs 15 Council
Wed 21 Planning
Thurs 22 Licensing Acts/General Licensing (10.00 am)
Tues 27 Standards

December 2007
Mon 3 Customer and Community Scrutiny
Wed 5 Audit and Corporate Governance
Thurs 6 Cabinet 
Tues 11 Benefit Appeals panel (10.00am)
Wed 12 Planning
Thurs 13 Council (10.00am)
Tues 18 Corporate Improvement Scrutiny

January 2008
Tues 8 Housing Appeals panel (10.00am)
Wed 9 Planning
Thurs 10 Cabinet 
Mon 14 Customer and Community Scrutiny
Wed 30 Planning

February 2008
Thurs 7 Cabinet 
Tues 12 Benefit Appeals panel (10.00am)
Tues 12 Corporate Improvement Scrutiny
Wed 20 Planning
Thurs 21 Council
Mon 25 Customer and Community Scrutiny
Thurs 28 Licensing Acts/General Licensing (10.00am)

March 2008
Tues 4 Standards
Thurs 6 Cabinet 
Tues 11 Housing Appeals panel (10.00am)
Tues 11 Corporate Improvement Scrutiny
Wed 12 Planning

April 2008
Wed 2 Planning
Thurs 3 Cabinet 
Mon 7 Customer and Community Scrutiny
Tues 8 Benefit Appeals panel (10.00am)
Wed 9 Audit and Corporate Governance
Thurs 17 Council
Tues 22 Corporate Improvement Scrutiny
Wed 23 Planning

May 2008
Thurs 1 Cabinet
Wed 14 Planning
Thurs 15 Annual Council


