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We educate through play in a happy, 
caring, and stimulating environment

Full days, mornings, afternoons
*Great activities, equipment & garden
*Plenty of fun and enjoyment
*Fantastic recent OFSTED report

To arrange a visit call: 0118 984 4516

Whitchurch Pre-School Group Eastfield Lane, 
Whitchurch-on-Thames, RG8 7EJ – Registered Charity: 1027416

M&M

Mills & McKinney 
Practice

The Hearing Specialists
Do you or someone you know have difficulty hearing?
Do you need advice on how best to protect your ears?
Do you experience tinnitus (ringing in the ears) and / or 

sensitivity to sound?
We offer the following services in your area:

�x�� Hearing Assessment and Management
�x�� Tinnitus and Sound Sensitivity Management
�x�� Advice on Assistive Listening Devices
�x�� Hearing Protection

Swim Moulds

For more information please contact our practice manager, 
Linda Cone on 07966 299 753. email info@mmhearing.com
or visit our website www.mmhearing.com
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Dear friends,
Thank you for making me feel so welcome in 
Whitchurch over the last three months. It has been really 
good to get to know so many people in a relatively short 
space of time. And thank you for making the family feel 
welcome too. I have enjoyed, amongst other things, the 
Whitchurch fete (I tried hard to remain impartial during 
the tug of war); visiting Eastfield House for our short 
monthly service of singing and prayers; and seeing the 
Primary School too – an exciting hub of  purposefulness 
and, by the look of things, a lovely place to work and 

learn. 
Communities are made up of different groups and at harvest time we are having a 
coming together in worship as we celebrate at St John’s, Whitchurch Hill with a 
combined communion service. This will hopefully be able to encompass all ages –
from the newly baptised to those who are proud to be in their eighties and nine-
ties. At harvest we give thanks to our Creator for everything we owe him; ‘our 
life, our health, our food’, as the harvest hymn goes. Also we cannot  but be 
acutely aware of those places in the world where existence is a daily struggle, and 
our giving will hopefully acknowledge this especially.
It’s easy to take for granted the things which make life enjoyable and meaningful 
– our daily food, our families and the beautiful surroundings we enjoy in the 
Thames valley. Harvest is a time when we remind ourselves that we are not able 
to be ultimately in control of everything that makes up life. Christians believe that 
God is the provider. 
_________________________________________________________________

The season for enjoying the fullness of life -- partaking 
of the harvest, sharing the harvest with others, and rein-
vesting and saving portions of the harvest for yet an-
other season of growth.                         Denis Waitley   

Thy bounty shines in autumn unconfined
And spreads a common feast for all that live.

James Thomson
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EDITORIAL

I hope you like the format of this issue of the magazine. It’s the first one I’ve 
been able to produce using a Publisher program  and it certainly makes pro-
ducing it much easier. Isn’t in funny how we are able to learn new things and 
find new ways of doing things, even though school and organised learning 
may be a long way in the past? I have enjoyed coming to grips with a new 
computer—most of the time anyway—but I have also been able to enjoy be-
ing out in the glorious autumn weather we have been having, harvesting the 
crops in the garden and planning new things for next year. So I am ready to 
come to church and celebrate God’s goodness in the Harvest Service on 
10.10.10! (but not at 10—it starts at 11am in St John’s up the hill.) It’s good 
to remember that however old we get, individually or as a race, there are still 
new things to learn and experience, and God is much greater than we will 
ever understand—or even imagine. The seasons, this wonderful environment 
we live in, the mysteries of atmosphere and space, these are gifts of God that 
we so often just take for granted. But, with everything that is wrong in soci-
ety, we still live in a world amazingly well adapted to our needs—social, 
material, emotional and spiritual. 
And sometimes it’s good to be able to raise a voice and sing ‘Then thank the 
Lord...for all his love.’  See you there!

The leaves fall, the wind blows, and the farm country 
slowly changes from the summer cottons into its winter 
wools.  Henry Beston

Listen!  the wind is rising, and the air is wild with leaves,
We have had our summer evenings, now for October eves!

Humbert Wolfe

I saw old autumn in the misty morn Stand shadowless like 
silence, listening To silence.

Thomas Hood
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APPEAL TO FINANCE THE NEW PEW HEATING SYSTEM AT 
ST MARY’S

The electricity bill outlay for St. Mary’s church has reached an 
eye-watering sum of over £5,000 per annum.  

In analyzing the reason why this bill should be excessive, we have consulted 
electrical engineers who have confirmed our suspicions that the existing electri-
cal tubular heating system is expensive, inefficient and ineffective.  Furthermore 
the existing heater wiring presents a fire hazard.  

It has been advised that we install new and efficient pew heaters to the chancel 
and main aisle areas as well as replacing energy saving lights.  This makes 
sound business sense because it reduces both our electricity bill and our car-
bon footprint by making us more sustainable.  We estimate our capital expendi-
ture payback saving will achieved in under three years.

We have had to obtain a faculty from the Oxford Diocese to undertake the in-
stallation of the proposed pew heaters.  We have planned for a specialist 
church contractor who has priced the work at £7,728.48 to strip out the old 
heating system and install the new pew heaters, new distribution boards, tim-
ers and controllers in the clergy vestry, and to lay new circuit wiring to the new 
pew heaters in the chancel and main nave areas.  At the same time the con-
tractor can fit replacement energy saving lights at high level. This is scheduled 
for late October/early November.  

If you are a village resident who would like to support the church, we are now 
appealing to you, the good folk of the village who might consider a small dona-
tion towards the cost of the new pew heating system and energy saving lights.

Donations are priced from as little as £5 and up to £150 as follows:

£5 donation for one Metre of cable (6 circuits required –approx 300m in total)
£80 donation for one energy saving light box (12 required)
£150 for one pew heater (43 new pew heaters required)

Donations can be given to Tony Voysey and will be gratefully received.
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We want to let people in the villages know about the things we plan and 
discuss in our PCC (Parochial Church Council) meetings. They are 
where we plan the activities of the church. So from now on, the Bulle-
tin Board will be the place to look if you want to know what is going 

on in your local church.)

Meeting of the Whitchurch Parochial Church Council on Thursday 
23rd September 2010.

1. Following an ‘extraordinary general meeting on Sept2nd we are pleased to be 
able to look forward to a warm and welcoming church building  this winter -
thanks go to Peter Ferguson who has put the process in motion. (See Peter’s  arti-
cle elsewhere in this issue for more details.)

2. Harvest Thanksgiving—we are planning a Harvest Thanksgiving Service in St 
John’s Church, Whitchurch Hill on October 10th. This will be a modern language 
and shortened version of the Eucharist Service and all are welcome to join us.

3. Harvest Supper—the date for this is October 16 and it will be held in Pangbourne 
Village Hall.

4.  Charity Market—Saturday  October in Pangbourne Village Hall. The church will 
be taking a table at this event for bric-a-brac and useful unwanted items. 

5. We are considering some kind of fundraising event for the victims of flooding in 
Pakistan, Details to follow. 

6. We are thinking of holding an Alpha or Emmaus (exploring what Christians be-
lieve)  course in the New Year. If you would be interested in attending such a 
course please let the editor, churchwarden or curate know. 

7. We are also planning to begin a Men’s Breakfast meeting—probably quarterly. 
Watch this space!

8. The plans for the Coach House are going ahead and we look forward to having 
this new resource for church and village activities. 

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING
in aid of Church Funds

Saturday, 11th December
10.30am to 12.30 pm

at the home of Dalby and Lesley Landen
Coombe Lodge, Hartslock Bridleway

Whitchurch-on-Thames,

Cake Stall, Raffle, Gourmet Food Cards & 
Wrapping Paper
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All Age Worship
2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. 11am at StJohn’s.  We 
cater for all ages from 0 to 100 and try to make it relevant 
to everyone. The services are usually ‘lay’ lead and in-
clude musical instruments for anybody 

to shake and bang, computer 
power point presentations, 
puppets  and

refreshments afterwards.  
  If you want any further information
 please contact Paul or Geraldine Witcher on 

Evening Service

This takes place at St, May’sr at 6 pm, 
on the second and fourth Sunday of each month.
It is supported by a small and faithful congregation. 
We use the Book of Common Prayer service
and extend a warm welcome to everyone 
for a short and contemplative act of worship .

Dalby Landen

Do come and join us at the 
Whitchurch Harvest Supper on 

Saturday 16 th October, 7.30pm in 
Pangbourne Village Hall.

Come to the Harvest Thanksgiving 
service  at 11 am on 10.10.10 in 
St Johns’ Church, Whitchurch Hill
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Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower."
Albert Camus

Jeff Aldridge

I first encountered Jeff at a Parish Assembly in 1978.   It ap-
peared that the slipway was clogged up and the then Parish 
Council Chairman, Robert Noble, asked Jeff if he would take 
his machinery down there to clear it. Jeff said he would.
Over the years Jeff and I shared yarns about our boyhood dur-
ing WWII, Jeff in Whitchurch, while I was an evacuee in King-
ston Lisle 6 miles the other side of Wantage.   He had many 
tales about the time when the Engineers were practicing bridge 
building across the Thames to Pangbourne meadow in the run-
up to D Day
These he shared during History Society meetings when Peter 
Woodage was giving talks of the area over the past 60 years or 
so & especially during the D Day Exhibition in the Village Hall 
at the 40 or 50th anniversary.
For many years Jeff and I erected and dressed the Christmas 
tree in St. Mary’s.   Jeff always had the tools to cut the tree to 
size and held the ladders while I put the angel on the top, strung 
the lights & all the high level decorations.   We did this while 
Barbara and Dilly arranged their flowers.
He was a practical man and a good friend.  
We send our love and good wishes to Barbara and her family:
God bless you all.  
By Tony Voysey.
__________________________________________________
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The Oxford Practical Theology Seminar 

A research seminar series for those in Oxford with an interest in Practical 
Theology 

Seminars will take place from 2.00 to 3.15 pm on a Friday afternoon at 
the venue noted below 

Programme for Michaelmas Term 2010 

5 November Week 4 2pm 

In the Collier Room, Regent’s Park College, Oxford 

Graham Stacey is a PhD research student at Kings College London. He is also a 
NSM priest in rural West Berkshire. 

Liquid Evangelicals: the social construction of evangelical Identity 

12 November Week 5 2pm 

In the Collier Room, Regent’s Park College, Oxford 

Andrew Orton is currently exploring good practice in the Methodist 
Diaconal Order as Wesley Research Fellow at the Wesley Study Centre, 
St. John’s College, Durham. 

The Contested Diaconate: Why Understanding this Ministry Matters to the 
Future of the Church 

19 November Week 6 2pm 

In the Collier Room, Regent’s Park College, Oxford 

Stephen Pickard is currently a visiting professorial fellow at Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon for 2010-11. From 2007-2010 Stephen was assistant 
Bishop in the Diocese of Adelaide. In 2009 he published Theological 
Foundations for Collaborative Ministry (Ashgate). 

A Christian Future for the Church's Ministry 

Followed at 3.30pm with a launch for the book ‘In-Between God: 
Theology, Community and Discipleship’ 



10

Rector's Magazine Article for October 2010.

Someone to watch over me.

Perhaps it has escaped your notice but George Orwell is laughing in his grave. 
The technology is in place nationwide. The live trials and mass conditioning  have 
been running on mainstream media for a decade. Big Brother really is watching over 
us.
Actually, there are three of them, sometimes collaborating, sometimes competing. 
But they've all got your number, and they can all make you dance. Any way they 
want.
These three great trolls are Big Government, Big Business and Big Media, and, sepa-
rately or in tandem, they can bring life or death according to the moral choices that 
they make on a day to day basis. Somewhere along the way, almost without noticing, 
we forgot who we were, and are now the slaves of a ferocious triple time beat. 
Big Government likes to think it is in charge. After all, it is the oldest, and thus, the 
wisest of the Brothers Grim. Big Government has in the UK given us the largest 
DNA database in the world, vehicle registration plate recognition to follow your car's 
every move, and even a microchip on your wheelie bin to "monitor" your refuse.  
20% of the world's CCTV cameras are right here - watching 1% of the world's popu-
lation. From "Love thy neighbour" we are all encouraged to "Watch thy neighbour."

The second Big Brother has recently had what might be called a middle child tan-
trum. Of the three he stands most alone at the moment. Big Business is in trouble 
with Big Government, but does Big Gov  have the courage to rein in the wayward 
child?
Whatever the outcome at the top, I can tell you with confidence that the bottom will 
still feel the same. Your loyalty card lets your supermarket know if you have sensi-
tive teeth, and how often you take a shower. Your in-car Sat Nav company can let 
your insurance company know if you have travelled too many miles this year. Your 
mobile phone company knows exactly where you are at any moment. Or were three 
months ago on Tuesday at 4.30pm. Your employer can check you are not sending 
private emails from work, your bank knows your mother's maiden name, and some-
where, someone you have never met has decided whether you should ever be lent 
any money.
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Big Media is the youngest of the trio, constantly surprised at how everybody jumps 
when he whistles, always underestimating his own strength, and always pointing the 
blame elsewhere when things turn bad. Outwardly a champion of democracy and 
freedom for all, he has us all hooked up - whether to the TV (4 hours a day is the 
UK average!) or the internet, or to our phone, pod, pad, or berry. We can't stop tun-
ing in - the great fear being that I (the individual) am going to miss something, (the 
world) if I turn away for a moment. However "the world" that is mediated by Big 
Media is a construct, an aggressively liberal project of cultural engineering, which 
we were never asked if we wanted nor invited to contribute to.
The real world is outside our doors, very close, but it could be the moon for all we 
get to look at it.

How did it come to this? We have forgotten the value of human relationships based 
upon mutual trust, where people are known as colleagues, friends, and neighbours, 
and instead are now part of a world where community exists only so far in that it is 
held together by the surveillance machineries of the State, the Media, and the Mar-
ket. My neighbour is just another consumer, in competition with me for resources.  I 
have no need of him, and no responsibility for him. The Big Brothers foster my par-
ticular lifestyle choices - as long as these are on the "approved" list. And in ex-
change for this "social security" I am required to submit to being analysed, data 
mined, predicted, boxed.
However comforting that feels, it isn't freedom. Something is seriously amiss, and 
our nation is closer now to a living jungle than perhaps at any time since the money 
last ran out in AD 410.

Rev. Kevin Davies’ Article is serious and thought provoking. But these words from 
the Bible, written thousands of years ago, are also relevant to us today and put a 
different perspective on life in society.  (Ed)

Psalm 1
Blessed is the man  who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the 
way of sinners  or sit in the seat of mockers.
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD,  and on his law he meditates day and 

night.
3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water,  which yields its fruit in season 

       and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.
4 Not so the wicked!  They are like chaff  that the wind blows away.
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,  nor sinners in the assembly 

of the righteous.
6 For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,  but the way of the wicked 

will perish.
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Children’s Page
It’s Autumn. Time to be thinking about Harvest festival, Fireworks, and 
bonfires, scuffling through fallen leaves and enjoying the last warm days 
before winter. Thousands of years ago King David wrote a harvest song. 
It’s in the Bible in the part we call Psalms and it goes like this:

Praise awaits  you, O God, in Zion; to you our 
vows will be fulfilled. 
O you who hear prayer, o you all men will 

come. 
        We are filled with the good things of your house, 
       of your holy temple. 
You answer us with awesome deeds of righteousness, 
       O God our Saviour,  the hope of all the ends of the 
earth and of the farthest seas, who formed the mountains 
by your power,  having armed yourself with strength, 
who stilled the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their 

waves. 
Those living far away fear your wonders; where morning 

dawns and evening fades you call forth songs of joy. 
You care for the land and water it; you enrich it abun-
dantly. 
       The streams of God are filled with water  to provide 

the people with grain,  for so you have or-
dained it.
You drench its furrows  and level its ridges; 

you soften it with showers  and bless its 
crops. 
You crown the year with your bounty,  and 

your carts overflow with abundance. 
The grasslands of the desert overflow;  the hills are 

clothed with gladness.
 The meadows are covered with flocks  and the val-

leys are mantled with grain; they shout for joy and 
sing.
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And this is a more modern harvest poem that I wrote
Golden October 

The leaves are tumbling gently down, 
The autumn winds blow cold.
And as the season moves along 
God paints the world in gold.

The sunrise in the morning time 
Spreads gold across the sky.
Then golden light comes soft and low 
As day begins to die.

The grain that's tossing in the field 
Is gold that gently sways.
And in the garden golden flowers 
Brighten the darkening days.

And all along the hedgerows
 Berries shine gold and red ­
A glowing warmth to cheer us 
Through cold wet days ahead.

For autumn's gold will linger 
All through the winter's cold, 
Until with daffodils and spring 
God paints the world in gold!
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                      ORCHARD OPEN DAY

CROSS LANES FRUIT FARM, MAPLEDURHAM, RG4 7UW

                                     SUNDAY 10 OCTOBER 10.00am-5.00pm

At Cross Lanes we grow over fifty varieties of apples, all different – sweet, 
sharp, juicy, crisp, nutty, rich, aromatic, complex and delicious. Come along to 
our Open Day and you will be able to try many of them. You can never get 
tired of apples with such a selection. Sweet juicy pears will be out for tasting 
too.

But that is not all; there are a host of other attractions at the Open Day. Chil-
dren will enjoy the apple games and seeing the array of apple peelers - who can 
get the longest piece of peel. See how the fresh apple juice is made and sample 
the different varieties. Bees are essential for apple growing and the beekeepers 
will be keen to share the secrets of the bees with you. Stalls will be selling deli-
cious apple pies, cakes, jams and jellies with local eggs and plants too.

Take the opportunity to find out about the work that goes into producing the 
apples by joining one of the guided walks at 11.00am or 12.30pm and 2.00pm 
or 3.30pm.  Problems with pest and disease or with your pruning? Displays in 
the barn will answer your questions. Many surprising stories about apples will 
be there too. 

Try your hand at the conkers. The Goring, Woodcote and District Lions will be 
there running the annual Conker Challenge to raise funds to support Lions 
charitable activities in the local community.

The Farm Shop, selling Cross Lanes apples and pears, juices and honey, will be 
open as usual. Tea and refreshments will be available all day.

Entrance and car parking are FREE.

For further information contact Gill Franklin on 0118 972 3167 or see 
www.crosslanesfruitfarm.co.uk . 

NOTE.  If you miss the day, the Farm Shop is open every Wednesday to Sun-
day from 10.00am to 6.00pm until the apples run out in January. Or see us at 
Farmers’ Markets in Reading, Purley, Wallingford, Henley, Abingdon and oth-
ers.
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Serving the villages of South West Oxford-
shire

One of over 44,000  Lions Clubs Worldwide, forming Lions 
Clubs International

Play conkers for charity 

Our local horse chestnut trees look like they will produce a bumper crop 
this year, which is very good news as only fresh conkers can be used in the 
Lions Annual Conker challenge.
This Charity event organised by Goring, Woodcote & District Lions will be 
held at
         Cross Lanes Fruit Farm, Mapledurham, near Reading  RG4 7UW   
during the
         Orchard Open Day  on Sunday 10 th October 2009, from 10.00am to 
5.00pm.

                            Entrance to the Fruit Farm and car parking are free.

You can enjoy preserving this great British tradition and fun pastime. In-
struction and safety equipment will be available on loan free of charge to 
anyone who deems it necessary.
A voluntary contribution of £1 on the day will provide each competitor with 
one fresh conker complete with string.
All profits go to Lions charity funds and a special prize will be presented to 
the winner.    
  
For directions to and details about Cross Lanes Fruit Farm see the website:  

  www.crosslanesfruitfarm.co.uk   
For more about Lions contact : Lion President John Bridgens on tel: 0845 
833 9837
          email: info@lions-gwd.org.uk       Website: www.lions-gwd.org.uk
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Whitchurch Village Fete 2010
The weather could not have been more perfect on Saturday 4th September for the 
Annual village fete. Organised by the parent Committee of Whitchurch Pre-school 
Group, the afternoon was blessed with sunshine and lots and lots of people……
With more attractions than ever before, a huge thanks must go to Nick Brazil, who 
kindly organised the classic car show, a fabulous, eye catching addition to the fete 
and spent time supporting the pre-school with promotion of the fete and posters. 
Thanks to those that donated their cars for the afternoon too. 
Jenny Fairweathers dog agility team were fun to watch, as were Romilly Swann 
with her Tudor Re-enactment. There was a circus entertainer, which kept the chil-
dren thoroughly entertained.We also had Julie from Aquasplash with her creepy 
crawlies.
Lots of lovely activities filled the field this year, from modern day pulsar laser 
quests and Mega slides to the more traditional wooden swing boats and round-
abouts.
Some interesting stuff too from our wonderful village clubs and societies.  Thank 
you all for coming down and sharing the afternoon.
The funniest and most entertaining moment of the day had to be what now has be-
come an annual rivalry, the Whitchurch Fete Tug of War competition.!
It would be impossible to thank everyone that helped and supported on the day as 
so many Mums, Dads and villagers helped to make the day happen. 
To all of you that attended and spent your hard earned pennies - your support is 
very much appreciated - I hope you enjoyed the day!
Very special thanks however, must go Nick Brazil, to Geoff Weir, our wonderful 
pre-school trustee for compeering the day, and what a fantastic job of it he did! To 
the Whitchurch Cricket Club & The Whitelock Family, for allowing us to use their 
grounds. To Andy and Victoria Arthur for very kindly printing our programmes. 
I would also like to thank our sponsors -Warminghams Estate Agents, Richard Wil-
son Solicitors of Goring and Castrol/ Technology Centre. We would not have been 
able to fund some of the attractions or provide Grand Draw prize money if not for 
the generous support of these companies - so thank you!
The final funds raised on the day that will go to Whitchurch Pre-school group were 
£2516.96. This is an excellent start to the pre-school year 
See you all next year…!

Helen Bowsher
Fundraiser - Whitchurch Pre-school Group
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Chiltern Domestic
Appliances

Guaranteed repairs and servicing for 
Hoover, 

Hotpoint, Zanussi, Bendix, 
Indesit & all major brands. Washing 
machines,  tumble dryers, electric 

cookers and dishwashers. Low call 
out fee and prompt attention.    

Tel: 01491 681526

Kentwood Garden Services
Have your Garden maintained

Weekly ~ Fortnightly ~ Monthly
Neglected Gardens cleared

Free estimates ~ Fully insured

Call Kevin on
0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944

Grass Cutting ~ Turfing ~ Fencing
Hedge-cutting ~ Patios ~ Decking
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FRUIT SALAD

I was picking blackberries the other day. It was warm and sunny and 

the fruit was ripe and juicy from all the rain we've had. It seemed to me 

that blackberries were a picture of grace - we don't plant them, we 

don't deserve them, but we have to reach out and pick them. Grace too only be-

comes ours when we reach out for it. There are always more than you expect and 

often they are hidden. Like grace -we come upon that in unexpected places too.

But there is a way in which grace is not at all like blackberries. I re-

turned from my picking covered in scratches on my arms and legs, some even 

bleeding. And I realized gratefully that grace is bought by his wounds, not 

mine.

While I was picking my daughter came out and on hearing my thoughts 

about blackberries told me that her Bible reading that day had included a comment 

by writer Luci Shaw that we are like people picking raspberries. No one ever 

looks underneath the bush, where many berries are hidden and left on the tree. So 

we need to look, 'under the bush' for opportunities or ideas that we otherwise may 

miss.

Then later that day, picking little wild plums, hardly bigger than 

cherries, I had to reach up into the blue sky and stand on tip toe to reach 

the ripest fruit. They hung golden and red and tasty - a gift from God -

but to turn them into a pie for my family I had to pick, and then labo-

riously remove the stones from the tiny fruit. Gifts, but they needed 

working on, and cooking, to enable them to be shared with others.

Blackberries, raspberries, plums - fruit salad

Grace, opportunities, gifts - God's 'salad' just as freely given to be picked and 

used and shared.

( I wrote this  a few years ago but there was a page no one had given me 

anything to put on, so I decided to include it. Ed)
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PURLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

P.H.S. & Purley Women's Institute 27th Late Summer Show
This was held at Purley Memorial Hall on Saturday, 11th September with over 400 
entries (approximately 40 more entries than last year).  The event was well supported 
by the general public with tea, coffee and cakes, etc. proving very popular.  This year 
we organized a raffle with prizes generously given  by various firms and members.   
This was very successful. On behalf of the Committee I would like to thank everyone 
who contributed in any way to making the Show such a success. We were very 
pleased to have entries from Purley C. of E. School and Rick Jones, Chairman of the 
Parish Council  presented them with a special certificate on behalf of the Society for 
their contribution to the Show, also trophies, etc. to the  winners.

Talks
Anthony Powell will give a talk on A Scented Garden on Wednesday, 20 October in 
Purley Memorial Hall commencing at 8 pm.  Anthony started as an apprentice with 
Hillier Nurseries.  He has spent time as part of the Kashmir Botanical Expedition, 
worked in France and for the National Trust.  For ten years he worked part time for 
All Nations Christian College after studying there for two years.  Anthony is going to 
explain what scent is and how to use scented plants to benefit from them throughout 
the year.  On Wednesday, 17 November Dr. Michael Keith-Lucas  will give us a talk 
on Flowers and Bees.  Dr. Keith-Lucas has recently retired as Senior Tutor in Plant 
Sciences from the University of Reading, his area of specialisation being plant ecol-
ogy.  His talk will be about how flowers attract bees, how bees gather pollen and 
nectar, how different kinds of bees are adapted to different flowers, how flowers 
communicate with bees and how one can tell where one's bees have been.  He will 
finish his talk with a bit on different types of honey and the commercial importance 
of honeybees.

Trading
The Shed in The Memorial Hall Car Park is open from 10am to 11am on Saturdays 
and Sundays, but will close on Sunday, 31st October, re-opening at the beginning of  
February 2011.  We have bulbs and bird food in stock so please make sure you have 
ample food for the birds during the winter months.  Seed potato order forms for next 
year are available at the Shed.

I hope you have had a successful gardening season this year.

Marion Dabbs,
9422349
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Specialists in Domestic Cleaning 
Weekly – One-Offs – House Moves – Spring Cleans
Seniors Rates Offered
All staff is local (a group of hardworking, fun mums!) 
Client check sheet drawn up before starting
Excellent communication on-going by staff and management
Fully insured
Customer references can be supplied
All cleaning products and equipment included 
E-Cleaning used – minimum use of harsh chemicals

Hands-on isn’t a franchise, we are local people, we want to 
create on-going, long term, working relationships with 
our clients with great communication. 

Call Helen Goodwin 0118 9842738
Mobile 07767 478918  based in Pangbourne, covering all areas locally! 
Better cleaning - Better Health - Better Life

Hands-on 
  More than just home cleaning



21

ANTHEA  LAING
�ƒ�� FOR ALL YOUR UPHOLSTERY NEEDS

�ƒ�� RESTORATION     RECOVERING     LOOSE COV-
ERS    NEW CUSHION    FABRICS SUPPLIED

�ƒ�� FRAME REPAIRS & RESTORATION       CANE & 
RUSH WORK ARRANGED

�ƒ�� UPHOLSTERY CLASSES AT TIDMARSH & 
BRIMPTON VILLAGE HALLS

TELEPHONE:  0118 930 5123

‘Brambly Thatch’

A Holiday Cottage near Whitchurch Hill –
So handy when family or friends from afar come to stay.

Call Kate or John Hall on 0118 9843132 
Email: merricroft@yahoo.co.uk

Professional and Creative freelance photographer & Restorative Artist.
Available for commercial, personal and editorial work. 

Covering events, sports, business, parties, weddings, advertising and promotion. 
For restorative and digital retouching needs, I run a digital photo restoration and 

photo retouching service for both commercial and personal clients. 
To explore some of my work in both photography and restoration, please visit 
my website at www.pswallerphoto.co.uk or email: paul@pswallerphoto.co.uk if 
you would like to get in touch.
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Rob Turner Handyman

Home & Garden Maintenance.
Plumbing, Painting, Tiling
Minor Electrics,
Hedge Cutting, Fencing, Ponds.

Phone  0118 941 9534    Mob. 07866 943113

PIANO TUNING
Over 25 years 

experience

MARTIN RYLEY
0118 926 6464

Member of the
Association of Blind Piano 

Tuners

  God Is

For every hectic day, God is your quiet 
rest.
For every painful experience, God is 
your healing touch.
For every disappointment, God is your 
certain hope.
For every turbulent storm, God is your 
calming peace.
For every hurtful action, God is your 
forgiving love.

Assurance

May Jesus assure you that as you follow Him—you will never meet a fear He 
cannot conquer; you will never face an enemy He cannot defeat; you will 
never enter a battle He cannot win; you will never have a need He cannot 
meet; you will never face a temptation He cannot overcome; you will never 
have a burden He cannot lift; you will never face a problem He cannot solve; 
you will never have a bondage He cannot break; you will never have a mo-
ment when He does not care; you will never have a time when He is not 
there.

I have strength for all things in Christ Who empowers me  Philippians 4:13 
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Officers of the Parish
Parish Priest:

Churchwardens:
Peter Ferguson

Vergers:

Honorary Secretary:
Anthea Laing,  Swanston West, High Street, 

Whitchurch-on-Thames  0118 984 2466

Organist and Choirmaster:
Vacant

Honorary Treasurer:
Robert Plumb, Uplands Cottage.

0118 984 4838
Assistant Treasurer:

Tony Voysey, Mow Cop, High Street.
0118 984 3946

Parish Visitor
Captain of the Bellringers:

Stephanie May, 0118 957 2596

Editor, Parish Magazine: Geraldine Witcher

Email Gelwitcher@gmail.com

Tel:01189844959

Team Rector:
Reverend Kevin Davies

The Rectory, Checkendon, RG8 0SR
01491 680252

www.langtree.org
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SERVICES AT ST MARYS AND ST JOHNSSERVICES AT ST MARYS AND ST JOHNS

First Sunday of the month:
8 am Holy Communion at St John's 
9.30 am Parish Communion at St Mary's

Second Sunday of the month:
9.30am Sung Eucharist at St John's 
1 1 am   All Age Worship at St Johns 
6pm Evening Prayer at St Mary's

Third Sunday of the month:
9.30am Sung Eucharist at St Mary's

Fourth Sunday of the month:
8am Holy Communion at St 
Mary's 
11 am All Age Worship at St John's 
6pm Evening Prayer at St Mary's

Fifth Sundays 10 .30am Team Service in one of the Team 
churches

For further information see Pew Sheets or contact the church warden.


