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Dear friends in Christ,
Christine and I are packing to go off for our “summer” holiday as I write these notes, 
but already it seems like autumn: the leaves are coming down from the chestnut tree 
by our front gate (lots of raking to come, there!) and the wasps are already getting 
tipsy on the fallen apples and making a nuisance of themselves. And isn’t it getting 
dark early, all of a sudden?

The beginning of October sees the first change in our pattern of monthly services for 
more than four years, so do please check the service information at the back of this magazine 
and on the church notice-boards. The weekly pew sheet also shows service times for the 
following Sunday.

There are two main changes: the 10 o’clock Communion service on the 1st , 2nd and 3rd

Sundays will move to the new time of 9.30 am: and there will now be two All Age Worship 
services each month at St John’s on the 2nd and 4th Sundays, starting at 11am. The 8am and 
6pm services from the Book of Common Prayer on the 1st, 2nd and 4th Sundays are 
unchanged!

Our Harvest celebrations will be on the weekend of 10th and 11th October, with the annnual 
Supper on the Saturday evening and the Thanksgiving service on Sunday morning. 

In mid-October I will be leading a special Healing Service on St Luke’s Day, at 6pm at St John 
the Evangelist in Stoke Row. It has been a while since we had one, and it’s a special and 
peaceful time, so do join us for that -especially if you haven’t been before. 

In mid-November we shall be welcoming a new colleague to the Langtree Team: the Revd 
Linda Smith will be joining us from Cornwall following Nelva’s retirement in August, to be the 
new full-time Team Vicar at St Leonard’s, and moving into Woodcote Vicarage with her 
family.

And on the last Sunday of November we shall have a special service in the parish for the 
beginning of Advent and a new church year (Year C). The time and type of service will be 
decided by a PCC meeting on 24th September which hasn’t yet happened, so please check 
the noticeboards or pew sheets for details in due course, or listen out for the weekly notices in 
church on Sunday mornings, or tune in to the bush telegraph!

Yours in Christ Jesus

,   



    Editorial

‘The heavens are telling the glory of the Lord.’ It’s true! Have you noticed how spectacular the 
skies over our villages can be? And have been! This autumn evening after evening the 
sunsets have been miracles of beauty in the sky, and the stars at night brighter than seems 
possible in this age of light pollution. After a summer which was not what we were led to 
expect, God has blessed us with a glorious autumn. From our house the mist in the valley in 
the morning changes our view of fields into a magical shimmering lake. This morning the sky 
was scribbled all over with vapour trails slowly dissolving into cloud, as planes drew their lines 
across the sky. Even technology can be beautiful. Skeins of geese fly honking along the river 
valley. I am so glad to know that there is a Creator who made and cares for this beautiful 
world (even though mankind seems determined to spoil it!) and that the church provides a 
place to celebrate his goodness in the fruits of the earth and to praise him for the beauty and 
wonder of it all. It’s good once a year to celebrate and enjoy all that we have. So come to the 
Harvest services at St Johns on October 11th , the traditional Harvest Festival at 9.30am or a 
less formal harvest celebration at 11.00am. Book your place on a table, or offer to host one, 
at the Harvest Supper on Saturday October 10th . There is so much doom and gloom about in 
our newspapers, let’s get together to proclaim that the traditional values – friends, family, 
community – are still alive and well and worth enjoying. 
As always the magazine has information about lots of different activities in the village and the 
surrounding area – music, scarecrows, conkers, food, gardening, arts and crafts, as well as 
what we are getting up to in the church. There is plenty in life here to enjoy – and I for one 
want to thank and praise God for the joys, both big and small, that go to make up my life in 
this lovely village. I hope you feel the same! 

 Geraldine
__________________________________________________________________________  

‘All those golden autumn days the sky was full of wings. Wings beating 
low over the blue water of Silver Lake, wings beating high in the blue 
air far above it . . . bearing them all away to the green fields in the 
South.’
Laura Ingalls Wilder
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Rector’s magazine article for October 

A Walk In The Park .

Hyde Park. A green “lung” in the heart of London. And, until recently, a place I’d never 
walked.
Despite the recent rain, the grass had patches of brown. The Serpentine was full, and dark 
green. Ducks, moorhens, a swan, a few oddly black almost cormorant looking birds clustered 
around the point where the path ran down to the water’s edge, and where they were keenly 
expecting the morning’s offerings of stale bread. Most amazingly of all, a fearless heron atop 
a post less than three metres from the shore fixed us with his beady eye, hunched over in the 
aged-kingly-heronly way. We’d never seen one that close before and stopped our walking to 
stare in wonder as the big bird stared back at the passing world with a baleful eye. Why did 
these people only ever throw bread, and never sardines, or sprats?
Joggers scurried this way and that, like driver ants along the tracks of life, pounding out their 
daily mileage, some with obvious relish, others with obvious resentment of the slower paced 
world, but all with the now obligatory wiring dangling from their ears. What tunes do you move 
to, I wondered. Why not let the air in, and you might then hear the warning cry of the cyclist 
who, in turn, is faster than you. Overheard, a Jumbo circles on his final approach to 
Heathrow, oblivious to our smallness, and, if he but knew, faster than us all.
Dogs also were enjoying the morning air; a couple of scrunchy-faced pekes were begging for 
their treats from an oriental gentleman on a bench; a very large breed which if you’d asked 
me I’d have said “Arctic Wolf” was skipping and leaping off-leash to the great delight of its 
owner and evident terror of everyone else; a spaniel puppy was charging at pigeons in 
youthful futility and, when the wind blew you could not hear the roar of the traffic along the 
Bayswater Road.
A touch of tranquillity in the middle of town. Cared for, loved, well used, a blessed mix of 
people-spaces, nature spaces and empty spaces. Altogether giving breathing room in a way 
that was greater than just trees and grass oxygenating the fumes from Marble Arch.  Like so 
many we were just passing through, but the Park caught us, and held us for a while; “slow 
down, take a little longer, and see what blessings I can share with you.” 
And on the way back, the heron had moved with the sun to the far side of the water, steely 
grey against the brilliant green of his stalking bush.
______________________________________________________________

’October's poplars are flaming torches lighting the way to winter. ‘
Nova Bair
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(We want to let people in the villages know about the things we plan 
and discuss in our PCC (Parochial Church Council) meetings. They 
are where we plan the activities of the church. So from now on, the 
Bulletin Board will be the place to look if you want to know what is 

going on in your local church.)

Meeting of the Whitchurch Parochial Church Council on Thursday 24th 
September 2009 

The following items were agreed:

1.  Pattern of Services from October.
     First Sunday         9.30 Sung Eucharist at St Mary's
    Second Sunday     9.30 Sung Eucharist at St John's
                               11.00 All Age Worship followed by coffee at 11.45
    Third Sunday        9.30 Sung Eucharist at St Mary's
    Fourth Sunday      11.00 All Age Worship at St John's followed by coffee
     All other Services remain unchanged

2.    Harvest Supper - this will be held on Saturday 10th October at 7.30 for 8.00  at 
Pangbourne Village Hall.  Anyone wishing to attend please contact Wendy Ferguson on 
01189 841262

3.     Harvest Thanksgiving - this will take place at St John's Church as            follows:
      9.30   Harvest Eucharist 
      11.00 All Age Worship - followed by coffee at 11.45.

4. There will be a service of Matins at 9.30 on the first Sunday of Advent. Venue to be 
confirmed. 

5. There will be closer liaison between the Church and the School

6. We are hoping to form a pastoral visiting team as part of the church’s ministry and 
presence in the village.  Peter Ferguson is looking into training and resources. 

7. Finances - the situation is becoming difficult as we are eating into our assets –
heating costs for St Mary’s are astronomical! We are having to consider our 
alternatives. There will be a Stewardship Campaign in the New Year, and hopefully 
some special events.
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ALL AGE WORSHIP.... .

…..is changing t ime and 

frequency!
October 11, 
October 25, 

November 22, 
December 13 
St John's Church Whitchurch Hill
11.00 am

We promise it will be friendly, informal, fun,

 understandable and not too long.

 So why not join us? for more info contact

 Paul and Geraldine on 9844959 or 

Peter on 9841262

                  THAMES VALE SINGERS
Invite you to join us for our Autumn Concert.

The Concert Version of the Operetta
Orpheus in the Underworld by

Jacques Offenbach
On Friday 23rd and Sat 24 th  October 2009
At The Barn,Goosecroft Lane,Off Beech Rd

Purley-on-Thames RG8 8DR at 7.45 pm
Tickets: £7.00 for Adults or £6.00 Concessions (Senior Citizens/Children)

For Tickets please telephone   0118 9866947 or
0018 9572307

‘Change is a measure of time and, in the autumn, time seems speeded up. 
What was is not and never again will be; what is, is change.’
 Edwin Way Teale

6



“
Whitchurch Village Fete 2009

 Why does the weather in this country have to be so rubbish?….What a cold one. Needless to 
say, despite the coldness of the day, all villagers and attendees seem to have had a fun filled 
afternoon. We don’t need sunshine to bring a smile to our Faces!!!!! Lots of lovely activities, 
(especially for the youngsters) filled the field this year, from modern day Pulsar laser quests 
and Mega slides to the more traditional wooden swing boats and bracelet making. Some 
interesting stuff too…..with the observational beehive brought along by Cliff Marriott from 
Rushall Farm to the Whitchurch History Society and Wothabs.This year we had Oojamaflip, 
the circus entertainer, which by all accounts kept the children thoroughly entertained….even a 
few Mums and Dads tried their hand at juggling……., and let’s not forget The Animal 
Woman……Many a time as I passed her patch, did I see angelic looking children wearing 
what appeared to by a Giant Lizard brooches or Boa Constrictor necklaces!!!!!! 
Tug of War was won by Whitchurch Hill Dads (The Whitchurch Hill Dads against the 
Whitchurch-On-Thames Dads) …so too was the Cricket Match following the fete….never 
mind lads, there’s always next year .Congratulations to the winning team! 
It would be impossible to thank everyone that helped and supported on the day as so many 
Mums, Dads and villagers helped to make the day happen. …so thanks go to everyone that 
helped on the day - to everyone that made a cake, put up a marquee, manned a stall, you 
know who you are!  Very special thanks however, must go Kellie Collier for organising and 
planning the event with me, to Geoff Weir, our wonderful pre-school trustee for compering the 
day, and what a fantastic job of it he did! To Matilda Oppenheimer for her kind support with 
the grand draw. To the Whitchurch Cricket Club & The Whitelock Family, for allowing us to 
use their grounds. To Nigel Groves, forever a support to our pre-school. 
I would also like to thank our sponsors -Warminghams Estate Agents, Richard Wilson 
Solicitors of Goring, BP Technology Centre and Michael McVeigh of Mcveigh Parker of 
Bradfield. We would not have been able to fund some of the attractions or provide Grand 
Draw prize money if not for the generous support of these companies - so thank you! The 
final funds raised on the day that will go to Whitchurch Pre-school group were £1914.57! This 
is an excellent start to the pre-school year. 
See you all next year…!
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St john’s church yard hedge cutting

The Plant Stall are paying for the hedge along the front of the Church Yard to be cut……

BUT
We are asking for volunteers to help remove all the trimmings to a trailer so 

we can leave the area tidy

Date to be confirmed but it will be either Saturday
October 17 th or 24 th

If you could help please phone
Pat Turner on 0118 9844200

Don’t miss the chance to come to the popular Harvest Supper; places are going fast. 
So pick up the phone now to secure your place.

Wendy Ferguson 9841262

The Whitchurch Society Art and Craft 
Exhibition

Saturday, Sunday, 14th, 15th November, 2009
Whitchurch-on- Thames Village Hall

Open to all residents of the parishes of Whitchurch-on-Thames and 
Goring Heath, and to all children attending Whitchurch Primary School, 
Whitchurch Pre-School, and The Oratory Preparatory School.
Entries welcome in sections for Art, Craft and Photography, with special age groups for 
children.

Full details can be found on our website at www.wotarts.co.uk , or in the Whitchurch-on-
Thames bulletin.  Please submit entries as below: 
Timetable
Sending-in  -Thursday 12th November 7pm-8pm at May Cottage, Eastfield Lane

      Friday 13th November  11am-2pm at the Village Hall
If it is not possible to bring your entry at either of these times, please contact 
Peter Smith (0118 984 3340) to arrange a convenient alternative.
Prize Giving - Sunday 15th November at 4pm
Collection of Work – Sunday 15th  November at 4.30pm-5pm

For further details, please contact Peter Smith on 0118 984 3340 or at peterbsmith@fsmail.net , or look 
at our website on www.wotarts.co.uk .  In particular, please get in touch if you would like to be involved 
in the organisation of the event – volunteers urgently needed!

____________________________________________________
’Winter is an etching, spring a watercolour, summer an oil painting and 
autumn a mosaic of them all.’
Stanley Horowitz

It was one of those perfect English autumnal days which occur more 
frequently in memory than in life.’
P.D. James
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Children’s Page 
It’s a new school year. For some people that just means a new class. For others it’s 
been a whole new school, with different buildings, different ways of doing things, 
different lessons, different teachers. Throughout our life things change. But some 
things stay the same no matter what. Your parents still love you. You still have 
friends and other people who care about you and who you can had fun with. The sun 
rises every morning and sets every evening. The seasons follow each other. And 
God still loves this world, the people and animals in it – and you! This month I’m 
going to start a story about someone in the Bible who had a very exciting life. 
Sometimes he must have felt very alone. Sometimes he might have doubted that 
anyone cared about him, let alone God. You probably know the story a bit, you might 
even have acted or sung it. But it’s a good story and worth telling again, so here 
goes.

The brothers were all out on the fields looking after their sheep. It 
was a bit boring – after all sheep just eat and stand around. You 
can’t throw a ball for a sheep to chase. You can’t ride a sheep like a 
horse. So the brothers did what boys everywhere do – they started 
throwing stones to see who could throw furthest, who could hit that 
tree, who could hit that sheep….. 

Joseph was the youngest. He couldn’t throw as far as the others. They laughed at 
him when his stones fell short of the closest tree. Joseph sulked. ‘I’ll get them,’ he 
thought. It just wasn’t fair: they always ganged up on him. Actually they didn’t. But 
they also thought life was unfair because they knew their dad had favourites – or 
more exactly, one favourite. And it wasn’t any of them. No, you’ve guessed, it was 
Joseph. Joseph knew it too – and suddenly he knew what he was going to do. 
Getting up quietly he tiptoed slowly away, and as soon as he was out of sight he ran 
as fast as he could, back home. 

Once there, he poured out his story of how his brothers weren’t looking after 
the sheep properly. Even if it was true, it wasn’t a kind or sensible thing to do, was it? 
You might have thought his father would tell him off for telling tales, but he didn’t. He 
rewarded Joseph – he gave him a beautiful colourful coat that he’d had made for 
him. 
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Joseph put it on and twisted this way and that looking at himself. Suddenly he felt 
important – and special. ‘Wait till my brothers see this!’ he thought. ‘they’ll realise 
they can’t boss me around any more. Dad thinks I’m special.’ He looked at the 
beautiful colours on his coat and decided he was never going to help look after the 
sheep any more. He wasn’t going to risk spoiling it. 

Can you imagine what happened when the other brothers came home? To 
say they were not impressed would be putting it mildly. They were furious, spitting 
mad. It was not a happy family.
 But then Joseph went and made it even worse. One morning he grabbed his 

brothers as they we going off to care for the sheep.
‘Listen,’ he said. ‘I had such a strange dream last night. We were 
harvesting the corn, all of us, tying the stalks into bundles. 
Suddenly my bundle stood up straight and strong in the field, and 
yours all gathered round and bowed down to mine. What do you 
think it meant?’ 

What it meant was that they got very angry. He was soon at the bottom of a pile of 
furious brothers, punching and pummelling him. 
‘Do you think you’re going to rule over us? You wish! In your dreams!’ 
And they stalked off to the sheep field, leaving Joseph very sore and very lonely on 
the floor.  He pulled his crumpled, but still beautiful coat around him, curled up in a 
ball and tried to go back to sleep.

That wasn’t a very happy family, was it? But the Bible doesn’t tell us about an 
imaginary, ideal world. It tells us about the real world, where people get things wrong 
and muck up. I don’t think Joseph would be your ideal friend, would he? He was a bit 
of a sneak, and a bit of a twit really. But the story goes on, and Joseph came good in 
the end. Because the wonderful thing about God is that he can change bad things 
into good things and selfish people into helpful ones, and families that don’t work too 
well into families that care about each other. But you need to wait for the next bit of 
the story to see that begin to happen. For now, just try not to be like Joseph, or even 
one of his brothers!
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Prayer works!
If you read the last issue with Christine Steddon’s testimony of how she 
was healed when the church prayed for her, you will realise that as a 
church we believe in the power of prayer. (Actually the social scientists 

do too!)  We have a God who delights to hear his people pray. 
If you would like to be prayed for, or want us to pray with you, about anything at all, 
please contact our churchwarden, Peter Ferguson on 9841262. 

13



PURLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Talks
On Wednesday, 21 October we welcome Mr. Brian Fisher who will be talking about the 
planting and growing of Bulbs, Corms & Rhizomes to help us prepare for the Spring Show 
next year.  Mr. Fisher began his working career at the age of 15 and went on to train at the 
R.H.S. Gardens, Wisley.  After leaving Wisley he went and worked at the Berkshire College of 
Agriculture, culminating as a lecturer in Horticulture until 1992.  A change in direction led 
Brian back into practical gardening work.  He opens his garden under The National Garden 
Scheme and travels widely to discover many exciting plants and gardens.  Brian is a 
recognized plantsman and experienced horticultural Speaker.  His presentation is informal 
and he likes to involve his audience as much as possible. He enjoys passing on his 
knowledge of horticulture and meeting other keen gardeners.  The talk will be held in Purley 
Memorial Hall, Glebe Road and the doors are open at 7.30 p.m.  Please try and come along 
so that we have a good audience for this speaker.  All residents of Purley and Neighbouring 
Parishes are welcome.
On Wednesday, 21st November there will be a talk on “The Restoration and New Planting of 
Caversham Court by Emily Waters,Head Gardener.  Talk will be in the Memorial Hall at 8 
p.m.
Trading
The Shed  in The Memorial Hall Car Park is open from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. on Saturdays and 
Sundays, but  will close  on Sunday, 25th October, re-opening at the beginning of February 
2010.  We have bulbs and bird food in stock so please make sure you have ample food for 
the birds during the winter months.
For more details regarding the Society please look on the Purley-on-Thames web site –
www.purleyonthames.net and the on-line notice board or Purley Groups.
I hope you have been pleased with your gardening results this year.
Marion Dabbs
9422349



______________________________________________________________

READINGS FOR OCTOBER/NOVEMBER

   
4th Oct, Trinity17 8am Eph 4.1-6

9.30am Gen 2.18-24

11th Oct, Trinity 18 9.30am Amos 5.6-7,10-15: Heb 4.12-end

11am Isa 50.4-10 Lk 13.22-30
6pm Josh 5.13-6.20: Mt 11.20-end

18th Oct, St Luke 9.30am Isa 35.3-6: 2 Tim 4.5-17

25th Oct, Last S Trinity 8am Eph 5.15-21
11am Isa 59.9-20: Lk 14.1-14
6pm Eccles ch11&12: 2 Tim 2.1-7

1st Nov, All Saints8am Rev 7.2-12
9.30am Isa 25.6-9: Rev 21.1-6a

8th Nov, Remembrance 9.30am Jonah 3.1-5,10: Heb 9.24-end
6pm Isa 10.33-11.9: Jn 14.23-29

15th Nov, Advent -2 9.30am Dan 12.1-3: Heb 10.1-14,19-25

22nd Nov, Christ The King 8am Col 1.13-20
11am Isa 32.1-8: Rev 3.7-end
6pm Dan ch 5: Rev 1.4b-8

29th Nov, 1st of Advent 10.30am Jer33.14-16: I Thes 3.9-end

‘Bittersweet October.  The mellow, messy, leaf-kicking, perfect pause 
between the opposing miseries of summer and winter.’
Carol Bishop Hipps
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    MOZART, HANDEL & PURCELL AT PANGBOURNE COLLEGE & DOUAI ABBEY

What do Mozart, Handel and Purcell have in common? This November they will all feature in 
Pangbourne Choral Society’s November concert.

The main part of the programme will be a performance of Mozart’s Requiem and this is 
preceded by Purcell’s Music for the Funeral of Queen Mary and Handel’s two famous 
Coronation anthems Zadok the Priest and the King shall Rejoice. 2009 is the 350th

anniversary of Purcell’s birth and the 250th of Handel’s death.

‘For us this concert has several exciting changes’ says Ken Whitehead PCS Chairman. ‘We 
are delighted to be teaming up with Southern Sinfonia and to be performing in Douai Abbey as 
well as our usual home in Pangbourne. Also it will be the first time that our main concert takes 
place in November And it will be thrilling to work once again with such wonderful soloists.’The 
soloists in question are: Carys Lane (Soprano), Mezzo Sopranos Sarah Fryer (Douai) and 
Flora McIntosh (Pangbourne). Lynton Atkinson and Giles Underwood (Tenor and Bass 
respectively) will be welcomed back following their recent highly acclaimed performances with 
PCS. All are widely known and have published many acclaimed recordings. Conductor for 
both performances will be Jonathan Brown, PCS Music Director, himself a celebrated Baritone 
in his own right as well as being Music Director at Pangbourne College.

The first of the two performances will be at Douai Abbey on 7th November and the second at 
the Choir’s usual venue, the Falkland Islands Chapel, Pangbourne College a week later on 
14th November.

Ken’s excitement is matched by Jonathan Brown’s keen enthusiasm. He says: ‘There has 
been considerable publicity recently about the personal and communal values to be derived 
from choral singing. This Choral Society is a pleasure to work with as we join together to 
deliver performances to the very highest standard that we can attain’. Judging by the critical 
acclaim of recent concerts, this pleasure is shared by those who have attended.

Tickets are available as follows: For Douai Abbey (£15 including programme) via Newbury 
Corn Exchange; for Pangbourne  (£12 including programme) via Premier Pet Store 
Pangbourne, or (with cheque to 'PCS' and SAE) by post from PCS Tickets, Lower Hitch, 
Whitchurch Hill, Reading, RG8 7NU.

Further information from http://www.pangbournechoral.org.uk or pchoralsoc@googlemail.com. 
Or call Tony Maynard on 01635 200354
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                            Play conkers for charity 
The local horse chestnut trees are producing a bumper crop this year but are causing 
problems by producing their conkers several weeks too early, as only fresh conkers are 
permitted for use in the Lions Annual Conker Challenge.
This Annual Charity Conker Competition organised by Goring, Woodcote & District Lions  will 
be held at Cross Lanes Fruit Farm, Mapledurham, near Reading  RG4 7UW   during their 
Orchard Open Day  on Sunday 11 th October 2009, from 10.00am to 5.00pm.  Entrance to 
the Fruit Farm and car parking are free.

You can enjoy preserving this great British tradition and fun pastime the way it should be 
done. Instruction and safety equipment will be available on loan free of charge to anyone who 
deems it necessary.
A voluntary contribution of £1 on the day will provide each competitor with one fresh conker 
complete with string.
All profits go to Lions charity funds and a special prize will be presented to the winner.    
  
For directions to and details about Cross Lanes Fruit Farm see the website:   
www.crosslanesfruitfarm.co.uk   For more about Lions contact : Lion President Sally 
Bergmann on tel: 0845 833 9837 email: info@lions-gwd.org.uk       Website: www.lions-
gwd.org.uk
_______________________________________________________________

Pangbourne  will play host once again to the Heart of Pangbourne 
Scarecrow Trail from October 17th until November 1st inclusive, 
dawn til dusk, when scarecrows made to the theme of Childrens 
Book characters take over the village once again. Come and join in 
the half term fun!
This year the prize will be vouchers including accommodation to 
spend in the village to the sum of £600 - so why not come along for 
the day to take part and see what the delightful shops, bars, 
restaurants and coffee houses of the village had to offer too.

Trail forms will be on sale in all independent retail outlets and cost £3 each.  All proceeds will 
go to the Heart of Pangbourne (see trail form and posters in the village for this years 
community cause, yet to be decided).
Don't forget to vote for your favourite scarecrow before handing your completed form in!
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PARISH REGISTERS FOR 
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER

Wedding of Rachel Mathias to James Blacklock at St Mary’s Church 
on 5th September.

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY.

Sat Oct 10th Harvest Supper
Sun Oct 11th Harvest Thanksgiving at St John’s
Sun Oct 18th Luke, Evangelist

Healing Service for St Luke’s Tide, Stoke Row, 6pm
Wed Oct 28th Simon and Jude, Apostles
Sun 1st Nov All Saints
Sun 8th Nov Remembrance Sunday
Tue Nov 10th Licensing of Revd Linda Smith at Woodcote, 7.30pm
Sun 22nd Nov Christ The King
Sun 29th Nov 1st Sunday of Advent: Year C begins
Mon 30th Nov Andrew, Apostle

Christmas Coffee Morning
10.30 Saturday December 12th

Coombe Lodge
Come and drink coffee or a glass of mulled wine, meet friends and buy your Christmas gifts. 

‘Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower.’
Albert Camus

 ‘Everyone must take time to sit and watch the leaves turn.’     
Elizabeth Lawrence
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Calling all   STUDENTS!!
The trustees of Whitchurch United Charities want to remind all students and families 
that the Charity has funds available to help with the cost of books and equipment or 
other educational expenses. Eligible students are young people between the ages of 5 and 
25 years and whose permanent residence is within the parish of Whitchurch. (Note - if you 
receive the Parish Magazine for St Mary’s and St John’s churches, you are in the parish and 
therefore eligible).

Applications are processed twice a year, with the closing dates being 31st Jan and 31st July. 
However, late applications are considered if the available funds for the previous 6 month 
period have not been fully allocated. 
All applications and decisions are treated in strict confidence by the Trustees.

If you would like to know more, please do contact Peter Hawley (our Grant Application 
Secretary) on (0118) 984 1647 or write to him at:-

3 Whitchurch House
High Street
Whitchurch-on-Thames
Reading RG8 7EP
_____________________________________________________________

‘The smile that flickers on baby's lips when he sleeps- does anybody know 
where it was borne? Yes, there is a rumor that a young pale beam of a 
crescent moon touched the edge of a vanishing autumn cloud, and there 
the smile was first born..’
Rabindranath Tagore

‘Youth is like spring, an over praised season more remarkable for biting 
winds than genial breezes.  Autumn is the mellower season, and what we 
lose in flowers we more than gain in fruits.’
Samuel Butler
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SERVICES FOR OCTOBER/NOVEMBER

 4th Oct, 17th S after Trinity 8am Holy Communion at St John’s
9.30am Parish Communion at St Mary’s

11th Oct, 18th S after Trinity 9.30am Sung Eucharist at St John’s
11am All Age Worship at St Johns
 6pm Evening Prayer at St Mary’s

18th Oct, St Luke 9.30am Sung Eucharist at St Mary’s
6 pm Healing Service at  Stoke Row

25th Oct, Last S after Trinity 8am Holy Communion at St Mary’s
              (Bible Sunday) 11am All Age Worship at St John’s

6pm Evening Prayer at St Mary’s

1st Nov, All Saints 8am Holy Communion  at St John’s
9.30am Parish Communion at St Mary’s

8th Nov, Remembrance 9.30am Service of Remembrance at St John’s
10.55 Act of Remembrance (War Mem)
 6pm Evening Prayer at St Mary’s

15th Nov, 2nd before Advent 9.30am Sung Eucharist at St Mary’s

22nd Nov, Christ The King 8am Holy Communion at St Mary’s
11am All Age Worship at St John’s
6pm Evening Prayer at St Mary’s

29th Nov, 1st of Advent Special 5th Sunday Service, time TBA
(Year C begins)


