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BATEMANS (OPTICIANS) LTD 
COMPLETE  PROFESSIONAL  EYECARE                     

21 Reading Road,  
    Pangbourne RG8 7LR 

    Tel: 0118 984 2428 

QUALITY Brick  
and Flintwork.  All types 

of building work 
undertaken.   

Please phone for friendly  
advice/estimate. 

Philip Wise 
0118 984 4318 

‘Brambly Thatch’ 
A holiday cottage near 
Whitchurch Hill—so 
handy when family or 
friends from afar come 
to stay.  Call Kate or 

John Hatt on  
       (0118) 984 3121 

Pightle Croft 
Whitchurch Hill 
Tel: 01235 767103 
Mob: 07971 603222 

You can always tell a hand-made piece of fine 
quality fitted furniture! 
Ian Capstick will personally discuss, design and make 
those very special pieces you always promised 
yourself: 
 Your own fully fitted office study. 
 A unique, hand-crafted kitchen to your  design.    
 Beautiful bookcases, cupboards or  wardrobes, 
free-standing or to fit an alcove. 
 Crafted cabinets to hide those ugly radiators. 

CAPSTICK 
 FINE FURNITURE 



3 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 

We have just been enjoying a wonderful 
firework display at Hardwick House, thanks to 
much hard work and planning by a small group 
of enthusiasts: it was difficult to guess the size 
of the crowd in the dark, but the turn-out must 
have run to many hundreds, including a large 
number of young people and small children. 
Where did they all come from? 
 

In the same weekend, we had a wedding and a baptism at St 
Mary’s, and were able to offer a welcome to many folk 
visiting our church for the first time. In mid-September we 
were visited by walkers and cyclists on the annual “Ride and 
Stride” event. This month, there will be more special events 
creating new opportunities for contact with the wider 
Whitchurch community: for example, the annual Pets’ 
Service and Harvest Thanksgivings in church, and the ever-
popular Harvest Supper evening. 
 
Later in the year, we shall have Remembrance Sunday, the 
Christmas Fair and all the special services for Advent and 
Christmastide which will draw many visitors for a variety of 
reasons. 
 
How can we make best use of these chances to communicate 
Christ to our neighbours? Probably not by banging drums or 
shaking tambourines! There’s no single or simple answer: 
each occasion is different, and each calls for a different 
approach. But perhaps there is a unifying principle underlying 
them all. To communicate Christ, we first have to know Him: 
we cannot share with others what we do not have ourselves.  
 
So perhaps the real question is how to deepen our own 
relationship with Christ, how to have a ‘closer walk’, how to 
invite Him into his rightful place at the very centre of our 
lives where He can be always present, always welcoming, 
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always loving, for us first, and then, through us, for those 
with whom we come into contact. The natural expression of 
this glorious intimacy, for which we were created, will then 
be the outpouring of love and praise and gratitude to God in 
full-hearted, true worship, which is at once uplifting, 
attractive, and contagious! 
On 23rd October we have an exciting opportunity to worship 
in the company of Christians from across the county, at 
“Celebration Praise!” a day of exploration built around a 
celebration of the Eucharist with Bishop Colin, offering a rich 
choice of over 30 workshops on subjects from worship with 
the Book of Common Prayer and the Bible, through Taize 
and Iona worship, to “Godly Play”, movement and Art in 
worship, the celebration of work in worship, worship in small 
rural churches, and many more.  
 
This is too good to miss, and important for our future life and 
growth. To get the full benefit for the parish, we need to bring 
a good-sized contingent so that between us we can take part 
in as many of the workshops as possible. (Because there are 
just two workshop sessions during the day). I can offer seats 
in my car and will gladly co-ordinate lifts to the event. This 
could be our “Woodstock”, as significant for us as that other 
seminal weekend event in the 60s. Do please come along, and 
encourage others to join you. 
 
Finally, please note the announcement elsewhere in the 
magazine about the revival of the Ladies’ Bible Study 
group organized by Geraldine Witcher, and please also 
remember that the Prayer Group led by Rosemary 
Pearce continues to meet monthly in St Mary’s and 
welcomes new members. 
 
Yours in Christ Jesus,  
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PARISH REGISTERS  
Holy Baptism: 
 
Hugo Charles Napier-Munn (grandson of Mrs Elizabeth 
Napier-Munn, of Duchess Close) at St Mary’s 
 
Sprinkle down upon him Thy grace, give Thou to him virtue 

and growth. AMEN 
 

Holy Matrimony:  
 
Helen Smith, daughter of Mr & Mrs Peter Smith of Eastfield 
Lane,  
to Robert Scurr at St Mary’s on 4th September 
 
Debbie Scobie, daughter of Mr & Mrs Kenneth Scobie of 
Path Hill, to Will Davies at St Mary’s on 18th September. 
 
Let their love for each other be a seal upon their hearts and a 

crown upon their heads. AMEN 
 

Funeral RIP  
Anne Louise Kopec of Goffs Clump, Crays Pond, died 9th 
Sept at Duchess of Kent House, aged 62, service at St Mary's 
followed by burial at St John's, 20th September.  
 
Rest eternal grant unto her O Lord, let light perpetual shine 

upon her.  AMEN 

Mothers Union 
Our next meeting will be held in the Peppard Parish Room on Tues-
day, Oct.19th. at 2.30p.m. when the speaker will be Peter Teague 
talking about how to become a Diocesan Member. With the closure 
of the branch coming in January many of us are likely to want to 
change to this kind of membership. 
Mary Kent 
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Home Grown Bedding  
Heathers and Ivies 
Freshly Dug  
Wallflowers  
 

Where we are 
We are 3 miles from junction 12 of the 
M4. Englefield village is signposted off 
the A340 Theale to Pangbourne road. 

Who we are 
Englefield Garden Centre is part of 
TACT, a charity providing training 
& therapy to people with learning 
disabilities 

Tel : 0118 9304898 

Open : Mon-Sat 9-5pm 
            
(Sundays 10-4pm May & June)        

Everything for Garden 
Birds 
Spring Bulbs 
Selection of Shrubs 

OCTOBER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY. 
 
Sat 2nd at 9.30 am: Prayer Group meets in St Mary’s 
 
Sat 2nd at 2.30 pm: Wedding of Sarah Matthews to Giles Taylor at St 
John’s (Organ and Choir) 
 
Sun 3rd at 10am: Pets Service at St Mary’s 
 
Sun 10th at 10am: Harvest Thanksgiving at St John the Baptist 
 
Sat 16th Annual Harvest Supper, Pangbourne Village Hall 
 
Sun 17th at 10am: Harvest Thanksgiving at St Mary’s 
 
Sat 23rd from 9.45 am to 4pm: Celebration Praise! ecumenical day of 
worship at The Marlborough School, Woodstock 
 

 

Christmas Trees on sale from December 4th 
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Osteopath 

Cranial and Structural Osteopathy 
Whitchurch Hill and Emmer Green 

Karen L Phillips, D.O. 
For appointments, call 0118 984 4202 

Boze Down Vineyard, Hardwick Road 
 
Award winning red and white wines made from grapes grown 

at Boze Down.  Free tastings every weekend,      
except January and February, when we are open by 

appointment only. 
Saturday 11– 6pm, Sunday noon—5pm 

Tel: 0118 984 4031 

WARMINGHAM 
  

ESTATE AGENTS AND VALUERS 
 

A long established independent family company , 
specialising in the sale and letting of village,  

country and riverside properties.  
Please feel free to contact us for an informal and  

confidential discussion regarding your personal requirements. 

 
 
 

4/5 High Street, Goring-on-Thames, Nr. Reading RG8 9AT 

Sales and Valuations          Lettings & Property Management 
Tel: 01491 874144         Tel: 01491 875011 
e-mail: sales@warmingham.com             e-mail: lettings@warmingham.com                                    

www.warmingham.com 
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TANIA NEESON: PILATES 
Pilates is a stress free method of exercising  

suitable for all 
It is relaxing and energising and produces great results 

Flatter/toned abdominals      Improved self esteem 
Stress management/relaxation Improved immune system 

Strength/flexibility   Coordination/balance 
Tania is a friendly, qualified teacher running classes in  
Goring/Streatley, Whitchurch Hill, Pangbourne and Reading. 

Morning, afternoon and evening classes  
 weekdays and weekends.  

Please call 0118 984 4310 for details and to book lessons 
 

The Rector’s Letter for October. 
 
I face a dilemma in writing this article. It is one faced by 
news editors every day all across the world. The dilemma is 
this: how long is it before something becomes old news? 
I want to write about the appalling tragedy of the murder of 
over three hundred hostages at the school in Beslan, in south-
ern Russia. For me, today, this news is fresh, relevant, and the 
horror is very close to home – we live next door to a school. 
But for you, reading this at least three weeks (maybe more) in 
the future, how will it be? 
Certainly the news media will have moved on.  
But will you have also started to forget? 
I hope not, but I do not ask for your forgiveness for remind-
ing you of it. 
 
Two and a half thousand years ago the prophet Jeremiah wept 
for his nation as it refused to accept the error of its ways. He 
foresaw the coming destruction of Judah by a neighbouring 
superpower.  
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The small local men of power were to be swept away – with 
God’s blessing. 
Judah was no longer to enjoy God’s protection because she 
had turned away from God and his law. 
 
“The people have provoked me, by the evil they have done, 
 they, their leaders, their priests.  
They have turned their backs to me, and not their faces… 
they would not listen or respond to discipline.  
They set up idols in my Holy Place….  
They sacrifice their sons and daughters to the god of death,  
though I never commanded, nor did it enter my mind, 
 that they should do such a detestable thing.”   
(Jer 32:30-35, abbrev.) 
 
From this text I hope you can see that the current Islamic cult 
of suicide bombing, or “sacred martyrdom” is anathema to 
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. These people, in the 
name of God, have actually made death into a god, and are 
thus committing idolatry. Those who send them do not act in 
accordance with God’s will, and their claims to be doing so 
are lies.  
 
Whatever the real reason for the Chechen uprising, and their 
motivations for targeting civilians and children, their actions 
are more likely to bring down the wrath of Russia on their 
heads. Judah was destroyed as a nation in 586 BC, when 
Babylon finally lost patience with her “non-compliance”. Her 
cities were razed, and her people carried off into exile, to 
work as slave labourers in an alien culture. Jeremiah’s word 
from the Lord was proved right.  
Chechnya and her people should beware a similar judgment.  
 
Your Rector  Kevin Davies 
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Children’s Page 
THINGS JESUS DID 

 
3. Broke the rules 

 
Sometimes we know that obeying the rules is very 
important. If everyone drove through red traffic lights 
there would soon be no one left to drive at all! If we 
talked and ran around all the time in school instead of 
listening and working, the teachers would get very tired 
and we wouldn’t learn anything at all. Rules about how 
we behave in school and in society are important.  
 
 But some ‘rules’ are not really rules and are meant to 
be broken. There was one like that in Jesus’ time. The 
rule said that the only people Jewish men (which Jesus 
was) should talk to were other Jewish men – no women, 
no foreigners and definitely no one who wasn’t a ‘good’ 
person.  But Jesus didn’t think that was a good rule. He 
had come from God to show that God loves everyone – 
women and foreigners and ‘bad’ people as well as good 
law keeping Jewish men. 
 
So, one day, he was hot and tired and sitting beside the 
well and a foreign, not very good woman came up to the 
well to get water. 
‘Give me something to drink,’ Jesus said to her.  
The woman looked at him in amazement. 
‘How can you ask me for a drink? ‘she said.’ Everyone 
knows Jews hate Samaritans.’ 
‘If you knew who I really am, ‘ Jesus replied, ‘you’d be 
asking me for water. I give water that means you’d 
never be thirsty again.’ 
‘You don’t have a bucket and the well is very deep,’ she 
retorted. ‘How could you give me water?' 
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‘The water I give is like a spring bubbling up and 
bringing eternal life.’ Jesus replied, smiling at her. 
 
By now the woman realized that Jesus wasn’t talking 
about the water in the well, but about something much 
more important. They carried on talking and she began 
to realize that he was God’s Son and was telling her 
about how to be a true worshipper of God. She was so 
excited that she wanted to rush back into her village 
and bring everyone else to talk to him.  
 
Just then Jesus’ friends arrived. They had been buying 
food and were bringing it back so Jesus could have 
some too. They were amazed – and horrified – to see 
him talking to a woman. But not one of them dared ask 
him why. They were beginning to realize something too 
–they were beginning to realize that following Jesus and 
being his friend sometimes meant doing things they 
wouldn’t usually even think of doing. And sometimes the 
thing he did upset the ‘good’ people. But they could see 
how exited and happy the woman was – and the rest of 
the villagers. They knew that Jesus broke the ‘rules’ for 
a very good reason.  
 
(Jesus still breaks the rules and he still expects us to 
include the poor and the foreign and the stranger. So, if 
there’s someone at school who has no friends, he’d like 
us to be friends with them. If there’s something we can 
do to help people less blessed than us, he wants us to 
do it! His kingdom still turns the world’s values upside 
down and inside out. The living water he gives bubbles 
up in his followers bringing joy and new life wherever it 
flows. Let’s let it flow through us!) 
 
Geraldine Witcher 
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Kentwood Garden Services 
Have your Garden maintained 

Weekly ~ Fortnightly ~ Monthly 
Neglected Gardens cleared 

Free estimates ~ Fully insured 

Call Kevin on 
0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944 

Grass Cutting ~ Turfing ~ Fencing 
Hedge-cutting ~ Patios ~ Decking 

Ladies’ Bible Study 
 

We are a group of ladies who try to meet fortnightly in term 
time for coffee, a chat and a time of informal bible study.  If 
anyone would like to join us, we’d love for you to become 
part of our group. 
 
Time:  2 pm (for about one hour) 
Dates: Alternate Fridays starting on October 1st 
Venue: Shepherds Close, Hardwick Road 
 
Geraldine Witcher    (9844959) 
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Cross Lanes Fruit Farm 
Mapledurham 

 
Telephone 0118 972 3167 

www.crosslanesfruitfarm.co.uk 
 

Orchard Open Day 
Sunday 10th October 

10am—6pm 
 

Farm Shop open for sale of 
apples, pears, apple juice and honey 

until January 
Wed to Sun 10am—6pm 

 

 

Parties organised 
Restaurants booked 

Home catering 
Babysitting 

Childminding 

The County Concierge Co. 

Have you too much to do but never enough time to get it done? 
Would you like to concentrate on the important things, leaving your chores to someone else?  

Well, at THE COUNTY CONCIERGE we can let you do just that. 
Let us organise it for you. 

For more information simply ring:   0118 9842555 

The  Modern  Approach  To  Quality  of  life 

Holiday home watch 
Welcome home service 

Pet care 
Airport/station collection 

Children’s holiday  
activities 

Emergency repairs 
Garden maintenance 

Decorating 
Cleaning 

Accept deliveries 
Shopping 
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P U R L E Y  H O R T I C U L T U R A L  
S O C I E T Y  

 
21st Late Summer Show 
 
This was held in The Barn, Beech Road on 11th September 
and was probably the most successful Show the Society has 
held.  The number of entries (229) was the highest since 
1992.  The judges in all sections commented on the good 
quality exhibits and in particular the very high standard of 
some exhibits.  Despite the very wet weather of the last few 
weeks, the exhibitors put on a good display of vegetables, 
flowers and fruit and it was very pleasing to see the Floral Art 
Section so well supported.  We wish to thank exhibitors, 
judges and all who helped as stewards and to set up and  
dismantle tables at the Show and make it a success.  It was 
also very pleasing to see many people viewing the exhibits.  
The trophies were presented by Mr. D. Betts, Chairman of 
Purley Parish Council. 
 
Winter Talks 
Our first talk will be on Wednesday, 20th October in Purley 
Memorial Hall commencing at 8 p.m.   Dr. M. Keith Lucas will 
give a slide show and talk on the “Natural History of the Shet-
land Islands”.  Please try and come along so that we have a 
good attendance for our speaker. 
 
 
The Shed in the Memorial Hall car park will be closing on 
Sunday, 31st October for the winter and re-opening the first 
week-end in February 2005.  We hope you have all pur-
chased your bulbs and any other gardening requirements you 
may need whilst we are closed.  The Shed now stocks bird 
food, so please make sure you have ample food for the birds 
during the winter months. 
 
Marion Dabbs 
9422349 



15 

Tel: 0118 984 4166  Fax: 0118 984 3393 
Brooking Travel 

For all your travel needs—
leisure or business,  
simple or complex  

5, High Street, Pangbourne, 
Reading RG8 7AE 

Copy should be submitted by 20th of the 
month please. 
Sue Matthews  suematt@waitrose.com 
Ashdown, Duchess Close,  
Whitchurch on Thames, RG8 7EN 

BAYWEST ARBORISTS 
Tree Surgeons 

Joe and Andrew have over 10 years experience in the field of Tree 
Surgery and guarantee a reliable, prompt and personal service, 
tackling any aspect of tree and hedge work.  Fully qualified and 
insured. 

• Reducing and Reshaping 
• Felling 
• Dismantling 
• Hedge Reduction and Trimming 
• Free Quotations 
• Woodchips supplied 

Tel: 0118 943 1731      Mobile: 07929 989319 



16 

Rupert Landen 
Furniture Restorer 

Church Farm 
Reading Road 

Woodcote RG8 0QX 
(01491) 682396 

PIANO  
TUNING 

Over 20 years  
experience 

MARTIN RYLEY 
0118 926 6464 

Association of Blind Piano Tuners 

Ace Property 
House Maintenance 

• Plumbing & Electrical Repairs 
• Carpentry & Glazing 
• Lock Fitting  
• Guttering & Small Roof Repairs 
• All General House Maintenance Repairs 

 

Mobile: 077522 85222  Tel: 0118 9710579 
Web.http://aceproperty.2cuk.co.uk 

Email PaulHMorris@onetel.net.uk 
Proprietor 

Paul H Morris New Hope Beenham RG7 5NN 

Bells and Bell Ringing 
Change ringing developed after the Civil War when bells 
were hung with full wheels with the rope running round the 
wheel and  it was discovered that the swing of the bell could 
be controlled with enough precision to enable the bell to ring 
before or after its neighbouring bell.  Fabian Steadman pub-
lished two books (1668-1677) laying down the rules of change 
ringing.  He also grouped changes together into “methods” 
where bells weave a pattern through the changes.  These 
methods are often named after the tower in which they were 
first rung or for special religious festivals e.g. Candlemas.  
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Abbott’s 
Shoe Repairs and 
Leather Goods 

(Prop: Richard Deverill) 
18 Reading Road 

Pangbourne 
        (0118) 984 1155 

 
Whitchurch Theatre Club 

...takes you to plays and    
concerts about once a month; 
matinees & evenings, London 

& provinces.  If interested, 
contact Mrs Diana Marriott, 
23 Hillside, Hardwick Road 

Whitchurch-on-Thames  
RG8 7HL 

Tel: 0118 984 4582 

Holiday Flat  
Cascais, Portugal 

A pretty fishing port 
and resort, 45 minutes 
from Lisbon.  2 double 

bedrooms, fully 
equipped.  Ring the 
owners on 0118 984 
2653 for more details 

Eastfield House 
Eastfield Lane 
Whitchurch on 

Thames -Your local 
registered rest home, 

all single rooms, some 
garden flats, very    
reasonable terms. 

Tel: 0118 984 2586 

Chiltern Domestic 
Appliances 

Guaranteed repairs and 
servicing for Hoo-

ver,Hotpoint, Zanussi, Ben-
dix, Indesit & all major 
brands. Washing ma-

chines,    tumble dryers 
and dishwashers.  Low call 
out fee and prompt atten-

tion.     
Tel: 01491 681526 

GORING HEATH         
PARISH HALL 

(opposite St John’s Church, 
Whitchurch Hill) 

Great facilities in traditional 
surroundings.  Ideal for  family 

parties and social gatherings 
Please ring 

Caroline Brooks  
07947 076290   
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RG Bridgewater 
Bespoke Picture Restorer and Framer 

Established in the trade since 1956 
(Apprenticed at Reading Fine Art Gallery, and with 

Picture Crafts of London Street, Reading) 

Oils and Pastels restored 
Watercolours, Engravings and Prints de-foxed and 

cleaned 
Conservation Mounting and Framing and all aspects 

of framing undertaken 

2 Enterprise House, 41 Reading Road, RG8 7HY 
Pangbourne (0118) 984 4622 

How do you fancy 'A Night on the Tiles'?  
 
October brings WADS comedy once again to Woodcote 
Village Hall. Frank Vickery's 'A Night on the Tiles' has 
all the ingredients of a hilarious evening out. Gareth and 
Shirley's wedding day dawns to a somewhat inauspi-
cious start. Gareth has a post stag-night hangover, his 
bride is three months pregnant and Grandad is con-
fused after getting stranded in the outside loo, wonder-
ing whether Shirley is marrying Gareth or his good look-
ing brother Kenneth. You may not be surprised that re-
lations between Gareth, Kenneth and Shirley becomed 
somewhat strained and on the night when the baby is 
born, Kenneth overhears some shattering news...!  
Do come to see what happens and enjoy the fun.  
 
Performances start at 7.45pm on 14th, 15th and 16th 
October in the Village Hall. The box office is open on 
01491 680556 
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Officers of the Parish 
 
Officiating Priest: 

Reverend Father Peter Jefford 
27 Ashlong Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 0NH 

01865 760593 

Churchwardens: 
Eiluned Jones, Wells House. 

0118 984 4839 
John Dolby, Highway Cottage. 

0118 984 2140 
Deputies: Alan Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close 

0118 984 4489 
Jo Adams, Windings,  Whitchurch Hill 

0118 984 3362 

Honorary Secretary: 
Wendy Ferguson, 21 Swanston Field.  0118 984 1262 

Organist and Choirmaster: 
Anne Bolam, 6 Hillview Close, Long Lane 

 0118 942 1020 

Honorary Treasurer: 
Robert Plumb, Uplands Cottage. 

0118 984 4838 

Assistant Treasurer: 
Fred Phillipson, 2 Duchess Close. 

0118 984 3181 

Captain of the Bellringers: 
Stephanie May, 0118 957 2596 

Editors, Parish Magazine 
 Sue & Alan Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close 
0118 984 4489 or email suematt@waitrose.com 

  

Officers of the Parish 
Parish Priest: 

Reverend Dr Peter Steddon 
Rectory Cottage, Whitchurch on Thames 

0118 984 1473 
Churchwardens: 

Paul Witcher, Shepherds Close, Whitchurch-on-Thames 
0118 984 4959 

Jo Adams, Windings, Goring Heath Road, Whitchurch Hill 
0118 984 3362 

Vergers: 
 St Mary’s Alan Matthews 984 4489 
 St John’s Pat Turner  984 4200 

 
Honorary Secretary: 
Claire Drazin, Coombeside Cottage, Whitchurch-on-Thames 

0118 984 1219 
Organist and Choirmaster: 

Julian Oxley, Applecroft, Upper Basildon, RG8 8NT 
                             01491 671415 
Honorary Treasurer: 

Robert Plumb, Uplands Cottage. 
0118 984 4838 

Assistant Treasurer: 
Tony Voysey, Mow Cop, High Street. 

0118 984 3946 
Captain of the Bellringers: 

Stephanie May, 0118 957 2596 
Editor, Parish Magazine 

 Sue Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close 
0118 984 4489 or email: suematt@waitrose.com 

Team Rector: 
Reverend Kevin Davies 

The Rectory, Checkendon, RG8 0SR 
01491 680252 

www.langtree.org 
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October 
Services for ….. 

3rd October, 17th After Trinity  
 St John’s 8 a.m. Holy Communion 
 St Mary’s 10 a.m. Pets Service 

followed by 
  11.30 am Said Eucharist 

 10th October 18th after Trinity 
 St Mary’s 8 a.m. Holy Communion 

 St John’s 10 a.m. 
 
Harvest  
Thanksgiving 
  

 St Mary’s 6 p.m. Evening Prayer 

17th October, 19th after Trinity 
 

 St John’s 8 a.m. Holy Communion  
 

 St Mary’s 10 a.m. Harvest  
Thanksgiving 

 Holy Communion at Eastfield House at 11:30 a.m. 

24th October, Last after Trinity  
Bible Sunday 

 St Mary’s 8 a.m. Holy Communion 
Revd John Evans 
 

 St John’s 10 a.m. Parish Communion 
Revd John Evans 

 St Mary’s 6 p.m. Evening Prayer 


