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CAPSTICK [l Wtcoue i A

Tel: 01491 839895

FINE FURNITURE 24 hr Answering Auto/

You can alwaystell a hand-made piece of fine
quality fitted furniture!

lan Capstick will personally discuss, design
and make those very special pieces you always
promised yourself:

Your own fully fitted office study.

A unique, hand-crafted kitchen to your

design.

Beautiful bookcases, cupboards or
Qvardrobes, free-standing or to fit an alcove. /

‘Brambly Thatch’
A holiday cottage near
Whitchurch Hill—so
handy when family or
friends from afar come
to stay. Cal Kateor
John Hatt on
(0118) 984 3121

QUALITY Brick
and Flintwork. All types
of building work
undertaken.
Please phonefor friendly
advice/estimate.
Philip Wise
0118 984 4318

BATEMANS (OPTICIANS) LTD
COMPLETE PROFESSIONAL EYECARE

21 Reading Road,

Pangbourne RG8 7LR g c

Tel: 0118 984 2428




A Letter for March 2003
from the Reverend Father Peter Jefford

Dear People of the Parish,

Thereis a very fine Welsh hymn with both rousing
words and an equally rousing tune, and the great hymn starts
with these words: Guide me O thou great redeemer, pilgrim
through this barren land.

The writer saw himself asa pilgrim in the time of the
great Exodus. Anyone who takes part in the adventure called
the Christian Faith must always see himself, or hersdf, asa
pilgrim. One who is always willing to be led.

Guide me O thou great redeemer,
Pilgrim through this barren land.

Wedo not livein abarren land but we areliving
through barren times. Welivein aworld that seemsto fed a
present sense of fear for the future. A fear of another terrorist
attack. A fear that we may be entering into a second Gulf
War.

There are other things that make this seem like a barren
time. Thenationisfar from at ease with itself. If you haveto
live on savings and investments as a retired person then you
have seen the value of your sources of income declinefor a
whole year.

If we search for good news in the media thereis only
barrenness. And at present in the world of politics we are
living not through a phoney war but atime of phoney peace,
and people, like children, are unsettled. Somebody once
wrote these very simple words: ‘ All that is necessary for the
triumph of evil isthat in bad times good men do nothing.’

Somehow we need to remember thetitles of the three
great war-time films, that some of us will remember from
World War 2, that told us something of the lives of the men
who werefighting. The first was about the Army and called
The Way Ahead, the second was about the Navy and called In




Which We Serve, and the third about the RAF called The Way
To The Sars.

Two of them were about journeys, to find a way ahead,
to find that better world. But the second title was not
original, it came as a quotation from the prayer book. It
comes from the Form of Prayer to be used at sea and these are
the words of the prayer:

Be pleased to receive into thy almighty and most
gracious protection the person of us thy servants and the fleet
in which we serve.

Itisnot ‘in which we serve’ but ‘the fleet in which we serve'.
So we must think of ourselves still as pilgrims on a journey, if
not on the way to the stars at least on the way ahead. And we
travel together, if not in ‘the fleet in which we serve’ but at
least in the church in which we serve.

But we do need the pilgrim’s vision, who had in his
heart the vision of the greatness of God:

| am weak but thou art might,
Hold me with thy powerful hand.

He also had the concept of direction:

Let thefiery cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through.

And at the end there was this sense of redemptive salvation:

When | tread the verge of Jordan

Bid my anxious fears subside.

Death of death and hell’ s destruction
Land me safe on Canaan’s side.

We are going into Lent and going into the time of Christ’s
Passion and these are to be great times to exercise our Faith,
asthe children of God and each and all members of Christ’s
church.

With my best wishes to you all,
Peter Jefford



NOTICES FROM THE PARISH REGISTER
Cremation

On Monday, February 17th at Reading
Crematorium, Frederick Alun Jones, aged 95
years, of Wells House, Eastfield Lane.

Burial of Ashes

On Friday, February 21st, at St Mary’s, Frederick
Alun Jones of Wells House, Eastfield Lane.

Rest eternal grant unto him: may light perpetual
shine upon him.

Looking Ahead—dates for your diary

2 servicesfor ASH WEDNESDAY, March 5th

Langtree Team Ministry Eucharig at 7.30 pm for al the parishes at
SS Peter and Paul Checkendon.

All Churches Together
Joint service 8 p.m. &t Mary’s, Purley.

Lent Lunchesfrom 5th March seepage 12
All ChurchesTogether Lent Groups from March 9th—see page 8
Mother’s Day Family Service Sunday March 30th 4 p.m. &t Marys

April
Licensing Service for Reverend Doctor Peter Steddon on Monday
28th April, 7.30 pm St Mary’'s.

PCC AGM Sunday 27th April after Evensong 6 pm St Mary's

May
Bar-B-Q for Peter Jefford’s Farewell on Sunday 18th May, 12
noon, Goring Heath Parish Hall.



EngLQFLeLd Tel : 0118 9304898

Open : Mon-Sat 9-5pm
(Sundays 10-4pm May & June)

CﬁHDLRC[NTRE

Mother’'s Day Primroses, pansies
March 30th Fruit Trees
Planted baskets and bowls Seed Potatoes
Gifts Seeds

Pots and containers Roses here from Mid Feb

Where we are ~ Whoweare
We are 3 miles from junction 12 of the Englefield Garden Centre is part of
M4. Englefield village is signposted off TACT, a charity providing training

the A340 Theale to Pangbourne road. & therapy to people with learning
disabilities

A reply to Kevin Davies' letter in the February edition
Dear Editor

I'd like to reinforce the Team Rector's plea to reduce
speed when driving through the village.

Last April, on the outskirts of Yattendon, a young
motorist pulled out in front of me without warning. The
head-on collision that resulted wrote off both cars. If I'd
been exceeding the 30 mph speed limit, one or both of
us could have been killed or seriously injured.

The average person weighs about 10 stone; the
average car weighs about a ton. In a collision, there's
no contest.

The solution: the slower you're moving, the more time
you've got to react to the unexpected.

Or, as Kevin put it so succinctly: slow down.

Yours faithfully

Peter Mottley




Boze Down Vineyard, Hardwick Road

Award winning red and white wines made from grapes grown
. atBozeDown. Freetastings every weekend,
except January and February, when we are open by
appointment only.
Saturday 11— 6pm, Sunday noon—>5pm
Tel: 0118 984 4031

Osteopath
Cranial and Structural Osteopathy
Whitchurch Hill
Karen L Phillips, D.O.
For appointments, call 0118 984 4202

WARMINGHAM

=%
A'feng established independent family company/
_ectallsngmthesaleand letting of villa i

Intry and rlverg propErnths | 1'
EAsE egffﬂaetq anifformal and
nfida @‘Pfssuﬁsl on reg @ij ixlrérémfs

4/5High Street, Goring-on-Thames, Nr. Reading RG8 9AT

Salesand Valuations Lettings& Property Management
Tel: 01491 874144 Tel: 01491 875011
e-mail: sales@warmingham.com e-mail: |ettings@warmingham.com

www.warmingham.com
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TANIA NEESON: PILATES

Pilatesis a stress free method of exercising
suitable for all
It isrelaxing and energising and produces great results
Flatter/toned abdominals Improved self esteem
Stress management/relaxation  Improved immune system
Strength/flexibility Coordination/balance
Taniais afriendly, qualified teacher running classesin
Goring/Streatley, Whitchurch Hill, Pangbourne and Reading
Morning, afternoon and evening classes
weekdays and weekends.
Please call 0118 984 4310 for details and to book Iessons

All Churches together in Pangbourne and
District are running Lent Groups commencing the
week beginning March 9th. The material used will
be based on the national campaign Face Values
and will discuss such issues as: trust in public life,
the value of human life, marriage and the family,
forgiveness. If you would like to join one of these
groups and have not had a form to fill in please
contact Geraldine (9844959) or Tanya (9843069)

WHITCHURCH PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
The Annual General Meeting
will beheld in St Mary’s Church
on 27th April.
The meeting will commence with Evensong at 6pm

Nominations for e ection to the Council should be madein
writing to Wendy Ferguson, 21 Swanston Field, Whitchurch.




REVEREND DOCTOR PETER STEDDON

| am delighted to report that, following the recent
interview process, the Reverend Doctor Peter Steddon has
been appointed as the House for Duty Priest for the parish
of St Mary’sand St John’s.

Bishop Colin of Dorchester will officiate at the
Licensing Serviceto be held at St Mary’sat 7.30 pm on
Monday 28th April, after which there will be areception
in the Rectory when parishioners will get an opportunity
to meet our new priest.

It is however sad that we will belosing Father Peter
Jefford who has served us so kindly and so thoughtfully
since theretirement of Richard Hughes. | am sure he will
be greatly missed but he will always be wel come back
here. To this end we will be hosting a Bar-B-Q lunchin
his honour at Goring Heath Parish Hall on Sunday 18th
May at 12 noon.

It would be only to appropriate to send Peter off
with a farewell gift and anyone wishing to contribute to
this should send their donations to Rob Plumb, Uplands
Cottage, Whitchurch. 1t would also be useful to know, for
catering purposes, if you intend to come to the Bar-B-Q.
Please let Jo Adams know on 984 3362.

Alan Matthews
Church Warden

Mothers’ Day Family Service

The next family service will be on Mothers’ Day
March 30"
We hope lots of people will come to St Mary’s at 4 pm
and enjoy sharing in a short, informal service where we
thank God for mothers and enjoy being family together.
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Children’s Page

The story of David
Chapter 2 Born tobeKing

David was the youngest in hisfamily. No one thought he was
important. ..

....except — God did!

God had plans for David that no one could have imagined. And the
plans started working out likethis:

One day a very important person arrived in David’ s village. It was
Samuel —the prophet of God. Everyone knew that Samuel! listened
to God and did what God told him. But they were all alittle bit
afraid of him too. He was very close to God. And that might be a bit
scary. So they did what Samuel told them.

Thistime Samuel said he wanted a special church service and all
the people were to come. He specially invited David' s dad and told
him to bring all his sons.

What Samuel knew, because God had told him, but the people of
the village didn’t because God hadn’t told them, was that he had
come to choose the man who was going to be the next king of
Israel. But God hadn’t told Samuel who it was. He only knew it
would be one of Jesse's sons.

So when Samud saw David's oldest brother — Eliab —he felt sure
this was the man God had chosen. Eliab was tall and strong. He was
good looking too with bright brown eyes and afriendly smile. It
must be Eliab.

But God said, ‘No, not this one.” Samuel was disappointed. Eliab
looked perfect for aking. He d look splendid in a purple cloak and
with a crown on his head. ‘ People judge people by what they [ook
like; God told him, ‘but | look at what isin their hearts. Eliab isn’t
the one.’

So Samud |ooked at David’' s next brother. Abinadab. He was tall



and grong and very clever. ‘' This must be the one,” Samuel thought.
But God said, ‘No, not this one either.’

So along came Shammah, son number three. * No, thisisn’t the
one’

The same happened with sonsfour, five, six and seven. They were
all fine strong, handsome young men, but Samuel knew God hadn’t
chosen any of them. Now he was confused. God had definitey told
him it would be one of Jesse' s sons. He' d seen them all and none
was theright one.

‘ Do you have any more sons? Samuel asked Jesse, sounding
puzzled.

‘Oh yes, there' s the youngest, David. He is out looking after the
sheep. Buthe'sonly alad.’

‘Send for him. We can't start till he' shere,” Samuel said.

S0 Jesse sent for his youngest son. When David arrived Samuel saw
a healthy good-looking boy with a happy face and a friendly smile.
‘Thisisthe one’ God told Samudl. ‘ Get up and pour oil on his
head. He will bethe next king.” So Samuel poured oil on David's
head as a sign that God had chosen him to be the next king.

What a change — from shepherd boy to king! But David would have
lots of adventures before he did become king.

He must have been very surprised mustn’t he? He was used to the
older ones doing things, and now it seemed that he had something
exciting to look forward to. Sometimes it fedls like that for us too.
Everyone el se seems to be cleverer, more sporty, better 1ooking, or
just plain older. But, just as God had something planned especially
for David he has something planned just for you. And finding out
what God has planned for your lifeis actually the most exciting
adventure of all —even if itisn’t to make you a king!

Geraldine Witcher

11



12

LENT LUNCHES 2003

We hope you will come along to one or more of the Lent
lunches being held in the Parish. This year a proportion of the
money raised will be donated to two charities, one local and one
international:  Resource (Reading Mental Health Resource
Centre) and Water Aid.

A phone call beforehand to the host would be appreciated to
get an idea of numbers — but it’s fine just to turn up between
12.30 and 2.00 pm.

This year lunches will take place as follows:

Wed 5 March The Coach House, Whitchurch
Nigel and Barbara Grove 984 2993

Wed 12 March Windings, Whitchurch Hill
Harvey and Jo Adams 984 3362

Wed 19 March Coombe Lodge, Hartslock Bridleway,
Dalby and Lesley Landen 984 2414

Wed 26 March Uplands Cottage, Whitchurch
Rob and Jenny Plumb 984 4838

Wed 2 April The Peach House, High Street, Whitchurch
(opposite Rectory)
David and Susan Lee 984 2866

Wed 9 April Keepers Cottage, Whitchurch Hill
(down lane beside Goring Heath Parish Hall)
David and Ann Wilson 984 4620

Many thanks to those who have offered to hold lunches in their
homes



PURLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Talks

The talk on 19th March will be given by Mr. Bob Aggiss - one
of the 'greenest finger' gardeners in Berkshire, with a wealth
of knowledge on many gardening topics. Do come to hear
what is sure to be a very informative talk and pick up tips on
how to get the best results from your house and conservatory
plants.

Trading
The Trading Store is open every Saturday and Sunday from

10 a.m. until 11 a.m. Membership of Purley Horticultural
Society, costing only £1 for a year, is tremendous value; not
only can you buy items at the Store at lower prices than most
other sources, but also you can make further savings on
purchases at Collins of Pangbourne, BSB Garden Machinery,
Sulham Lane (repairs, servicing and new mowers), Phone
9843601, Englefield Garden Centre (9304898), Glenvale
Nursery, Bradfield Southend (9744006) and Newington
Gardens, Newington on the A329 road, north of Shillingford
(01865-400533). Please remember to show your membership
card at the start of any transaction, as tills have to be set to
deduct discount in some outlets.

Spring Show
This will be held in Purley Memorial Hall, Glebe Road on Sat-

urday, 5th April. The Show will be open to members of the
public from 2.30 p.m. until 4 p.m. Even if you are unable to
enter, please come along to support the participants. Sched-
ules will be available at the Trading Store from late February.

Plant Sale

We wish to ensure that there will be a wide choice of plants
available at the Sale on 17 May to satisfy your needs. If there
are any species you would particularly like to buy, please let
us know and give us some idea of the quantity.

Marion Dabbs
9422349
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Friends of St John’s Dinner—25th January

Our third Annual Dinner was the resounding
success and the wonderful value which we have come to
expect. Catering by Jo and Harvey Adams, expertly
assisted on the night by Ingrid Dreweattt, Committee
Member, and devoted friends Pauline and Alan, was
excellent. In the interests of health and hygiene Jo
steadfastly refused to get the prawns for the cocktail out of
the fridge until all fifty-six diners were sitting down, so
cool and professional she is! We thank Lucy and James
Norman for their generosity; they provided organic
Hardwick beef for the goulash, and what’s more, | can
recommend their wonderful organic beef sausages as well,
try them! We are very grateful also to our Parish Hall
Manager, Caroline Brooks, and County Catering for the
generous loan of cutlery without charge. And Ingrid’s
decorations completed the dressing of the tables very
effectively.

We had a rare opportunity to hear a vintage Stanley
Holloway monologue as an after-dinner treat, and thank
Hilda Tarsnane most warmly for energetically and
fluently entertaining us so late in the evening with a
splendid ‘Albert and the Lion’. The raffle was as ever
popular with the punters and raised the amazing sum of
£172. Our fund-raising at the moment focuses on the
church porch doors, now faced to keep birds out with
rather gruesome wire mesh, and soon to be replaced.

Many thanks to all who supported this congenial
occasion which so effectively brightens up a dark patch of
the winter, and to those who organised and helped. Next
year’s date will shortly be available for your diaries!

Kate Giles,
Hon Secretary.



For all your travel needs—
leisure or business,
simple or complex

5, High Street, Pangbourne,
Reading RG8 7AE

Brooking Travel

Tel: 0118 984 4166 Fax: 0118 984 3393

Please submit all copy for the next month’s magazine by the
20th. 1 look forward to receiving your news, views, |etters, etc.
This magazine appears in the Church section on the village web
site, see: www.whitchurchonthames.com

Sue Matthews suematt@waitrose.com

BAYWEST ARBORISTS

Tree Surgeons
Joe and Andrew have over 10 years experience in the field of Tree
Surgery and guarantee a reliable, prompt and personal service,
tackling any aspect of tree and hedge work. Fully qualified and
insured.

Reducing and Reshaping

Felling

Dismantling

Hedge Reduction and Trimming
Free Quotations

Woodchips supplied

Tel: 0118 943 1731  Mobile: 07929 989319
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Ace Property

House Maintenance
Plumbing & Electrical Repairs
Carpentry & Glazing
Lock Fitting
Guttering & Small Roof Repairs

All General House M

aintenance Repairs

Mobile: 077522 85222 Td: 0118 9710579
Web. http://aceproperty.2cuk.co.uk
Email PaulHMorris@onetel .net.uk

Proprietor
Paul H Morris New Hope Beenham RG7 5NN

More Misprints
The pastor would appreciate it

if the ladies of the

congregation would lend him their electric girdles for
the pancake breakfast next Sunday morning.

The Low Self Esteem Support

Group will meet

Thursday at 7 pm. Please use the back door.

This evening at 7 pm there will be a hymn sing in the
park across from the church. Bring a blanket and come

prepared to sin.

PIANO

TUNING
Over 20 years
experience

MARTIN RYLEY
0118 926 6464

Association of Blind Piano Tuners

Rupert Landen
Furniture Restorer

33 Grove Hill
Caversham
Reading RG4 8PN
(01491) 682396




Eastfiedld House
Eastfield Lane
Whitchurch on

Thames Y our local
registered rest home,
al single rooms, some
garden flats, very
reasonable terms.
Tel: 0118 984 2586

Abbott’s
Shoe Repairs and

Leather Goods

(Prop: Richard Deverill)
18 Reading Road
Pangbourne

(0118) 984 1155

Whitchurch Theatre Club
...takes you to plays and
concerts about once a month;
matinees & evenings, London
& provinces. If interested,
contact Mrs Diana Marriott,
23 Hillside, Hardwick Road
Whitchurch-on-Thames
RG8 7HL
Tel: 0118 984 4582

Holiday Flat
Cascais, Portugal
A pretty fishing port
and resort, 45 minutes
from Lisbon. 2 double
bedrooms, fully
equipped. Ring the
owners on 0118 984
2653 for more details

FEEEEEEEEEE NN EEE N FEEE R

GORING HEATH
PARISH HALL
(opposite St John’s Church,
Whitchurch Hill)

Great facilitiesin traditional
surroundings. ldeal for family
parties and socia gatherings
Pleasering
Caroline Brooks
07947 076290

FEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEAEEEENNENNNEENENERNEN

Chiltern Domestic
Appliances
Guaranteed repairs and
servicing for Hoo-
ver,Hotpoint, Zanussi, Ben-
dix, Indesit & all major
brands. Washing ma-
chines, tumble dryers
and dishwashers. Low call
out fee and prompt atten-
tion.

Tel: 01491 681526
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Mothers Union

Rotherfield Branch will be meeting on Tuesday,
March 18th. at 2.30 p.m. We will be beginning with
the Spring Service in All Saints Church at Peppard
followed by the AGM in the adjoining Peppard
Parish Room.

The annual Diocesan service to mark Lady Day is
in Christchurch Cathedral in Oxford on Tuesday,
March 25th. at 11.00 a.m.

Our Prayer Group will continue to meet monthly at
Abbots Lodge, this month on Thursday, March
20th. If anyone would like to attend but needs
transport please phone me on 01491 680288 for a
lift.

Mary Kent

RG Bridgewater
Bespoke Picture Restorer and Framer

Established in the trade since 1956
(Apprenticed at Reading Fine Art Gallery, and with
Picture Crafts of London Street, Reading)

Oils and Pastels restored

Watercolours, Engravings and Prints de-foxed and
cleaned
Conservation Mounting and Framing and all aspects
of framing undertaken

2 Enterprise House, 41 Reading Road, RG8 7THY
Pangbourne (0118) 984 4622



Officers of the Parish

Officiating Priedt:
Reverend Father Peter Jefford
27 Ashlong Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 ONH

01865 760593
Churchwardens:
Alan Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close
0118 984 4489
Jo Adams, Windings, Goring Heath Road, Whitchurch Hill
0118 984 3362
Vergers:
St Mary's Eiluned Jones 984 483
St John's Pat Turner 984 4200
Honorary Secretary:
Wendy Ferguson, 21 Swanston Field.
0118 984 1262

Organist and Choirmaster:
Julian Oxley, Applecroft, Upper Basildon, RG8 8NT
01491 671415
Honorary Treasurer:
Robert Plumb, Uplands Cottage.
0118 984 4838
Assistant Treasurer:
Tony Voysey, Mow Cop, High Street.
0118 984 3946
Captain of the Bellringers:
Stephanie May, 0118 957 2596
Editor, Parish Magazine
Sue Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close
0118 984 4489 or email: suematt@waitrose.com

Team Rector:
Reverend Kevin Davies
The Rectory, Checkendon, RG8 0SR
01491 680252

\@
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March
2nd March, The Sunday Next before Lent
St John’s 8am. The Holy Communion
St Mary's 10 am. Parish Communion
9th March, TheFirst Sunday of Lent
St May's 8am. The Holy Communion
St John’s 10 am. Parish Communion
St Mary's 6 p.m. Evening Prayers
16th March, The Second Sunday of Lent
St John’s 8am. The Holy Communion
St Mary's 10 am. Parish Communion
23rd March, The Third Sunday of Lent
St May's 8am. The Holy Communion
St John’s 10 am. Parish Communion
St Mary's 6 p.m. Evening Prayers
30th March, The Fourth Sunday of L ent
Mothering Sunday
St John’s 8am. The Holy Communion
St Mary's 10 am. Matins
St Mary's 4 p.m. Family Service
© ©
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