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Pightle Croft \

Whitchurch Hill
Tel: 01235 767103
Mob: 07971 603022

CAPSTICK

FINE FURNITURE

You can alwaystell a hand-made piece of fine
quality fitted furniture!

lan Capstick will personally discuss, design
and make those very special pieces you always
promised yourself:

Your own fully fitted office study.

A unique, hand-crafted kitchen to your
design.

Beautiful bookcases, cupboards or
Qvardrobes, free-standing or to fit an alcove. /

‘Brambly Thatch’
A holiday cottage near
Whitchurch Hill—so

QUALITY Brick
and Flintwork. All types
of building work

handy when family or
friends from afar come
to stay. Cal Kateor
John Hatt on
(0118) 984 3121

Please phonefor friendly

undertaken.
advice/estimate.

Philip Wise
0118 984 4318

BATEMANS (OPTICIANS) LTD
COMPLETE PROFESSIONAL EYECARE

21 Reading Road,

Pangbourne RG8 7LR

Tel: 0118 984 2428

& F




Dear friendsin Christ,

The past few weeks have been memorable ones for me,
beginning with the licensing at St Mary’s by Bishop Calin,
and the party afterwards at the Rectory --- well up to
legendaryg Whitchurch
Standards! It was . good to have both
my daughters back in the UK and
staying with me for that occasion: thank
you al for making them feel so
welcome and also for continuing the
tradition of Sunday § 4 b breskfasts, to help
me begin to get to ~ know you better. |
have been called a number of names since | arrived, such as
Rector or Father (those are just the ones | know about!) but |
am very comfortable just being addressed as Peter: that’s my
Christian name, after all.

Being a part-time House for Duty priest is a new experience
for me, as having oneisfor you. | think it would help us all if
| give you some idea when you can normally expect meto be
available, and when not. My time commitment is for 2 days
per week, plus Sundays. For now, let's say that those 2 days
are normally Tuesday and Friday. (So | won't normally be
accessible on Mondays, Wednesdays or Thursdays, but you
can leave a voice message on 0118 984 1473 or send an email
to petersteddon@hotmail.com and | will respond as soon as
possible) My ‘Sabbath rest’ is normally from sunset Friday
to sunset Saturday (not that much rest is usually involved).

Last Sunday we had two wonderful celebrations: welcoming
Oliver Barker at his baptism as a new member of our church,
and saying thank you and au revoir (because we shall keep in
touch and ask him back) to Fr Peter Jefford at a barbecue at
‘St John's Rooms'. Thanks to Harvey and helpers for
manfully bearing the burden and heat of the barbie, and all
who helped prepare such a good send-off.



Coming events: on Thursday 29" May we shall be
celebrating the Ascension with a Team Eucharist at 7.30 pm
at Stoke Row. Then we can look forward to the great feast of
Pentecost on 8" June. This year Whitchurch benefice will be
involved with the whole Langtree Team in the Stoke Row
Steam Rally at Ipsden, and there will be NO 10AM
SERVICE that day, but a Team Service at the Rally at 11am.
I will take an 8am Communion at St John’s, and there will
also be an ecumenical service at Pangbourne Fete at 3pm

Asthey waited for the promised Holy Spirit at the first
Pentecogt, the early disciples must have been wondering how
to be the church in their world and live the Christian life in
their community, both individually and corporately. From
mid-June, a 6-week programme of small group mestings,
based on Christian Aid materials and entitled “ Act Justly”,
will run locally and address those same issues. | have seen the
course programme and it looks very interesting. More details
appear esewhere in this magazine, or call Paul and
Geraldine Whitcher on 984 4959.

The Nativity of John the Baptist is on 24" June, which this
year falls on a Tuesday. | suggest that this year we mark the
occasion with a simple said celebration of the Eucharist at St
John’s at 7pm on that day. (We need to decide how and when
to mark the Patronal Festivalsin future, because we have a
choice of 2 dates for St John, and at least 4 for the Blessed
Virgin.)

On 29" June we will be celebrating St Peter, Apostle and
Martyr (one of my favourites: big mouth, big feet, big heart)
and the quarterly Family Service will take placeat St Mary’s
that afternoon. A Family Serviceisfor the whole church
family, not just thetinies, so do come along and share the
worship.

Yoursin Christ Jesus, {%ﬁ
S =



NOTICES FROM THE PARISH REGISTER

Holy Baptism

On Sunday, May 18th, at St Mary’s, Oliver, the
son of Guy and Emma Barker of Myrtle Cottage,
Hardwick Road.

Cremation

On Friday, May 2nd, at Reading Crematorium,
John Logue of Purley Rise, followed by a Memorial
Service at St Mary’s.

Rest eternal grant unto him: may light perpetual
shine upon him.

Looking Ahead—dates for your diary
5" July Elizabethan Singers are returning to St. Johns Church with
‘Music for a Summer Evening’
20th June 2003 at 12 noon until 4 pm
Bonhams & Brooks Auctioneers of Henley
have agreed to hold a valuation day in the
Goring Heath Parish Hall Whitchurch Hill

FAMILY SERVICE

29th June

4 p.m.

St Mary’s




Tel : 0118 9304898 EngL eﬁel
Open : Mon-Sat 9-5pm .., =3
(Sundays 10-4pm May & June)

(.IvﬂxHDLT\ CENTRE

Bedding Plants _ _
_ Gifts Section
Hanging Baskets Composts
Vegetable Plants Roses & Clematis
Herbs & Alpines
Where we are Who we are

We are 3 miles from junction 12 of the Englefield Garden Centre is part of
M4. Englefield village is signposted off TACT, acharity providing training

the A340 Theale to Pangbourne road. & therapy to people with learning
disabilities

WHITCHURCH UNITED CHARITIES

You will have read earlier this year of the new
form this old Parish Charity will take to assist
with the tools of education, where there is a
need, from 1st June 2003.

Thos seeking details and the application form,
should please apply to John Dolby, in writing,
at Highway Cottage, High Street, Whitchurch on
Thames, Reading RG8 7DB

No Time to do the Ironing? Contact Speedy Press
Free Collection & Delivery Returned within 24 Hours
For more information Telephone : 01491 681402



Boze Down Vineyard, Hardwick Road

Award winning red and white wines made from grapes grown
. atBozeDown. Freetastings every weekend,
except January and February, when we are open by
appointment only.
Saturday 11— 6pm, Sunday noon—>5pm
Tel: 0118 984 4031

Osteopath
Cranial and Structural Osteopathy
Whitchurch Hill
Karen L Phillips, D.O.
For appointments, call 0118 984 4202

WARMINGHAM

=%
A'feng established independent family company/
_ectallsngmthesaleand letting of villa i

Intry and rlverg propErnths | 1'
EAsE egffﬂaetq anifformal and
nfida @‘Pfssuﬁsl on reg @ij ixlrérémfs

4/5High Street, Goring-on-Thames, Nr. Reading RG8 9AT

Salesand Valuations Lettings& Property Management
Tel: 01491 874144 Tel: 01491 875011
e-mail: sales@warmingham.com e-mail: |ettings@warmingham.com

www.warmingham.com




TANIA NEESON: PILATES

Pilatesis a stress free method of exercising
suitable for all
It isrelaxing and energising and produces great results

Flatter/toned abdominals Improved self esteem
Stress management/relaxation  Improved immune system
Strength/flexibility Coordination/balance

Taniais afriendly, qualified teacher running classesin
Goring/Streatley, Whitchurch Hill, Pangbourne and Reading
Morning, afternoon and evening classes
weekdays and weekends.
Please call 0118 984 4310 for details and to book Iessons

i

W ADS Summer 2003
“Heatstroke”

a thriller / farce by
Eric Chappell

produced by Gloria McAdden
Thurs 26™ June,Fri 27" June and Sat 28" June at7.45pm.

W oodcote Village Hall
Take a mix-up

when a luxurious Spanish holday villa is double-
booked by two couples,

when their identical holdalls getconfused with a
third thatis fullof money

Enter the sinister person hunting for the third holdall.

All the ingredients for tension, mystery, startling plot
reversals and farce!

Box Office - 01491 680494

Tickets £5.00 & concessions £4.00 (not Saturday)




(Rector’s magazine offering for the month of June)

Thislagt month Checkendon haslost a very good friend. We have
said farewell to Faith Bowell, and the whole community gathered in
Church to pay our last respects. We were blessed by the Revd
David Oshorne’ s words, we enjoyed the flowers so kindly |eft by
the Braclick and Underwood families from their joyful wedding a
few days earlier, and we commended Faith into God's mercy and
care.

When death comes so close to a community it is hard to remember
that it was not part of God's original plan for humankind. But
thanks to our sinfulness, our rebellion against God, death isnow a
fact of life. Thereisno use denyingit. It isfinal that we return to
the earth.
But the plan that God has for his people was revealed in glory with
Christ, and we live now in the hope of God’s life being restored to
us all when Christ comes again.
Dwight L Moody said “ Soon you will read in the papersthat
Moody is dead. Don’t you believeit, for | shall be morealive than |
am now.”
The Anglican divine Richard Baxter wrote:

Christ leads me through no darker rooms

Than he went through before;

And he that to God’ s kingdom comes

Must enter by this door.

My knowledge of that lifeis small,

The eye of faithisdim;

But its just enough that Christ knows all,

And | shall bewith him

It makes all the difference when we face death with Christ at our
side. Heis our hope, strength, and courage. We need never be afraid
of the dark night of death, for Christ has gone before us. Heis the
Way, and the Light of the World. He isthe resurrection and thelife.
Because he lives, we will live also.

May the life and the joy of therisen Christ fill you with hope and
peace, now and forever.

Y our Rector Kevin Davies
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Children’s Page

The story of David
Chapter 5 Good friends and bad enemies

Have you ever heard the rhyme

‘Make friends make friends,

Never never break friends ?

Maybe you’ ve even said it yourself with your own
friends. Good friends are nice to have aren’t they?
Someone to play with, to share secrets with, to enjoy
treats together with. Someone to be with us and on our
side when other people are horrid. David needed a friend
like that.

After David killed the giant, he didn’t marry the princess
— not because he didn’t want to but because the king
turned into his enemy. He got jealous. David became a
very good soldier and was in charge of lots of other sol-
diers. Every time he went into battle he won. The people
were very proud of David and cheered whenever they
saw him. All this made the king jealous. He decided to
send David to the most dangerous places so he would be
killed. But that didn’t work. David and his soldiers
fought bravely and won every time. So the king got
more and more jealous.

But the king’s son Jonathan had become David' s friend.
They were about the same age and Jonathan was glad
David had killed the giant. They made a promise always
to be friends — maybe a bit like our little rhyme. To
prove his friendship Jonathan gave David aroyal robe,



and all his own armour to use. Jonathan was a very
good friend to David.

One day the king told Jonathan he wanted to kill David.
Jonathan was horrified. He went to tell his friend to keep
out of the king’sway. Then he tried to persuade his fa-
ther not to do such a dreadful thing.

Poor David. He had killed the giant, fought in the king’s
army, been loyal and obedient and the king wanted to
kill him.

But lucky David because he had a good friend who
looked after him and warned him.

Thiswasn’t what we expected, was it? David was sup-
posed to kill the giant, marry the princess and live hap-
pily ever after. That’'s how the fairy tales go. But this
isn't afairy tale, and our hero has a lot more adventures
to go through. Next time we' |l see how Jonathan helps
David escape being killed again.

Friends are important aren’t they? Without Jonathan
there wouldn’'t be any more of David's story to tell! We
might not have to save our friends from being killed, but
it"s good to be loyal and trustworthy like Jonathan was
to David. And you know, the best friend of all to have is
Jesus. He will never ever let us down. He's always ready
to listen when we pray to him, and he always under-
stands just how we feel.

Geraldine Witcher
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FRIENDS OF ST. JOHN'’S

Have you any Item that you would like to know the value of?
Bonhams & Brooks Auctioneers of Henley

have agreed to hold a valuation day in the Goring Heath Parish
Hall Whitchurch Hill

on the
20th June 2003 at 12 noon until 4 pm.

The entrance fee is £3 to include 1 item to be valued, tea or
coffee and biscuits with additional valuations at £1 per item.

Homemade soup and bread, a selection of ploughman'’s, wine
and soft drinks will be available at lunchtime.

All proceeds will be going to the Friends of St. John’s Church
which is opposite the Parish Hall. The church will be open for
people to look around all afternoon.

The Friends of St. John’s

The Friends of St. John’s invite you to a concert
with the

New Elizabethan Singers
‘Music for a Summer Evening’

at St John’s Church Whitchurch Hill
on the 5th July at 7.30pm
Tickets are £7.50
including wine and Canapés

Tickets are available from Jo Adams 0118 9843362



PURLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Plant Sale

The plant sale held on 17" May was very successful, thanks to the
support of the many people who bought plants and members of the
Society who looked after the sales, aswell as our luck with the
weather keeping dry. Salesincreased compared with last year. We
hope that plantswill grow well and people will be pleased with how
the plants perform during summer.

Visit to Clematis Corner, 15 Plough Close, Shillingford on 29" June at
12 noon.

There are still afew places available; pleasering J. Armstrong (0118-
9421645) to book. The garden specializes in clematis, with more than
300 varieties, grown in different ways within mixed flowerbeds, and
includes the National Collection of herbaceous clematis. We haveto
visit the garden as a party, and meet in Plough Close by 11.50 am. so
that the admission fee of £2 per person can be collected. From
Wallingford go across roundabout at the junction with the A4074 and
proceed onto A329 towards Warborough. Clematis Corner is about
200 yards from the roundabout and it is the first house on the | ft
inside Plough Close. Parking isin Plough Close, so please try to share
cars to minimize the number parking.

Shows
Schedules for the Late Summer Show to be held on Saturday, 13"
September are available at the Trading Shed.

Trading

The Shed in the Memorial Hall Car Park is open on Saturdays and
Sundays from 10 am. until 11 am. until the end of October. If you
have not renewed your subscription for this year, we would be grateful
if you could do so in thenear future. If you are anew resident in this
area, why not visit the Trading Shed to see the advantage of being a
member of the Society. The yearly subscription is only £1.

Marion Dabbs
9422349
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MOTHERS UNION

Our meeting this month will be held at the Peppard Parish
Room on Tues. June 17th. at 2.30p.m. when the speaker will
bethe curate at St. Mary's, Henley, S. American Rev. Ernesto
Losado Uzuriaga talking about his life and experiences which
should be very interesting.

Our Prayer Group will be at Abbots Lodge on Thurs. June
15th. at 2.30p.m.

Thetime set for our participation in the annual Wave of
Prayer is 10.30a.m. on Fri. June 13th. at All Saints Church,
Peppard.

Last month's speaker, Kate Harris, on 'Four Wild Women
from St. Matthew's Gospel' was very entertaining and much
appreciated by us all.

Anyoneis welcome at these meetings.

If anyone would like to attend but needs transport please
phone me on 01491 680288 for a lift.

Mary Kent.

ALL CHURCHESTOGETHER

Did you go to an All Churches Together Lent Group this
year? Did you enjoy it and wish there was something similar
to continue going to? Paul and | did, and we have found some
material which explores further some of the issuesraisedin
the Lent Groups.

Christian Aid's ‘Act Justly’ isa set of six sessions on topics
such as social issues, world debt, consumer power, ethical
lifestyle. So we decided to plan a series of * Summer Group’
meetings, starting on June 11™. If you would liketo join us
and consider how these and other issues relate to our
Christian faith, in arelaxed and friendly atmosphere, please
give us aring on 9844959 so we can confirm venue and make
sure we have enough booklets for everyone.

Geraldine Witcher



For all your travel needs—
leisure or business,
simple or complex

5, High Street, Pangbourne,
Reading RG8 7AE

Brooking Travel

Tel: 0118 984 4166 Fax: 0118 984 3393

Please submit all copy for the next month’s magazine by the
20th. 1 look forward to receiving your news, views, |etters,
etc.,in any format: hand-written, typed, email or on disk.
This magazine al so appears on the village web site, see:
www.whitchurchonthames.com

Sue Matthews suematt@waitrose.com

BAYWEST ARBORISTS

Tree Surgeons
Joe and Andrew have over 10 years experience in the field of Tree
Surgery and guarantee a reliable, prompt and personal service,
tackling any aspect of tree and hedge work. Fully qualified and
insured.

Reducing and Reshaping

Felling

Dismantling

Hedge Reduction and Trimming
Free Quotations

Woodchips supplied

Tel: 0118 943 1731  Mobile: 07929 989319
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Ace Property

House Maintenance
Plumbing & Electrical Repairs
Carpentry & Glazing
Lock Fitting
Guttering & Small Roof Repairs

All Genera House Maintenance Repairs

Mobile: 077522 85222 Td: 0118 9710579
Web. http://aceproperty.2cuk.co.uk
Email PaulHMorris@onetel .net.uk

Proprietor
Paul H Morris New Hope Beenham RG7 5NN

Funny Bones

A recent newsletter fromthe Swi ndon O d
Town Partnership of Churches pronoted a
lecture entitled 'Cannibalismto
Christianity in One Generation'.
Fol lowing the talk, nenbers were invited to
remain for the 'bring and share finger
buffet'.

Source: Witers' News.

Submitted by Peter Motley

PIANO Rupert Landen
TUNING Furniture Restorer
Over 20 years 33 Grove Hill
experience Caversham
MARTIN RYLEY Reading RG4 8PN
0118 f98|2(2I F(?4651 (01491) 682396
Association of Blind Piano Tuners




Eastfiedld House
Eastfield Lane
Whitchurch on

Thames Y our local
registered rest home,
al single rooms, some
garden flats, very
reasonable terms.
Tel: 0118 984 2586

Abbott’s
Shoe Repairs and

Leather Goods

(Prop: Richard Deverill)
18 Reading Road
Pangbourne

(0118) 984 1155

Whitchurch Theatre Club
...takes you to plays and
concerts about once a month;
matinees & evenings, London
& provinces. If interested,
contact Mrs Diana Marriott,
23 Hillside, Hardwick Road
Whitchurch-on-Thames
RG8 7HL
Tel: 0118 984 4582

Holiday Flat
Cascais, Portugal
A pretty fishing port
and resort, 45 minutes
from Lisbon. 2 double
bedrooms, fully
equipped. Ring the
owners on 0118 984
2653 for more details

FEEEEEEEEEE NN EEE N FEEE R

GORING HEATH
PARISH HALL
(opposite St John’s Church,
Whitchurch Hill)

Great facilitiesin traditional
surroundings. ldeal for family
parties and socia gatherings
Pleasering
Caroline Brooks
07947 076290

FEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEAEEEENNENNNEENENERNEN

Chiltern Domestic
Appliances
Guaranteed repairs and
servicing for Hoo-
ver,Hotpoint, Zanussi, Ben-
dix, Indesit & all major
brands. Washing ma-
chines, tumble dryers
and dishwashers. Low call
out fee and prompt atten-
tion.

Tel: 01491 681526
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WHITCHURCH HILL W.I.

Our May 20th meeting welcomed Mrs Jenny Moss, area-
organiser. She gave an excellent account of the resolutions
selected for submission to the N.F.W.Il. Annual General
Meeting.

The resolutions were as follows:

1. Obesity and diet related to health problems

2. To enable older people to live in comfort and dignity.
3. Promoting apprenticeship with wider skills.

All three were voted For. There was no vote Against.

Pat Turner gave the vote of thanks to Mrs mOss. We also
had a bring and buy table and £16.26 was raised for funds.
Mrs. J Hanna, Vice-President, brought the meeting to a close.

The next meeting is a visit to the Herb Farm at Sonning
Common.
May Cairns

RG Bridgewater
Bespoke Picture Restorer and Framer

Established in the trade since 1956
(Apprenticed at Reading Fine Art Gallery, and with
Picture Crafts of London Street, Reading)

Oils and Pastels restored

Watercolours, Engravings and Prints de-foxed and
cleaned
Conservation Mounting and Framing and all aspects
of framing undertaken

2 Enterprise House, 41 Reading Road, RG8 7THY
Pangbourne (0118) 984 4622



Officers of the Parish

Officiating Priedt:
Reverend Dr Peter Steddon
Rectory Cottage, Whitchurch on Thames

0118 984 1473
Churchwardens:
Alan Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close
0118 984 4489
Jo Adams, Windings, Goring Heath Road, Whitchurch Hill
0118 984 3362
Vergers:
St Mary's
St John's Pat Turner 984 4200
Honorary Secretary:
Wendy Ferguson, 21 Swanston Field.
0118 984 1262

Organist and Choirmaster:
Julian Oxley, Applecroft, Upper Basildon, RG8 8NT
01491 671415
Honorary Treasurer:
Robert Plumb, Uplands Cottage.
0118 984 4838
Assistant Treasurer:
Tony Voysey, Mow Cop, High Street.
0118 984 3946
Captain of the Bellringers:
Stephanie May, 0118 957 2596
Editor, Parish Magazine
Sue Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close
0118 984 4489 or email: suematt@waitrose.com

Team Rector:
Reverend Kevin Davies
The Rectory, Checkendon, RG8 0SR
01491 680252

\@
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June

1st June, The Seventh Sunday of Easter
St John’s 8am.  TheHoly Communion
St Mary's 10 am. Parish Communion

8th June, Day of Pentecost (Whit Sunday)
St May's 8am. The Holy Communion

Therewill be no 10am Parish Communion
3pm ATl Chvar ahes T ogaher on Pangbouhe Meadow
St Mary's 6 p.m. Evening Prayers
15th June, Trinity Sunday

St John’s 8am. The Holy Communion
St Mary's 10 am. Parish Communion

22nd June, First Sunday after Trinity
St May's 8am. The Holy Communion
St John’s 10 am. Parish Communion
St Mary's 6 p.m. Evening Prayers

29th June, Peter and Paul, Apostles
St John’s 8am. The Holy Communion
St Mary's 10 am. Matins
St Mary’'s 4p.m. Family Service
© ©




