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Pightle Croft Phone and fax: 01491
Whitchurch Hill 839895 (24h)

Mob: 07971 603022

RG8 7NY

Your own, fully fitted office/study
Unique, hand-crafted kitchen to your
own design

Beautiful bookcases, cupboards or ward-
robes, free-standing or to fit an alcove
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0118 984 3050 Road

- Coffee Shop

Duck’s

Wine Bar and QUALITY Brick and
~ Afriendly, Flintwork. All types of
intimate restau- building work under-

rant in the centre
of Pangbourne. taken. Please phone for

9:30am—>5:00pm
7:00pm —
11:00pm Philip Wise

11, Reading 0118 984 4318

friendly advice/estimate.

Osteopath
Cranial and Structural Osteopathy
Whitchurch Hill
Karen L Phillips, D.O.

For appointments, call 0118 984 4202




A letter from the Reverend Father Peter Jefford
Dear People of the Parish,

THE JEWEL IN THE CROWN

Sometimes in life the Jewel, or even the
Jewels, in the Crown can be hidden. But just of late
one such Jewel is being discerned. Here | speak of
the new awareness of the quality and the worth of
the Church of England Primary Schools in the land.
Suddenly they are all the rage, as they say. If | look
back over those many years of ministry | can
remember so well the work and the involvement and
the care and the teaching that I, and others, put into
our little Church Schools in our car. And now there
is recognition of their worth.

Something else that has come from the
Church and can be seen now as a Jewel in the
Crown are holidays. For Holidays began as Holy
Days. Like the early Sundays, they were at first a
day off work for worship and recreation and a time
for people to be with their families. But with the
beginning of the recognition of Holy Places and the
Saints then travel and pilgrimage came in their wake
so that all of us really can enjoy both Holy Days still
and Holidays as well. It is even now an entitlement
and not a privilege.

I remember when | was a soldier how very
important being ‘on leave’ became and things like
Embarkation Leave and Disembarkation Leave
became very important to us. In all the years of my
Ministry | had to work in a parish with the multiple
of churches, or else in multiple parishes (in my last
years in Devon | was in charge of six separate



parishes). Without the time off, the Holidays, the
chance for change and refreshment, | just would not
have lasted the course—of this | am certain. So as
we now approach the time of the Holidays | do hope
that all of you getaway for the change, the renewal,
and the refreshment that Holidays bring to us. And
this is especially important to all mothers.

Keep safe, travel hopefully, and tell me all
about it when you return.

I am to have a short break in July. | shall go
back to my old Theological College of St Boniface at
Warminster for the Annual Conference and Retreat.
We shall all be in silence for three days, so that |
shall be able to think of you all and to pray for you
all in that time. Also | am to have a break in the
autumn for two weeks and shall be far away, which
will be nice.

But there are further Jewels in the Crown.
They are the people of the parish. Soon it will be a
year since | was first telephoned and asked to come
across to Whitchurch to see whether | might be able
to help in the vacancy after the departure of
Richard, your last Rector. To me, and for me, you
are all Jewels in the Crown and so | thank you for
all the tangible things that you have given me (and
us) and all those breakfasts now. But also for the
intangible: the gifts of trust; friendships;
companionship; good humour and, above all, faith
that have now seen me through the year. As | say,
some Jewels are not to be seen but must be
discerned, and you are all my Jewels.

Last of all there are the two lovely Jewels of the
two churches which are loved and cared for, the
Church of St Mary by the River Thames and the



Church of St John on the hill. Here are two Jewels
which are loved and perhaps, like the Church
Schools, they are also waiting to be discovered anew.
We must believe so, and we must hope so.

So keep safe on your holidays and when you
are back there will be news to share as you tell me
where you went, and how it was.

Do please pray for me as | endeavour to keep
going to be with you, to share with you all in the
adventure of our faith.

With my thanks and my best wishes to you,
Yours,
Peter Jefford

NOTICES FROM THE PARISH REGISTER

Holy Baptism

On Sunday, July 8th at St John’s,Sebastian
Lawrence, the son of Peter and Helen Sirrell of 20
Orchard Combe, Whitchurch Hill.

Holy Matrimony

On Friday, June 22nd at St Mary’s, Ashley Cleland
Levestam to Lisa Jacqueline Tandy

Please submit all copy for the next month’s magazine by the
20th. There have been some production difficulties which |
hope will be sorted out by the next edition. Meanwhilel look
forward to receiving your news, views, |etters, etc.

Sue Matthews




M others Union

Rev.David Vail's talk to us
in May about his and his
wife Sue's 3 months
Chaplaincy on the island

of Ibiza last year was
amusing and interesting
and a very different
experience for them.

Our July meeting is at
Abbots Lodge a 2.15.p.m.
on Thursday, July 26th. We
are very fortunate in having
our newly elected Oxford
Diocesan President coming
to speak to us on "What We
Dont Know About The
M.U." Felicity Randall
is an excellent speaker so
we are looking forward to
her visit and hope some
members  from the other
branches in the Deanery
will be  ableto joinus.

Our Prayer Group will
meet at 2.30.p.m. on Thurs-
day,July 12th. at Dorothy
Baty's home, Rox-
ana,Woodcote.
Mary Kent

[Beaver Computer\

Supplies
PO Box 4038
Pangbourne, Reading
RG8 9XP
Tel: 0118
Fax: 0118
or email:
sales@beavercomputer.com

Suppliers of all computer
products and printer consum-
ables to the home and office
Based locally, we can offer a

personal service to suit all

your requirements

Call now for a competitive

quote!

N J

BATEMANS
(OPTICIANS) LTD

O.Q

COMPLETE
PROFESSIONAL
EYECARE
21 Reading Road,
Pangbourne RG8 7LR
Tel: 0118 984 2428



ISMISSION A RISKY BUSINESS?

First, it is sad when factions or splits occur in the church over some
petty disagreement. It isthe duty of the Christian to build up and
strengthen the church and asin St. James's Epistle to guard the tongue
“for how can we at the same time bless the Lord and Father, and with it
we curse those who are made in the likeness of God?’ (James3:9). This
first example of unkindness could be associated with crusading minds
that are dogmatic and cold.

The secondly the parable of the “ Good Samaritan” (Lukel0:25-37)
seemed that the Samaritan was moved with pity and took arisk. The
risk was that he would be contaminated, something that the priest and
Levite were not prepared to jeopardise. The Samaritan displayed a
characteristic of the crucified mind that is filled with compassion and
care. So how does knowing about a crusading or crucified mind help
us with Mission of our churchesat St Mary’'s and . John’s?

There are some harmful Christian responses which it may pay usto
examine. Thereisafear of closeness and contamination, fear of taking
risks, fear of the possibility of losing control. So our ministry becomes
gented, careful and emotionally removed from the needs of people.
Because of thisfear, we are paralysed and avoid the places where
people are hurting. We protect oursel ves from the possibility of hurt by
acquiring false certainties. A fear of being really close to peopleisthe
adoption of what Kosuke Koyama calls “the crusading mind”. The
crusading mind is sure of everything. It is utterly secure. It has God
taped. Itisloud, insensitive, aggressive and never stays to listen, to
know people, their feelings, hopes and fears. The crusading mind is
rooted in fear. It isintolerant and born of fear. So we need to guard
against this kind of missionary zeal.

Koyama goes on to tak about the crucified mind, whichisrooted in
love and suffering. Itsaimisto transform through the sharing of pain.
When we examine the ministry of Jesus, we find that he had a
particular closeness and solidarity with outcasts, lepers and those who
were hurting, in the pursuit of proclaiming the kingdom of God of
equdity and justice.

Kenneth Leech in his book “Care and Conflict” taks about building up
(Continued on page 10)



CHILDREN’'S PAGE

Shimon’s Story Part 2
Imagine your bath full of water. Now imagine all that
water filling a huge pot. You'd be able to stand up
inside the pot, it’s that big! Now imagine six pots like
that. And now we can start the story.

Shimon had gone with Y eshua and their friends
to awedding. Y eshua's family were there too. It was
avery happy day. The sun was shining. The bride
looked wonderful. The guests were enjoying
themselves. There were lovely things to eat. There
was plenty of juice and wine to drink. The music was
just right for dancing. The party was set to go on and
on and on.

But something terrible happened. The wine ran
out! No more to drink. How could you dance and
chatter and sing with nothing to drink? Shimon felt
sorry for the bride and groom. It was like bad luck.
And it made it look asif they had been mean.

Y eshua’ s mum can across and whispered
something to him. Shimon watched carefully. Strange
things happened around Y eshua. But what could he
do about there being no wine? Y eshuatold the
servants to fill up six big water pots standing by the
doorway. (Now you know where your bath came in!)
I magine how long it took to do that. Bucketful after
bucketful from the river and the well, and they were
moaning all the time about it. Shimon knew how they
felt — but he knew because it had happened to him,
that when Y eshua told you to do something,
somehow you found yourself doing it.



At last they were full. ‘Now, give a cupful to
the man in charge,” Y eshuatold one of the servants.
The man looked puzzled, but he did it anyway. And
the puzzlement changed to amazement when the man
tasted the liquid in the cup and shouted,

‘But thisiswonderful. 1t’sthe best wine I’ ve ever
tasted’. Everyone rushed to fill their cups in the pots
full of water-that-had-turned-into-wine.

And the party went on and on.

Y eshua smiled at Shimon. Shimon smiled back.
Once again Y eshua had changed a disaster into an
adventure. Piles and piles of fish one day; huge pots
full of wine the next. What fun it was being with
Y eshual What next? Shimon wondered.

Jesus still enjoys it when people are happy. He
said once that he cameto give us‘lifein al its
fullness'. Can you fill these six water pots with things
that make you happy? They could be thing you own,
or things you do, or people or anything. How about
thanking God tonight when you go to bed, for al the
things that make you happy? Y ou could talk to Jesus
about them; because he is God, he would hear you
just as clearly as he heard Shimon talking to him at
the wedding party!

Geraldine Witcher
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(Continued from page 7)

relationships and community devel opment where he works as a parish
priest in the East End of London. He saysit is hard to adjust to the
ministry of Aids where each encounter must stand on its own, and time
isnot on your side. Suffering is not knowing the answers and being
honest about this and alowing othersto set the agenda where we
receive more from the sufferer than could be given. When confronted
with the sufferer at the point of desperation or death, oneis near holy
ground. The sufferer has learned lessons about love, suffering and
sacrifice; about londliness, rejection and pain; about solidarity, frailty
and imperfection; about hope and transformation. It isatimeto refrain
from slick comment and learn from sufferers who have the most
profound kind of priesthood thrust upon them, the confrontation of
death. It isthe way of learning to be patient; of waiting; of silence; of
the discipline of attention. To have ministered at thislevel isto alow
oneself to be very vulnerable, very shaken, very crucified.

How can we strengthen our selvesto face perplexity? Kenneth Leech
points us to amonk called Thomas Merton who was an advocate of a
spiritual life of contemplative prayer, by waiting on God in darkness
and silence. He was not a believer in rushing around communicating
exhaustion and inner emptiness. The closer we are drawn to God, as
Julian of Norwich says, the closer one will be drawn to others, in
suffering and turmoil. The redemption of the world is not our
responsibility, therefore we must alow God room for both time and
Season.

Merton saw conflict lying at the heart of a spiritud life. For our
Christian life is one of questioning and struggle before it becomes a
principle of certitude, faith and joy. He sought to unmask illusion and
face reality. The danger was in nurturing fal se securities, which
preservesthe believer in false comfort. Contemplation concerned a
clear vison and silent attention to God and listening to the neglected
voices of theworld, crying out in pain and suffering. It isinner
stillness, St.Gregory of Nazianzen claimed as the essential
characteristic of calm, tranquillity and peace.

May God bless our churches when we risk our vulnerability in pursuit
of mission and set us freeto love in the name of Jesus Chrigt.

Peter Ferguson



Abbott’s
Shoe Repairs and

Leather Goods
(Prop: Richard Deverill)
18 Reading Road
Pangbourne
(0118) 984 1155

Rupert Landen
Furniture Restorer

33 Grove Hill
Caversham
Reading RG4 8PN
(01491) 682396

‘Brambly Thatch’

A holiday cottage near
Whitchurch Hill—so handy
when family or friends from

afar cometo stay. Call

Kate or John Hatt on
(0118) 984 3121

Notes on the Church

Calendar

July

In July, we've got lots of Xth
after Trinity and VYth after
Pentecost. But we've also got
the feast of St Mary Magda-
lene.

Poor Mary - she's
probably the most misunder-
stood saint in the caendar. For
some reason, she's become
saddled with a reputation as a
prostitute (albeit a repentant
one), yet what little we know
about her has nothing to suggest
anything of the kind. She's
mentioned briefly in al four
gospels (though her mentions
ae a crucia points in the
story), and we find out just four
things Jesus had cast seven
devils out of her; she was
present a the Crucifixion; she
kept vigil outside Christ’s tomb;
and she was one of the first to
see Christ after the Resurrection
(though she mistook him at first
for a gardener: John xx, 15).
Other than that, all we know is
that she probably came from
Magdaa, a large city on the
western shore of the Sea of
Galilee — hence her name.

But prostitute? No
evidence. (Nor is there any
evidence for the other
Magdalene myth, that she was
one of the women who anointed
Jesus' s feet (Luke vii, 36-50).

Peter Mottley
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Eastfield House
Eastfield Lane
Whitchurch on

Thames Y our local
registered rest home,
al single rooms, some
garden flats, very rea-
sonable terms.
Tel: 0118 984 2586

Holiday Flat
Cascais, Portugal
A pretty fishing port
and resort, 45 minutes
from Lisbon. 2 dou-
ble bedrooms, fully
equipped. Ring the
owners on 0118 984
2653 for more details

For all your building
requirements call

D.R. MADGWICK
0973 866227

Plastering
Decorating
Patios

GORING HEATH
PARISH HALL
(opposite St John’s Church,
Whitchurch Hill)
Great facilitiesin traditional
surroundings. Idedl for
social gatherings after church
or at any time! Pleasering
Caroline Brooks
07947 076290

Whitchurch Theatre Club
...takes you to plays and
concerts about once a month;
matinees & evenings, London
& provinces. If interested,
contact Mr & Mrs A.Seager,
‘Little Court’, Swangton Field,
Whitchurch-on-Thames RG8
THP
Tel: 0118 984 3521

Chiltern Domestic
Appliances
Guaranteed repairs and
servicing for Hoo-
ver,Hotpoint, Zanussi, Ben-
dix, Indesit and all major
brands. Washing machines,
tumble dryers and dish-
washers. Low call out fee.
Free estimates and
prompt attention.
Tel: 01491 681526




To al those who so generously contributed to the beautiful gift
and lovely bouquet which | received on Sunday—my very
sincere thanks.

It was a great privilege and pleasure to serve as church warden,
due, in no smal measure, to the wonderful friendship and
willing and pleasant co-operation which | received from you all.
The gift will be one of my proudest and most treasured
possessions (and become, | hope, a family heirloom) - a congtant
reminder of those very happy years.

My grateful thanksto you all,

For all your travel needs—
leisure or business,
simple or complex

5, High Street, Pangbourne,
Reading RG8 7AE

McKenzie Travel

Tel: 0118 984 4166 Fax: 0118 984 3393

Suppliers of refurbished PCs,
laser printers and printer
consumables.

We supply this Parish
magazine!

Phoenix Laser Services
6 Tenaplas Drive
Upper Basildon
Tel & Fax: 01491 671570
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Boze Down Vineyard, Hardwick Road

Award winning red and white wines made
from grapes grown a Boze Down. Freetast-
ings every weekend, except January and Febru-
ary, when we're open by appointment only.
Saturday 11— 6pm, Sunday noon—>5pm
Tel: 0118 984 4031

EXERCISE CLASS
Every Wednesday 7:30—8:30pm at GORING
HEATH PARISH HALL. £3 per week (£2.50
KFA members). A fun, challenging, effective
and safe class with a fully qualified Keep Fit
Association teacher. Just come along or ring
(01491) 825910 for details.

WARMINGHAM

ESTATE AGENTSAND VALUERS

A well established independent company giving a personal service,
specialising in village and country property.
“Welook forward to discussing your individual property
Reguirements, whether buying, selling or letting”.

4/5 High Street, Goring-on-T hames
Nr. Reading RG8 9AT

Residential Sales Residential Lettings
Tel: 01491 874144 Tel: 01491 875011
e-mail: sales@warmingham.com e-mail: | ettings@warmingham.com

www.warmingham.com
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Officers of the Parish

Officiating Priest:
Reverend Father Peter Jefford
27 Ashlong Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 ONH
01865 760593

Churchwardens:
Alan Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close
0118 984 4489
Jo Adams, Windings, Whitchurch Hill
0118 984 3362

Honorary Secretary:
Wendy Ferguson, 21 Swanston Field.
0118 984 1262

Organist and Choirmaster:
Anne Bolam, 6 Hillview Close, Long Lane
0118 942 1020

Honorary Treasurer:
Rabert Plumb, Uplands Cottage.
0118 984 4838

Assistant Treasurer:
Fred Phillipson, 2 Duchess Close.
0118 984 3181

Captain of the Bellringers:
Stephanie May, 0118 957 2596

Editor, Parish Magazine
Sue Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close
0118 984 4489 or email suematt@waitrose.com

\@
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Services for .....
JULY/Z/AUGUST
15th July, 5th Sunday after Trinity
St John’s 8am. The Holy Communion
St Mary's 10 am. Parish Communion
22nd July, Mary Magdalene
St Mary's 8am. The Holy Communion
St Johns 10am.  Parish Communion
29th July, 7th Sunday after Trinity
St John’s 8am. The Holy Communion
St Mary's 10 am. Parish Communion
St Mary's 6 p.m. Evensong
5th August, 8th Sunday after Trinity
St John’s 8am. The Holy communion
St Mary's 10 am. Parish Communion
12th August, 9th Sunday After Trinity
St Mary's 8am. The Holy Communion
St John’s 10am.  Parish Communion
St Mary's 6 p.m. Evensong
19th August, 10th Sunday After Trinity
St John’s 8am. The Holy Communion
St Mary's 10 am. Parish Communion




