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Duck’s Ditty 
Wine Bar and Coffee Shop 
11 Reading Road, 
Pangbourne 

BATEMANS (OPTICIANS) LTD 
COMPLETE  PROFESSIONAL  EYECARE                     

21 Reading Road,  
    Pangbourne RG8 7LR 

    Tel: 0118 984 2428 

QUALITY Brick  
and Flintwork.  All types 

of building work 
undertaken.   

Please phone for friendly  
advice/estimate. 

Philip Wise 
0118 984 4318 

   CAPSTICK 
 FINE FURNITURE 

Pightle Croft 
Whitchurch Hill 
Tel: 01235 767103 
Mob: 07971 603222 

You can always tell a hand-made piece of fine 
quality fitted furniture! 
Ian Capstick will personally discuss, design 
and make those very special pieces you always 
promised yourself: 
 Your own fully fitted office study. 
 A unique, hand-crafted kitchen to your 
 design. 
 Beautiful bookcases, cupboards or    
wardrobes, free-standing or to fit an alcove. 

‘Brambly Thatch’ 
A holiday cottage near 
Whitchurch Hill—so 
handy when family or 
friends from afar come 
to stay.  Call Kate or 

John Hatt on  
       (0118) 984 3121 
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Dear friends in Christ, 
 
I hope you have recovered from the rigours of Christmas, 

have finally seen off the last of the turkey,  and 
were able to find some time of rest and 
relaxation with friends and family amidst all the 
busy-ness. 
 
Although some of our special events still lie 
ahead at the time of writing, there have 
already been some very special moments for 
me. It was a great pleasure to be able to invite 

Penny Smith and her colleagues at the school to use St 
Mary’s church for their carol service during the rebuilding 
work, and delightful to see the church filled with light, the 
laughter of parents and children and the singing of young 
voices on a cold dark  winter evening. The school were also 
very pleased with the success of the service, so we hope to 
be welcoming them back before too long. 
 
The annual Festival of 9 Lessons and Carols again attracted 
a big crowd to St John’s and the parish hall afterward, thanks 
to some very effective publicity and skilful wine mulling. 
Thanks also to Julian and the choir for their high standard of 
singing, not just at Christmas but throughout the year. We are 
a relatively small parish, and very lucky to have church music 
of this enviable quality. 
 
It was also good to be able to meet and thank the team of 
helpers who month by month over the years have faithfully 
collated and distributed this parish magazine. And while I’m at 
it, a ‘general thanksgiving’ to everyone, seen and unseen, 
who helped to decorate both churches and put in extra work 
to ensure the success of Blessing the Crib, the Christingle 
Service, Midnight Mass and all the extra special events over 
Christmas. 
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(Perhaps one or two muscular chaps could just spare 
an hour to help me to coax the massive crib at St 
Mary’s back into its shed after Epiphany!) 
 
And as we put the trees and lights and tinsel, with “the 
little Lord Jesus, asleep in the hay” back into their boxes 
for another year, perhaps we might find time to reflect 
on Sir John Betjeman’s familiar question: 
 
“ A n d  i s  i t  t r u e ?   
A n d  i s  i t  t r u e ?   
T h i s  m o s t  t r e m e n d o u s  t a l e  o f  
a l l , ”  
 
Because, as he has said in his famous poem 
Christmas, if it is true then nothing compares with that 
truth: it changes everything.  Even non-believers can 
see that. In case you missed the leader in the 
December issue of the Door, let me pass on this 
quotation from Matthew Parris:- 
 
“If I believed that, or even a tenth of that, I would drop 
my job, sell my house, throw away my possessions, 
leave my acquaintances and set out into the world with 
a burning desire to know more.” 
 
You might think (if you’re a cynic) that it’s quite safe for 
him to make such a bold statement: since he doesn’t 
believe, he doesn’t have to put his money where his 
mouth is. But what about us? We do believe….don’t 
we? And didn’t the first disciples do pretty much exactly 
what Matthew Parris describes? Think on! 
 
Of course, the Christmas season is not over yet : in the 
Church’s year it continues well beyond Twelfth Night, 
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throughout the month of January until Candlemas on 2nd 
February. Some January dates for your diary:- 
 
4th: Feast of the Epiphany. Guest preacher Revd Nelva 
Moss 
 
17th: Men’s Breakfast at Rectory Cottage, 0830-1000. 
 
19th: Deanery Chapter at St Mary’s Henley 
 
21st: All Churches Together meeting at St James 
Pangbourne. 
 
22nd Standing Committee meeting at Rectory Cottage. 
 
25th: Churches Together Unity Service  for the week of 
prayer for Christian Unity, 3 pm at St Laurence 
Tidmarsh. 
 
26th: PCC meeting 
 
27th: Deanery synod at SS Peter & Paul Shiplake 
 
29th: Diocesan Advisory Committee visit to St Mary’s. 
 
31st: David and Saul: a Concert for Candlemas at St 
John’s Whitchurch Hill. Programme of music and 
readings including works by Bach and Vivaldi, by 
Kaleidoscope, featuring Katharine Steddon (my eldest). 
 
And a Happy New Year to one and all: let’s make it a 
special one. 
 
Yours in Christ Jesus, 
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Primroses 
and Polyanthus 
Fruit Trees 
Seed Potatoes 
Seeds 
Roses 

 

Where we are 
We are 3 miles from junction 12 of the 
M4. Englefield village is signposted off 
the A340 Theale to Pangbourne road. 

Who we are 
Englefield Garden Centre is part of 
TACT, a charity providing training 
& therapy to people with learning 
disabilities 

Tel : 0118 9304898 

Open : Mon-Sat 9-5pm 
            
(Sundays 10-4pm May & June) 

St John’s Churchyard 
Have you ever walked around St John’s Churchyard? 
In spring time there are many wild flowers, lots of butterflies 
and, later in the year, a large variety of fungi—a pleasant 
nature trail. 
The churchyard is a large area to keep tidy, but thanks to Jo 
and Harvey Adams and their helpers it is an interesting place 
to visit.  It would help if folks kept their own family graves tidy, 
and save Jo and Harvey many hours of hard work. 
A very big thank you to Jo and Harvey.  The churchyard is a 
credit to you both. 
Pat Turner 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTER 
Funeral  
On Thursday, 4th December at Reading 
Crematorium.Betty Hayter, who died on 19th 
November. 
 
Rest eternal grant unto her: may light perpetual 
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Osteopath 

Cranial and Structural Osteopathy 
Whitchurch Hill and Emmer Green 

Karen L Phillips, D.O. 
For appointments, call 0118 984 4202 

Boze Down Vineyard, Hardwick Road 
 
Award winning red and white wines made from grapes grown 

at Boze Down.  Free tastings every weekend,      
except January and February, when we are open by 

appointment only. 
Saturday 11– 6pm, Sunday noon—5pm 

Tel: 0118 984 4031 

WARMINGHAM 
  

ESTATE AGENTS AND VALUERS 
 

A long established independent family company , 
specialising in the sale and letting of village,  

country and riverside properties.  
Please feel free to contact us for an informal and  

confidential discussion regarding your personal requirements. 

 
 
 

4/5 High Street, Goring-on-Thames, Nr. Reading RG8 9AT 

Sales and Valuations          Lettings & Property Management 
Tel: 01491 874144         Tel: 01491 875011 
e-mail: sales@warmingham.com             e-mail: lettings@warmingham.com                                    

www.warmingham.com 
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ENGLISH CHURCH BELLS and bell ringing 
Q. Do all churches have bells hung for English-style change-
ringing? 
A. There are 5205 churches in England with rings of bells: 
most are C of E, just a few RC, Nonconformist and secular 
towers.  Wales has 167, Ireland 35 and Scotland 15 towers.  
Abroad there are less than 100 churches in Australia, New 
Zealand, U.S.A, Canada and Africa with bells rung for 
change-ringing.  In addition, a few churches in Holland and 
northern Italy have bells capable of being rung in the English-
style. 
Q. So how many bells are there in each tower? 
A. That depends! Most towers contain 6 bells (approximately 
2700 churches including Whitchurch, Pangbourne, Purley 
and Mapledurham.  About 1700 have a full octave, eight 
bells, including Reading St Giles, St Mary, Checkendon and 
Caversham .  Nearly 800 have 5 bells.  An uncounted number 
have 4 or 3 bells but these are often not rung and are not 
included in the total given in the question above.  About 200 
churches have ten bells and over 90, mostly cathedrals and 
big town churches, have rings of 12 bells or more (St 
Laurence) 

TANIA NEESON: PILATES 
Pilates is a stress free method of exercising  

suitable for all 
It is relaxing and energising and produces great results 

Flatter/toned abdominals      Improved self esteem 
Stress management/relaxation Improved immune system 

Strength/flexibility   Coordination/balance 
Tania is a friendly, qualified teacher running classes in  
Goring/Streatley, Whitchurch Hill, Pangbourne and Reading. 

Morning, afternoon and evening classes  
 weekdays and weekends.  

Please call 0118 984 4310 for details and to book lessons 
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David and Saul 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Evening of Music and Readings for Candlemas 
including works by JSBach and Vivaldi 

given by 
K a l e i d o s c o p eK a l e i d o s c o p e   

Featuring: Katharine Steddon                  
Bridget Cunningham Andrej Jovanic 

On recorders, cello, harpsichord, organ and theorbo 
 

 Saturday 31std January 2004 at 7:30 pm 
At St. John’s Church Whitchurch Hill 

 
Tickets £8/£6 concessions 

including refreshments. afterwards  
 

Available from Peter Steddon 0118 984 1473  
or on the door 

Net proceeds shared between St John’s & St Mary’s 
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Children’s Page 

G i v e  u s  t o d a y  o u r  d a i l y  b r e a d  

I think when Jesus included this prayer in his pattern prayer, his 
friends were a little bit confused. I think that because he went on 
to explain what he meant. He said this: 
 ‘Don’t worry about your life. Don’t worry about having 
something to eat, drink or wear. Look at the birds in the sky! 
They don’t plant or harvest. They don’t even store grain in 
barns. Yet your Father in heaven takes care of them. Aren’t you 
worth more than birds? Don’t worry and ask yourselves, “Will 
we have anything to eat? Will we have anything to drink?” Only 
people who don’t know God are always worrying about such 
things. Your Father in heaven knows that you need all these. But 
more than anything else, put God’s work first and do what he 
wants. Then the other things will be yours as well.’ 
He wants us to understand that all the things we have come from 
God and He does know what we need. (Just like your mum and 
dad seem to know what you need.) 
 
 Later on, something happened that showed Jesus’ friends 
how God does provide when we ask him to. It happened like 
this: 
 
 There were thousands of people out on the hillside. They’d 
come there to listen to Jesus. Jesus was teaching the people. He 
was telling stories and explaining about God and his kingdom, 
and making sick people well, and it was so interesting that the 
whole day had gone by and now it was getting dark and no one 
had had anything to eat. Jesus’ friends were getting hungry. I 
expect a few tummies were rumbling. But there weren’t any 
shops nearby. They were far away from even a village. ‘What 
are we going to do?’ the friends asked each other. Then they 
said,  ‘Jesus, send the people away so they can go and get some 
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Mothers’ Union 
The New Year starts with another morning 
meeting in the Peppard Parish Room on 
Tuesday, Jan. 20th. at 10.30a.m. We will have 
a speaker talking about the M.U. initiative  
PACT, "Parents and Children Together". This 
has been chosen because the M.U. has 
designated 2004 as the Year of the Family and 
talks and projects will reflect this theme. 
All are very welcome- just contact Mary Kent 
on 680288.  Transport can be arranged. 
Mary Kent. 

food.’ 
‘You feed them,’ Jesus replied. The disciples looked at 
each other. Between them they only had five small rolls 
and a couple of little dried fish. And there were at least 
five thousand people there. How could that feed so 
many people?  
But Jesus took the little picnic, and told the people to sit 
down. Then he prayed and blessed the food. And some-
how, there was plenty for everyone. Jesus asked, and 
Father God gave them the food they needed.    
 
Whether it’s by an amazing miracle like this one, or 
whether it’s by just growing and being made and bought 
naturally, all the things we need are a gift from our lov-
ing heavenly father to us. So we don’t need to worry.  
And when we ask him to give us the bread we need for 
each day, we’re showing that we trust him to give us 
everything else we need as well.  
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Parties organised 
Restaurants booked 

Home catering 
Babysitting 

Childminding 

The County Concierge Co. 

Have you too much to do but never enough time to get it done? 
Would you like to concentrate on the important things, leaving your chores to someone else?  

Well, at THE COUNTY CONCIERGE we can let you do just that. 
Let us organise it for you. 

For more information simply ring:   0118 9842555 

The  Modern  Approach  To  Quality  of  life 

Holiday home watch 
Welcome home service 

Pet care 
Airport/station collection 

Children’s holiday  
activities 

Emergency repairs 
Garden maintenance 

Decorating 
Cleaning 

Accept deliveries 
Shopping 

 
Purley Players  

Next production in 2004 will be 
 

         CAPER at the OK CORRAL 

at St Mary’s Church Hall, Purley on Thames on: 

Wednesday 10 March (First Night) 

Thursday 11 March to Saturday 13 March 

all performances will commence at 8.00 pm 

Tickets:  £6 for Adults and  
£4 for Senior Citizens and Children  

Tickets will be reduced for the Wednesday performance 

Box Office Opens on Monday 9 February 2004 

0118 941 3259 and 0118 984 2563  
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The Whitchurch United Charities 
(Registered charity no. 264826)  

 
Over the centuries, residents have left money for the 
needs of parish residents, to be administered by our 
local church.  Our oldest is Mr. Augustine Knapp’s 
bequest of 1602, the most recent is the Lady Rose 
Memorial Charity in 2003.  Between these dates, there 
have been seven other bequests.  All have been 
conscientiously managed by parishioners in committee. 
 
The accruing funds have been distributed in various 
ways over the years –sometimes money, other 
occasions bread (1626), greatcoats (1726 – in red 
flannel to discourage selling on by recipients), on further 
occasions, sacks of coal, blankets and food vouchers. 
 
In this century, the Committee put to the Charity 
Commission a scheme more relevant to our age i.e. the 
making of grants to students (up to 25 years old) born 
or living in our Whitchurch Parish, to assist with 
education – particularly books or equipment (such as a 
musical instrument).  To this scheme, the Charity 
Commissioners agreed. 
 
We now have several hundreds of pounds available for 
such grants and would like to hear from anyone who 
knows of possible beneficiaries. Initially, please contact 
me by letter or telephone with brief details. 
 
John Dolby, Chairman of the Trustees 
Highway Cottage, High St, Whitchurch-on-Thames 
Tel. 0118 984 2140 

Verger’s advice to visiting preacher: ‘You’ll ‘ave to shout very loud 
in this ‘ere church vicar.  The agnostics are somefink terrable.’ 
(from Burying The Bishop, David Pitches, Eagle, 1999) 
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Tel: 0118 984 4166  Fax: 0118 984 3393 
Brooking Travel 

For all your travel needs—
leisure or business,  
simple or complex  

5, High Street, Pangbourne, 
Reading RG8 7AE 

 
 
Copy should be submitted by 20th of the 
month please. 
Sue Matthews  suematt@waitrose.com 
 

BAYWEST ARBORISTS 
Tree Surgeons 

Joe and Andrew have over 10 years experience in the field of Tree 
Surgery and guarantee a reliable, prompt and personal service, 
tackling any aspect of tree and hedge work.  Fully qualified and 
insured. 

• Reducing and Reshaping 
• Felling 
• Dismantling 
• Hedge Reduction and Trimming 
• Free Quotations 
• Woodchips supplied 

Tel: 0118 943 1731      Mobile: 07929 989319 
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Ace Property 
House Maintenance 

• Plumbing & Electrical Repairs 
• Carpentry & Glazing 
• Lock Fitting  
• Guttering & Small Roof Repairs 
• All General House Maintenance Repairs 

 

Mobile: 077522 85222  Tel: 0118 9710579 
Web.http://aceproperty.2cuk.co.uk 

Email PaulHMorris@onetel.net.uk 
Proprietor 

Paul H Morris New Hope Beenham RG7 5NN 

PURLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  
Talks 
The Society will not be meeting for a talk in January, but the 
A.G.M. will take place on Wednesday, 18th February in Purley 
Memorial Hall, commencing at 7.45 p.m. 
Trading 
The Shed will re-open on Saturday, January 31st, when you will be 
able to renew your subscription for 2004.  Seed potato orders can 
also be handed in from this date. 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy New 
Year and pleasant gardening in 2004. 
Marion Dabbs 

9422349 

Rupert Landen 
Furniture Restorer 

Church Farm 
Reading Road 

Woodcote RG8 0QX 
(01491) 682396 

PIANO  
TUNING 

Over 20 years  
experience 

MARTIN RYLEY 
0118 926 6464 

Association of Blind Piano Tuners 
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Abbott’s 
Shoe Repairs and 
Leather Goods 

(Prop: Richard Deverill) 
18 Reading Road 

Pangbourne 
        (0118) 984 1155 

 
Whitchurch Theatre Club 

...takes you to plays and    
concerts about once a month; 
matinees & evenings, London 

& provinces.  If interested, 
contact Mrs Diana Marriott, 
23 Hillside, Hardwick Road 

Whitchurch-on-Thames  
RG8 7HL 

Tel: 0118 984 4582 

Holiday Flat  
Cascais, Portugal 

A pretty fishing port 
and resort, 45 minutes 
from Lisbon.  2 double 

bedrooms, fully 
equipped.  Ring the 
owners on 0118 984 
2653 for more details 

Eastfield House 
Eastfield Lane 
Whitchurch on 

Thames -Your local 
registered rest home, 

all single rooms, some 
garden flats, very    
reasonable terms. 

Tel: 0118 984 2586 

Chiltern Domestic 
Appliances 

Guaranteed repairs and 
servicing for Hoo-

ver,Hotpoint, Zanussi, Ben-
dix, Indesit & all major 
brands. Washing ma-

chines,    tumble dryers 
and dishwashers.  Low call 
out fee and prompt atten-

tion.     
Tel: 01491 681526 

GORING HEATH         
PARISH HALL 

(opposite St John’s Church, 
Whitchurch Hill) 

Great facilities in traditional 
surroundings.  Ideal for  family 

parties and social gatherings 
Please ring 

Caroline Brooks  
07947 076290   
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Whitchurch Hill WI 
 On 9th December the group celebrated Christmas and 
had a very jolly and enjoyable gathering at the village hall. 
 Proceedings began with carols and singing of 
Jerusalem and then the members ate a wonderful Christmas 
meal. 
 A very successful year has been had by the group with 
some varied speakers and events.   In January 2004 we 
welcome Nigel Glover-Wright with a talk entitled ‘Walk on the 
Wild Side’. 
A Bradley 

 

RG Bridgewater 
Bespoke Picture Restorer and Framer 

Established in the trade since 1956 
(Apprenticed at Reading Fine Art Gallery, and with 

Picture Crafts of London Street, Reading) 

Oils and Pastels restored 
Watercolours, Engravings and Prints de-foxed and 

cleaned 
Conservation Mounting and Framing and all aspects 

of framing undertaken 

2 Enterprise House, 41 Reading Road, RG8 7HY 
Pangbourne (0118) 984 4622 

The atheists of America have just announced that they will 
hold their annual convention on April 17th.  God willing! 
(from Burying The Bishop, David Pitches, Eagle, 1999) 
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Officers of the Parish 
 
Officiating Priest: 

Reverend Father Peter Jefford 
27 Ashlong Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 0NH 

01865 760593 

Churchwardens: 
Eiluned Jones, Wells House. 

0118 984 4839 
John Dolby, Highway Cottage. 

0118 984 2140 
Deputies: Alan Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close 

0118 984 4489 
Jo Adams, Windings,  Whitchurch Hill 

0118 984 3362 

Honorary Secretary: 
Wendy Ferguson, 21 Swanston Field.  0118 984 1262 

Organist and Choirmaster: 
Anne Bolam, 6 Hillview Close, Long Lane 

 0118 942 1020 

Honorary Treasurer: 
Robert Plumb, Uplands Cottage. 

0118 984 4838 

Assistant Treasurer: 
Fred Phillipson, 2 Duchess Close. 

0118 984 3181 

Captain of the Bellringers: 
Stephanie May, 0118 957 2596 

Editors, Parish Magazine 
 Sue & Alan Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close 
0118 984 4489 or email suematt@waitrose.com 

  

Officers of the Parish 
Parish Priest: 

Reverend Dr Peter Steddon 
Rectory Cottage, Whitchurch on Thames 

0118 984 1473 
Churchwardens: 

Alan Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close 
0118 984 4489 

Jo Adams, Windings, Goring Heath Road, Whitchurch Hill 
0118 984 3362 

Vergers: 
 St Mary’s 
 St John’s   Pat Turner  984 4200 

 
Honorary Secretary: 

Wendy Ferguson, 21 Swanston Field.   
0118 984 1262 

Organist and Choirmaster: 
Julian Oxley, Applecroft, Upper Basildon, RG8 8NT 

                             01491 671415 
Honorary Treasurer: 

Robert Plumb, Uplands Cottage. 
0118 984 4838 

Assistant Treasurer: 
Tony Voysey, Mow Cop, High Street. 

0118 984 3946 
Captain of the Bellringers: 

Stephanie May, 0118 957 2596 
Editor, Parish Magazine 

 Sue Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close 
0118 984 4489 or email: suematt@waitrose.com 

Team Rector: 
Reverend Kevin Davies 

The Rectory, Checkendon, RG8 0SR 
01491 680252 

www.langtree.org 
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January 

Services for ….. 

4th January, Epiphany 

 St John’s         8 a.m.           The Holy Communion 

 St Mary’s 10 a.m. 
 

Parish Communion 
Revd Nelva Moss 

11th January, Baptism of Christ 
  

 St Mary’s 8 a.m. The Holy Communion 

 St John’s 10 a.m. Parish Communion 

 St Mary’s 6 p.m. Evening Prayers 

18th January, Second of Epiphany 

 St John’s 8 a.m. The Holy Communion 

 St Mary’s 10 a.m. Parish Communion 

25th January, Conversion of St Paul 
 

 St Mary’s 8 a.m. The Holy Communion 

 St John’s 10 a.m. Parish Communion 

 St Mary’s 6 p.m. 

 1st February, Candlemas 
 

 St John’s 8 a.m. The Holy Communion 

 St Mary’s 10 a.m. Parish Communion 

Evening Prayers 


