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CAPSTICK [l Wtcoue i A

Tel: 01491 839895

FINE FURNITURE 24 hr Answering Auto/

You can alwaystell a hand-made piece of fine
quality fitted furniture!

lan Capstick will personally discuss, design
and make those very special pieces you always
promised yourself:

Your own fully fitted office study.

A unique, hand-crafted kitchen to your

design.

Beautiful bookcases, cupboards or
Qvardrobes, free-standing or to fit an alcove. /

‘Brambly Thatch’
A holiday cottage near
Whitchurch Hill—so
handy when family or
friends from afar come
to stay. Cal Kateor
John Hatt on
(0118) 984 3121

QUALITY Brick
and Flintwork. All types
of building work
undertaken.
Please phonefor friendly
advice/estimate.
Philip Wise
0118 984 4318

BATEMANS (OPTICIANS) LTD
COMPLETE PROFESSIONAL EYECARE

21 Reading Road,

Pangbourne RG8 7LR g c

Tel: 0118 984 2428




A Letter for January 2003
from the Reverend Father Peter Jefford

Dear People of the Parish,

I hopethat you have all enjoyed a happy Christmas.
May | now wish you all a happy New Y ear.

This new year of 2003 comes to us with a great deal of
challenge. | am reminded of the vision of the Four Horsemen
of the Apocalypse for each isto come by as a spectre of
doom.

One on his horseis the spectre of war, and there is now
thereal prospect of another conflict in the Gulf. The Second
Horseman is the spectre of Famine and thereis famine again
in Ethiopia and in Southern Africa. The Third is the spectre
of plague and there is both a plague of Aids and Malaria
through Central and Southern Africa. And the last horseman
is the spectre of death. Death is the result of human hate and
revenge and seems a weekly headline in our newspapers. So
the Four Horsemen go riding by.

But avery long time ago in this same world of hate and
poverty and disease and war another journey was made.
Three men set off from Isfahan along the great Silk Road in
Southern Persia to go to the northwest, but they set off on
camels. Wecall thesethreetravellers the Three Magi, the
Three Wise Men, and in this month of January we celebrate
this festival in church on Sunday January 5th, the Feast of the
Holy Epiphany.

For many years | taught children in schools about the
Epiphany and they always seemed to love and to understand
it, for it is about real and tangible things: a new star in the
night sky, a great journey mostly in the dark, the camels that
took them there, and the three gifts that the Magi brought
with them.

Each gift was both a symbol and the nature of the
child: the gift of gold for the King of Kings, the incense for a



priest for holy worship, and the myrrh for a martyr for one
who isto diefor truth.

But perhaps in the end their greatest gift was one you
could not see or touch. | speak here of their shared gift of
wisdom. Think of what their wisdom had them become!
Men of learning, men of courage, men of resolution, men
who would not betricked or deceived, men of reverence and
humility. And so thelist goes on.

What the world needs today is more of the same
wisdom. Real wisdom and not just cleverness. Wisdom for
the leaders of the nations. Wisdom for the new Archbishop,
Rowan Williams. Wisdom for me, a priest. Wisdom for all
the people of God. For if we can find wisdom together then
perhaps as well we might find peace together.

Happy New Y ear.
With my best wishes to you all,
Peter Jefford

FAMILY SERVICE

January 12th

St Mary’s

4 pm



NOTICES FROM THE PARISH REGISTER

Baptism

On Sunday, November 24th at St John’s, Michaela
Danielle, the daughter of Terence and Katherine
Driscoll of Boleyn Cottage, Hill Bottom.

On Sunday, December 1st at St Mary's, Ben Harry
Elsome, the son of Nicholas Elsome and Heidi
Yarnell of 24 Manor Road.

House for Duty Priest for Whitchurch

| am delighted to inform you that the Bishop has agreed that
the house for duty priest to be appointed to Whitchurch and
Whitchurch Hill may be designated “Team Missioner”. The
appointment will be for seven years, and as well as being
parochially based in Whitchurch, the Missioner will be
available to share his or her skills in helping churches across
the Team who wish to grow in mission and outreach. Thejob
profileis now completed, and we are in a position to begin
advertising in mid January. The interviews will be held at the
end of February, which meansthat if we are able to appoint
someone they arelikely to bein post by mid summer 2003.

Thisis avery exciting new post, and | am confident that God
has a special person ready to take the ministry in Whitchurch
forwards, and to help us all in the Team work more effec-
tively at sharing our faith with our friends.

Kevin Davies

[This notice originally appeared in The Langtree Team
Ministry Notice Sheet, copies of which are available in the
churches]

The Whitchurch PCC met with Bishop Colin and Kevinin
December to discuss the parish profile which will give
applicants an idea of what we are like and looking for.
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= Open : Mon-Sat 9-5pm
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Herbaceous Perennials

: Herb and Vegetable Plants g
g- Selection of Shrubs

: Heathers and lvies ﬁ
ﬁ Winter Bedding Plants ﬁ

Where we are ~ Whoweare
We are 3 miles from junction 12 of the Englefield Garden Centre is part of
M4. Englefield village is signposted off TACT, a charity providing training

the A340 Theale to Pangbourne road. & therapy to people with learning
disabilities

ALL CHURCHES TOGETHER

This year it is the turn of our parish to host the
Joint Service for local congregations in the Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity.

It will take place at St Mary’s on Sunday January
19th at 3 pm.

Our own Team Rector, Rev. Kevin Davies, is
coming to preach and we shall bear witness to our
common faith with people from the parishes of
Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and Sulham, St Mary’s
Purley, the R.C. Church of St Bernadette,
Pangbourne College and individual members of the
Tilehurst Free Church.

Tea and cake will be served at the end of the
service.

Do come and help us make this a memorable
occasion to show our neighbours that we are an
6 active and welcoming church.




Boze Down Vineyard, Hardwick Road

Award winning red and white wines made from grapes grown
. atBozeDown. Freetastings every weekend,
except January and February, when we are open by
appointment only.
Saturday 11— 6pm, Sunday noon—>5pm
Tel: 0118 984 4031

Osteopath
Cranial and Structural Osteopathy
Whitchurch Hill
Karen L Phillips, D.O.
For appointments, call 0118 984 4202

WARMINGHAM

=%
A'feng established independent family company/
_ectallsngmthesaleand letting of villa i

Intry and rlverg propErnths | 1'
EAsE egffﬂaetq anifformal and
nfida @‘Pfssuﬁsl on reg @ij ixlrérémfs

4/5High Street, Goring-on-Thames, Nr. Reading RG8 9AT

Salesand Valuations Lettings& Property Management
Tel: 01491 874144 Tel: 01491 875011
e-mail: sales@warmingham.com e-mail: |ettings@warmingham.com

www.warmingham.com
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TANIA NEESON: PILATES

Pilatesis a stress free method of exercising
suitable for all
It isrelaxing and energising and produces great results

Flatter/toned abdominals Improved self esteem
Stress management/relaxation  I|mproved immune system
Strength/flexibility Coordination/balance
Taniais afriendly, qualified teacher running classesin
Goring/Streatley, Whitchurch Hill, Pangbourne and Reading
Morning, afternoon and evening classes
weekdays and weekends.

i

Pilates - Exercise for All

"In ten sessions you'll feel the difference,

In twenty you'll seethe difference,

In thirty you'll have a whole new body"

Joseph Pilates

What is Pilates?

Pilates is a method of exercising like nothing else! It was
created by Joseph Pilatesin the 1920'sin New Y ork. He
devised a whole new method of exercising based on his
experience of circus performance,boxing,dance,skiing and
acrobatics. The exercises he produced, which can be practised
in mat classes or oneto one or in studios with equip-
ment,comprise what we now call the Pilates method.

What does it do for you?
Its many benefits include:

Better posture

Toned, flatter abdominals
Increased flexibility
Stronger, leaner muscles



Improved coordination
Better balance

Relaxation

Improved immune system
Stronger, more flexible spine
Boosted self esteem

Who can ben€fit from Pilates?

Virtually anyone can benefit from Pilates especially:

- Stressed out mums looking to relax and recover their figure
- Sportspeople who want to avoid injury/prolong their

sporting career and anyone who wants to enhance their
performance in a particular sport beit golf, cricket,
tennis, rowing etc.

- Deskworkers who may have postural problems/ back and

joint pain

- People rehabilitating from accidents or injuries - many

(Continued on page 12)

WADS Pantomime 2003
“Beauty & the Beast”
By Eric Fowler

produced by Peter Saunders

Friday 24" Jan 7.30pm.  Saturday 25" Jan 2.15pm & 7.30pn

Friday 31°" Jan 7.30pm. Saturday 1°' Feb 2.15pm & 7.30pm
Woodcote Village Hall

Box Office opens 4™ January — 01491 680494

©
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Children’s Page

Thelost sheep

Once upon a time Jesus told a story -

A shepherd was counting his sheep one by one.

The night was coming soon and the darkness was
descending.

He wanted them safe home before the closing day was done.

One, two, three as they ran into the sheep pen,
Ten, eleven, twelve, and then a dozen more.
Thirty-three, sixty, seventy and eighty,

Just twenty more, then | can close the door.

‘Come along my pretties, eighty-eight and all your buddies,
Get yourselves in quickly and we’ll be just fine.

There’s no one else arriving, unless | am mistaken
Someone must be lost, I've only counted ninety-nine!’

So just to make sure and to make it very certain,

He went into the sheep pen and he counted once again.
From one to ninety-nine, he just couldn’t make a hundred
So he set out very sadly in the darkness and the rain.

‘I know that | must find her, she’ll be lost and she’ll be
frightened,

She could even die of fear in the dark somewhere alone.
There are wolves and bears and foxes, there are vultures too,
and eagles

I've got to get her back; she’s not safe here on her own.

So all through the night the shepherd kept on looking,
Seeking for his lost sheep on the dark and stony hill.
He searched among the brambles, by the river, on the
mountain.

‘I don’t know where she is, but I'll find her, yes | will’



At last in the distance he heard a feeble bleating

His heart leapt with joy and he ran towards the sound.

At last he could see her, dirty, tangled and exhausted

But the shepherd ’s heart was singing for his precious lamb
was found.

He threw his arms around her and he picked her up so gently,
As he turned to take her home again, this is what he said,

‘I'm so very glad | found you, it was worth all the searching,
You are very special to me,” and he stroked her weary head.

Back through the night — through the stormy, windy darkness,
He carried the lost sheep, who was safe and lost no more,
Down from the mountain and across the deep river

And he didn’t put her down till they reached the sheep pen
door.

Just as they arrived, in the east the dawn was breaking,
Another day beginning and the sheep was no more lost.
‘Remember’ said the shepherd, as she settled in the sheep
pen,

‘I'll always come and find you, no matter what the cost.’

And later on that morning when the sun was rising higher,
He went and called his friends, and said ‘Gather all around,
We're going to have a party, for there’s lots to celebrate,
My little lonely frightened sheep was lost but now she’s
found.’

Once upon a time Jesus told a story,

He said, * God, like the shepherd, loves a party too.

When the lost are found and rescued and brought safely in
the kingdom,

Then they all rejoice in heaven and they have a real good
‘do’V’

Geraldine Witcher
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7 Purley Players are currently in rehearsals for their first pantomime
production. W
5.7 Thiswill be over threenightsat St Mary’s Church Hall, Purley at ¢
S 8.00 pm on: <

Thursday, 30 January 2003; Friday, 31 January 2003 and
e Saturday, 1 February 2003 G

Tickets. £5 for Adultsand £3 for senior citizens and children
7ﬁ Box Office Telephone Nos: *ﬁ

0118 941 3259 and 0118 942 8243
e 0118 984 2563 and 0118 954 8052 pA¢

(Continued from page 9)
osteopaths, physiotherapists and chiropractors now recom-
mend Pilates
- Celebrities! - Elite athletes including the Olympic rowing
team and Michad Owen, dancers including Darcy
Bussell and models and actresses including Elizabeth
Hurley, Posh Spice and Joan Collins

Wherecan | try it?

Tania Neeson is alocal Pilates teacher with 5 years
experience of Pilates. She qualified with the Pilates Institute
and is studying postgraduate Pilates with Pilates International
in London.

Taniaruns classes locally at several venues including:
Dolphin Centre Pangbourne, Goring Heath Village Hall near
Whitchurch-On-Thames, Quaker Meeting House in Reading
and Streatley-On-Thames Morrell Rooms.

Call Tania on 0118 9844 310 for more information and
details of classes.

12



PURLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Talks

We will not be holding a meeting in January 2003, but the
A.G.M. of the Society will be held on Wednesday, 19th
February, starting at 7.45 p.m. in Purley Memorial Hall. After
the official business has been completed there will be an
illustrated talk by Mr. Ben Viljoen on "Fragments of the
Garden History of Purley".

Trading
The Trading Store is now closed and will re-open on

Saturday, 1st February at 10 a.m.

| would like to take this opportunity to wish all our members a
very happy New Year and happy gardening in 2003.

Marion Dabbs
9422349

K eep Fit by Tapping!

Have you every done tap dancing, perhaps as a child?
Or long totry it?

Would you like to do it to Keep Fit and have fun at the
same time?

Join asmall, happy, adult Keep Fit class who enjoy a
laugh as well astap exercise. Renew your tapping
skills, or learn afew new movements in arelaxed and
friendly atmosphere.

Do join us every Tuesday at Whitchurch Village Hall
8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

For further details contact
Barbara George on 01491 681755
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Hardwick Estate

The woodlands at Hardwick, part of the Estate owned
by Sir Julian Rose, have been judged overall winner of
the Chiltern Woodland Award, presented by the Chil-
terns Conservation Board.

The award recognizes the outstanding management of
the woodlands, in terms of silviculture, wildlife habitat,
and public access. Tim Sheldon, who has worked in
the woods at Hardwick for over twenty-five years, and
Martin Giles, of Wessex Woodland Management, at-
tended the award ceremony at Aylesbury.

The recent completion of a new drying shed / saw-mill,
constructed by Tim using Hardwick’s own resources,
has enabled the Estate to diversify into air-drying timber
for specialist markets, thus benefiting local wood-
turners, boat-builders, and sculptors. In addition to
supplying firewood to local residents, Tim recently
offered homegrown Christmas trees for sale, with free
local delivery.

Sir Julian Rose said “| am delighted with these awards.
[includes the Organic Food Awards for organic beef
produced by Theresa Whittle, Ranger Organics Ltd, as
reported in the December magazine]. They reflect the
Estate’s long term policy of promoting ecologically
sensitive management practices and locally raised
organic food.”

Tim Sheldon, Tel: 01491 680 945, or 0797 489 4671
Martin Giles, Wessex Woodland Management
Tel: 01635 254 805, Fax: 01635 254 483

wessexwoodland@aol.com
www.wessexwoodland.com

Hardwick Estate Office, Whitchur ch-on-T hames,
Reading RG8 7RB
Tel: 0118 984 2955 Fax: 0118 984 2968



For all your travel needs—
leisure or business,
simple or complex

5, High Street, Pangbourne,
Reading RG8 7AE

Brooking Travel

Tel: 0118 984 4166 Fax: 0118 984 3393

Please submit all copy for the next month’s magazine by the
20th. 1 look forward to receiving your news, views, |etters, etc.
This magazine appears in the Church section on the village web
site, see: www.whitchurchonthames.com

Sue Matthews

BAYWEST ARBORISTS

Tree Surgeons
Joe and Andrew have over 10 years experience in the field of Tree
Surgery and guarantee a reliable, prompt and personal service,
tackling any aspect of tree and hedge work. Fully qualified and
insured.

Reducing and Reshaping

Felling

Dismantling

Hedge Reduction and Trimming
Free Quotations

Woodchips supplied

Tel: 0118 943 1731  Mobile: 07929 989319
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Ace Property

House Maintenance
Plumbing & Electrical Repairs
Carpentry & Glazing
Lock Fitting
Guttering & Small Roof Repairs

All Genera House Maintenance Repairs

Mobile: 077522 85222 Td: 0118 9710579
Web. http://aceproperty.2cuk.co.uk
Email PaulHMorris@onetel .net.uk

Proprietor
Paul H Morris New Hope Beenham RG7 5NN

Candlemas, 2nd February, isatraditional Christian festival that
commemorates theritual purification of Mary 40 days after the
birth of her son. It also marksthe presentation of the infant Jesusin
the temple.

Candlemasis aso across quarter day, halfway between the winter
solstice and the spring equinox and was originally a pagan festival
taken over by Christianity. The pagan ritua was for people to light
all thelamps and candles in their dwelling to wel come the return of
the sun. Christiansthen used that day to bless the year’s supply of
candles for the church and called the day Candlemas. Chrigtians
were observing Candlemas in Jerusalem as early as the 4™ century
AD. By themiddle of the 5" century, candles were lit on this day
to symbolize that Jesus Christ was the light, the truth and the way.

PIANO Rupert Landen
TUNING Furniture Restorer
Over 20 years 33 Grove Hill
experience Caversham
MARTIN RYLEY Reading RG4 8PN
0118 926 6464 (01491) 682396
ssociation O n ano luners




Eastfiedld House
Eastfield Lane
Whitchurch on

Thames Y our local
registered rest home,
al single rooms, some
garden flats, very
reasonable terms.
Tel: 0118 984 2586

Abbott’s
Shoe Repairs and

Leather Goods

(Prop: Richard Deverill)
18 Reading Road
Pangbourne

(0118) 984 1155

Whitchurch Theatre Club
...takes you to plays and
concerts about once a month;
matinees & evenings, London
& provinces. If interested,
contact Mrs Diana Marriott,
23 Hillside, Hardwick Road
Whitchurch-on-Thames
RG8 7HL
Tel: 0118 984 4582

Holiday Flat
Cascais, Portugal
A pretty fishing port
and resort, 45 minutes
from Lisbon. 2 double
bedrooms, fully
equipped. Ring the
owners on 0118 984
2653 for more details

FEEEEEEEEEE NN EEE N FEEE R

GORING HEATH
PARISH HALL
(opposite St John’s Church,
Whitchurch Hill)

Great facilitiesin traditional
surroundings. ldeal for family
parties and socia gatherings
Pleasering
Caroline Brooks
07947 076290

FEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEAEEEENNENNNEENENERNEN

Chiltern Domestic
Appliances
Guaranteed repairs and
servicing for Hoo-
ver,Hotpoint, Zanussi, Ben-
dix, Indesit & all major
brands. Washing ma-
chines, tumble dryers
and dishwashers. Low call
out fee and prompt atten-
tion.

Tel: 01491 681526
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St Mary’s Christmas Fair 2002 Results

Door £26.50
Tombola £67.00
White Elephant £119.56
Cakes £98.95
Gourmet Food £89.80
Teas £12.50
Raffle £61.00
Guess the weight of the cake  £25.00
Jewellery £20.00
Decorations £38.30
TOTAL £558.61

RG Bridgewater
Bespoke Picture Restorer and Framer

Established in the trade since 1956
(Apprenticed at Reading Fine Art Gallery, and with
Picture Crafts of London Street, Reading)

Oils and Pastels restored

Watercolours, Engravings and Prints de-foxed and
cleaned
Conservation Mounting and Framing and all aspects
of framing undertaken

2 Enterprise House, 41 Reading Road, RG8 7THY
Pangbourne (0118) 984 4622
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Officersof theParish

Officiating Priest:
Reverend Father Peter Jefford
27 Ashlong Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 ONH

01865 760593
Churchwardens:
Alan Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close
0118 984 4489
Jo Adams, Windings, Goring Heath Road, Whitchurch Hill
0118 984 3362
Vergers:
St Mary's Eiluned Jones 984 4839
St John's Pat Turner 984 4200
Honorary Secretary:
Wendy Ferguson, 21 Swanston Field.
0118 984 1262
Organigt and Choirmaster:
Julian Oxley, Applecroft, Upper Basildon, RG8 8NT
01491 671415
Honorary Treasurer:
Raobert Plumb, Uplands Cottage.
0118 984 4838

Assistant Treasurer:
Tony Voysey, Mow Cop, High Strest.
0118 984 3946

Captain of the Bellringers:
Stephanie May, 0118 957 2596

Editor, Parish Magazine
Sue Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close
0118 984 4489 or email: suematt@waitrose.com

Team Rector:
Reverend Kevin Davies
The Rectory, Checkendon, RG8 OSR
0118 968 0252

\@
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January
5th January, The Second Sunday of Christmas
The Epiphany

St John’s 8am. The Holy Communion
St Mary's 10 am. Parish Communion

12th January, The First Sunday of Epiphany
St Mary's 8am. The Holy Communion
St John's 9.30am.  Parish Communion
St Mary's 4 p.m. Family Service
19th January, The Second Sunday of Epiphany
St John’s 8am. The Holy Communion
St Mary's 10 am. Parish Communion
St Mary's 3 p.m. All Churches Together
26th January, The Third Sunday of Epiphany
St Mary's 8am. The Holy Communion
St John’s 10 am. Parish Communion
St Mary's 6 p.m. Evening Prayers

2nd February, The presentation of Christ

in the Temple (Candlemas)
St John’s 8am. The Holy Communion
St Mary's 10 am. Parish Communion
© ©
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