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Capstick 
Fine Furniture 

Pightle Croft 
Whitchurch Hill 
Oxon 
RG8 7NY 

Phone and fax: 01491 
839895 (24h) 
Mob: 07971 603022 

• Your own, fully fitted office/study 
• Unique, hand-crafted kitchen to your 

own design 
• Beautiful bookcases, cupboards or ward-

robes, free-standing or to fit an alcove 

QUALITY Brick and 
Flintwork.  All types of 
building work under-

taken.  Please phone for 
friendly advice/estimate. 

 
Philip Wise 

0118 984 4318 

Osteopath 

Cranial and Structural Osteopathy 
Whitchurch Hill 

Karen L Phillips, D.O. 
For appointments, call 0118 984 4202 

Duck’s Ditty 
Wine Bar and Coffee Shop 
11 Reading Road, 
Pangbourne 

Tel:  
0118 984 3050  

Duck’s 
Ditty 

Wine Bar and 
Coffee Shop 
A friendly,  

intimate restau-
rant in the centre 
of Pangbourne. 

 
9:30am—5:00pm 

7:00pm —
11:00pm 

 
11, Reading 

Road 
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A letter from the Reverend Father Peter Jefford 
 
Dear People of the Parish, 
 As I sit down on this December morning, we 
know all of us that ahead is the darkest time of the 
year. 
 It has to happen! 
 But Christ came as a child into this dark world 
to bring light to our hearts, our minds and our lives. 
 I am the light of the world; He who follows me 
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.  
 So that at this time I must wish you all a very 
happy New Year for the Year 2002. 
 If I think back to those years of My Six Parishes 
down in Devon, then even now I can remember a 
family there who had a little girl born on January 6th.  
And because they were a church family they realised 
that she had been born on a Festival Day, the day of 
the Holy Epiphany.  So remembering what happened 
on that day they gave her a very simple name: they 
called her STELLA—the Latin name for a star.  That 
little girl is now in her middle twenties. 
 There on that very dark winter’s day this child 
Stella had been born.  St. Matthews tells us of the 
story full of mystery which we call the Epiphany—
which is a Greek word meaning “The Appearing 
Upon”. 
 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea in the days of Herod the King, behold, Wise Men 
from the East came to Jerusalem saying: “Where is He 
who has been born the King of the Jews.  We have 
seen His star in the East and we have come to 
worship Him”. 
So it all began with a star, a new star in the night sky, 
and it began a long way away in Persia.  For the Magi 
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as they are called, were in fact Zoroastrian 
astrologers, and they had come from Southern Iran, 
the lands of the Medes and the Persians.   They had 
seen this star, The Stella, and the message of the 
star was that in the West a new King was to be born. 
So they travelled westwards by camel to find this 
new-born King who would be a small child.  Having 
asked “Where is he who has been born the King 
of the Jews” they explain their quest, “We have 
seen His star in the East”.  They did what the 
birds are still doing today, they navigated by means 
of the stars but their quest came from the knowledge 
of the star. 
 FOR WE HAVE SEEN HIS STAR. 
 Not any old star but His Star. 
And this knowledge that came from sight set them 
on their quest and that should still happen today—
for knowledge should still set us out on our quest: to 
know, to learn, but above all, to understand. 
 And the object of the quest was not just to see, 
but to see, to know and to worship. 
 AND WE HAVE COME TO WORSHIP HIM. 
It is the word worth that gives us the two words 
worth ship and in the end worth ship become 
worship. 
 We have many needs in our lives: one is the 
need to belong; and another is the real need to 
worship. 
 So we end thinking of them setting off for the 
short journey to Bethlehem in the Quest: 
And lo the star which they had seen in the east went 
before them till it came to rest over the place where 
the Child was.  When they saw the star they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy. 
 The little child called Stella brought great joy.  
The star brought an EXCEEDING GREAT JOY.  They 
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A Happy New Year to the parishioners of St Mary’s  
and St John’s from the Church Wardens  

and the Parochial Church Council. 

THANK YOU 
Thank you all for the lovely Christmas Cake 
that I was given in Church on Advent Sunday. 
I have been given many gifts over the years but 
never before such a magnificent cake. 
Thank you all very much indeed. 
   Peter and Celia Jefford 

not only brought their shared joy to the Child they 
brought as well their worship and their gratititude. 
 If we are to understand something of the 
nature of God in our world at the present time then 
like the Wise Men we must first make a Quest.  We 
must search for help on the way, like the star they 
saw, the information they were given.  Then we shall 
be able to offer our worship: to give to that little 
child our understanding of his real worth in our 
world today.  Just as we need to belong so we need 
to worship but to worship what is best and joyful 
and eternal. 
 So it was that in their lives these three Magi 
began with a worship of fire and finished up with a 
worship of the Holy Child, the Babe of Bethlehem, 
the Prince of Peace. 
 A very happy Epiphany to you all. 
    Peter Jefford 
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Beaver Computer 
Supplies 

PO Box 4038 
Pangbourne, Reading 

RG8 9XP 
Tel: 0118   
Fax: 0118   
or email: 

sales@beavercomputer.com 
 

Suppliers of all computer 
products and printer consum-
ables to the home and office 
Based locally, we can offer a 

personal service to suit all 
your requirements 

Call now for a competitive 
quote! 

BATEMANS 
(OPTICIANS) LTD 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

COMPLETE  
PROFESSIONAL  

EYECARE 
21 Reading Road,  

Pangbourne RG8 7LR 
Tel: 0118 984 2428 

Mothers’ Union 
       By way of a complete 
change our Branch has been 
invited to join Rotherfield 
Branch at their meeting on 
Tuesday, Janurary15th, at 
2.30 p.m. at Peppard Parish 
Room when 
Mrs.Calvocoressi will be the 
speaker. She is a Trustee of 
the Langley House Trust 
which helps with the rehabili-
tation of prisoners. The     
subject of her talk is "At the 
heart of resettlement, a  
Christian Venture in After-
Care" She herself is            
responsible for running     
several of the Trusts houses. 
It should be an extremely   
interesting afternoon. 
Our Prayer Group will meet 
on Thursday, January 17th, at 
2.30 p.m. at Roxana. 
Mary Kent.  

Actual Misprints found in Church 
Newsletters: 
Eight new Choir robes are currently 
needed, due to the addition of 
several new members and to the 
deterioration of some older ones. 
The senior choir invites any 
member  of the congregation who 
enjoys sinning to join the choir. 
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Boze Down Vineyard, Hardwick Road 
 

Award winning red and white wines made 
from grapes grown at Boze Down.  Free tast-

ings every weekend, except January and Febru-
ary, when we’re open by appointment only. 

Saturday 11– 6pm, Sunday noon—5pm 
Tel: 0118 984 4031 

EXERCISE CLASS 
Every Wednesday 7:30—8:30pm at GORING 
HEATH PARISH HALL.  £3 per week (£2.50 

KFA members).  A fun, challenging, effective 
and safe class with a fully qualified Keep Fit 
Association teacher.  Just come along or ring 

(01491) 825910 for details. 

WARMINGHAM 

 ESTATE AGENTS AND VALUERS 
 

A well established independent company giving a personal service, 
specialising in village and country property.  

“We look forward to discussing your individual property 
Requirements, whether buying, selling or letting”. 

 
4/5 High Street, Goring-on-Thames 

Nr. Reading RG8 9AT 
 

Residential Sales                     Residential Lettings 
Tel: 01491 874144   Tel: 01491 875011 
e-mail: sales@warmingham.com              e-mail: lettings@warmingham.com                                   

 
www.warmingham.com 
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My Faith 
 
 In common with many people my faith has 
many components, so I am writing about one or 
two. 
 A very important one is FORGIVENESS.  
 I believe that if I am truly sorry Jesus or 
God will forgive me for the wicked things I do, 
or have done.  As I am very old there are a great 
many of them.  So I do not name them every 
time I pray, but I think of some on some days 
and others on others. 
 There are things I do now and even more 
things I think.  There are things other people do 
to me, which I believe they shouldn’t, and so I 
say “God forgive them”.  Then I must add “if HE 
judges them to be sins”. 
 Often there are things on the news which 
shock one and then one has to pray for a 
change of heart which can lead to forgiveness.  I 
have the feeling that forgiveness never wears 
out.  There is an endless supply.  It only has to 
be thought of and asked for. 
 Another one is LOVE. 
 It is surely the most important.  Nothing 
can work properly without it.  It grows and 
swells and gathers, it likes to be nourished. 
 It gives unstintingly is all directions.  It 
has no boundaries.  It belongs to God and 
Jesus and we are allowed to draw from it. 
Phoebe Rose  
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January 
New Year’s Day is also 
when we celebrate the 
Circumcision of Christ.  
Jesus was, of course, a 
Jew; and for the Jews, 
circumcision is of great 
ritual and religious 
significance.   It is, in fact, 
one of the defining 
conditions of their 
Jewishness: for an 
orthodox Jew to call one 
of his fellows 
‘uncircumcised’ is an 
insult. 
 In Jewish tradition, 
following commandments 
in Genesis and Leviticus, 
males are circumcised at 
eight days old.  
Circumcision is traced 
back to the covenant 
between God and 
Abraham, and is 
consequently also 
practised by many 
Muslims. 
 For Christians, it’s 
an optional extra (or 
perhaps that should read 

Abbott’s 
Shoe Repairs and 
Leather Goods 

(Prop: Richard Deverill) 
18 Reading Road 

Pangbourne 
(0118) 984 1155 

Rupert Landen 
Furniture Restorer 

33 Grove Hill 
Caversham 

Reading RG4 8PN 
(01491) 682396 

‘Brambly Thatch’ 
A holiday cottage near 

Whitchurch Hill—so handy 
when family or friends from 

afar come to stay.  Call 
Kate or John Hatt on  

 (0118) 984 3121 

PIANO  
TUNING 

Over 20 years  
experience 

MARTIN RYLEY 
0118 926 6464 

Association of Blind Piano Tuners 
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 NOTICES FROM THE PARISH REGISTER 
Baptism 
On  2nd December at St Mary’s, Adam James Yorke, 
born 16th February 01, son of Graeme and Jane of 
Hazel Drive, Woodley. 
Burial 
On Tuesday, December 11th, the burial took place of 
Albert Absalom, aged 74 years, of 16 Olga Mow 
Forth House, Woodcote. 
On Monday, December 17th, the burial took place of 
Alfred Reed, aged 76 years, died 5th December at 
Duchess of Kent House, late of 28 Manor Road. 
Cremation 
On Thursday, December 6th, at Reading 
Crematorium following a service at St Mary’s, Sidney 
Albert Holman, aged 67 years. 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord.  May light 
perpetual shine upon them.             

SIDNEY ALBERT HOLMAN 
30 Nov 1934—27 Nov 2001 

 Sidney came to Whitchurch about 4 years ago 
following the death of his wife, Veronica, who did not 
enjoy good health but whom he had faithfully nursed.  He 
quickly put his roots down and made new friends and 
became an integral part of the village. 
 Sidney started life as a gardener, which was his 
consuming passion as well as his work; in Whitchurch he 
had a small garden as well as an allotment.  He was above 
all a practical caring man and gave generously of his time 
and skills for others in the village.  The church in 
particular owes him a debt of gratitude.  He loved the 
theatre, music and walking, and was a common sight 
walking his two dogs around the village.  He had many 
friends and was a faithful member of the Church.  He will 
be much missed by his relations and friends. May he rest 
in peace. 
Dolby Landon 
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Many thanks to Laura Gray, 
Lauren Hancock and Megan 

Jenkins of the “Fun-day Club” for  
doing three lovely posters for the 

Christingle Service. 

Whitchurch and District Theatre Club  
As of the 1st January 2002 the Whitchurch and 
District Theatre Club will be run by: 

Mrs Diana Marriott 
23 Hillside, Hardwick Road 

Whitchurch on Thames RG8 7HL 
0118 984 4582 

WADS 2002 PANTO 

THE PANTO AT THE 
OK CORRAL 

BY Jim Sperinck 

Box Office opens 5th January 

01491 680494 
Friday Eve and Sat Mat £5 (Concessions £4) 

Sat Eve all at £5 

Fri 25th, Sat 26th Jan Mat and Eve  

Fri 1st, Sat 2nd Feb Mat and Eve 
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For all your building       
requirements call 

 
D.R. MADGWICK 

0973 866227 
Plastering 
Decorating 

Patios 

 
Whitchurch Theatre Club 

...takes you to plays and    
concerts about once a month; 
matinees & evenings, London 

& provinces.  If interested, 
contact Mrs Diana Marriott, 
23 Hillside, Hardwick Road 

Whitchurch-on-Thames  
RG8 7HL 

Tel: 0118 984 4582 

Holiday Flat  
Cascais, Portugal 

A pretty fishing port 
and resort, 45 minutes 
from Lisbon.  2 double 

bedrooms, fully 
equipped.  Ring the 
owners on 0118 984 
2653 for more details 

Eastfield House 
Eastfield Lane 
Whitchurch on 

Thames Your local 
registered rest home, 

all single rooms, some 
garden flats, very    
reasonable terms. 

Tel: 0118 984 2586 

Chiltern Domestic 
Appliances 

Guaranteed repairs and 
servicing for Hoo-

ver,Hotpoint, Zanussi, Ben-
dix, Indesit and all major 

brands. Washing machines, 
tumble dryers and dish-

washers.  Low call out fee.  
Free estimates and prompt       

attention.     
Tel: 01491 681526 

GORING HEATH         
PARISH HALL 

(opposite St John’s Church, 
Whitchurch Hill) 

Great facilities in traditional 
surroundings.  Ideal for       

social gatherings after church 
or at any time!  Please ring 

Caroline Brooks  
07947 076290   



13 

Tel: 0118 984 4166  Fax: 0118 984 3393 

McKenzie Travel 

For all your travel needs—
leisure or business,  
simple or complex  

5, High Street, Pangbourne, 
Reading RG8 7AE 

Please submit all copy for the next month’s magazine by the 
20th.   I look forward to receiving your news, views, letters, etc. 
This magazine appears in the Church section on the village web 
site, see:www.whitchurchonthames.com.   
Sue Matthews 

Altar Coverings 
 Altar cloths and frontals are usually of fine materials and 
invariably of exquisite workmanship.  Silk and velvet, rich with 
embroidery and silver and gold thread are to be found in the 
larger churches, and often also in the smaller ones.  From the 
eleventh century onwards church embroidery was a flourishing 
art, and some of the work was extremely beautiful.  
Unfortunately much was destroyed by the Reformers. 
 The ‘fair linen cloth’ which is laid on top of the altar is 
always white; the other draperies are changed according to the 
season or festival in the church year and the pulpit fall and book 
markers are changed to match. 
 White (or cream and gold) is used for joyful occasions 
and festivals, such as Christmas, Easter, Ascensiontide and 
sometimes saints’ days.  Red (symbolising fire and blood) is 
used for Whitsun and martyrs’ days.  Purple signifies penance 
and preparation and so is used for Lent, Advent and Passiontide 
(except Good Friday).  Green, nature’s colour, signifying God’s 
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Downhill Christmas Fair Figures 

 
Stall       Total 
Door              £33.50 
Mulled Wine     46.60 
Teas         4.50 
White Elephant/Gifts           105.75 
Raffle       68.00 
Toys       18.95 
Bottle Tombola     78.70 
Christmas Sweepstake    36.80 
Children’s Competition    10.28 
Guess the Weight of the Cake   33.63 
Honey (Mr and Mrs Jessop)   10.00 
Pottery        5.00 
Cakes       87.50 
Potted Plants     40.80 
 
Grand Total of Takings                   £580.01   
  

 

PURLEY PLAYERS 
would welcome new members to join them.  We are 
seeking your "talent".  Whether it be singing, dancing, 
acting or playing an instrument, we would love to hear 
from you.  Please give Jean Chudleigh (0118 9842563) or 
Gerry Hiscock (0118 9418715) a ring as they would be 
delighted to hear from you. 
Purley Players are putting on a production in April 2002 
and invite anyone interested to come along to a get 
together on Wednesday, 16 January 2002 at 7.30 pm at St 
Mary's Church Hall, Purley on Thames, to meet us all. 
We hope you will come and join in the fun. 
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Officers of the Parish 
 
Officiating Priest: 

Reverend Father Peter Jefford 
27 Ashlong Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 0NH 

01865 760593 

Churchwardens: 
Eiluned Jones, Wells House. 

0118 984 4839 
John Dolby, Highway Cottage. 

0118 984 2140 
Deputies: Alan Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close 

0118 984 4489 
Jo Adams, Windings,  Whitchurch Hill 

0118 984 3362 

Honorary Secretary: 
Wendy Ferguson, 21 Swanston Field.  0118 984 1262 

Organist and Choirmaster: 
Anne Bolam, 6 Hillview Close, Long Lane 

 0118 942 1020 

Honorary Treasurer: 
Robert Plumb, Uplands Cottage. 

0118 984 4838 

Assistant Treasurer: 
Fred Phillipson, 2 Duchess Close. 

0118 984 3181 

Captain of the Bellringers: 
Stephanie May, 0118 957 2596 

Editors, Parish Magazine 
 Sue & Alan Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close 
0118 984 4489 or email suematt@waitrose.com 

  

Officers of the Parish 
 
Officiating Priest: 

Reverend Father Peter Jefford 
27 Ashlong Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 0NH 

01865 760593 
Churchwardens: 

Alan Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close 
0118 984 4489 

Jo Adams, Windings, Whitchurch Hill 
0118 984 3362 

Honorary Secretary: 
Wendy Ferguson, 21 Swanston Field.   

0118 984 1262 
Organist and Choirmaster: 

Anne Bolam, 6 Hillview Close, Long Lane 
 0118 942 1020 

Honorary Treasurer: 
Robert Plumb, Uplands Cottage. 

0118 984 4838 
Assistant Treasurer: 

Tony Voysey, Mow Cop, High Street. 
0118 984 3946 

Captain of the Bellringers: 
Stephanie May, 0118 957 2596 

Editor, Parish Magazine 
 Sue Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close 

0118 984 4489 or email suematt@waitrose.com 
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January 

Services for ….. 

6th January, 1st Sunday in Epiphany 

 St John’s 8 a.m. The Holy Communion 

 St Mary’s 10 a.m.               
 Parish Communion 

13th January, 2nd Sunday in Epiphany 

 St Mary’s 8 a.m. The Holy Communion 

 St Johns 10 a.m. Parish Communion 
 St Mary’s 6 p.m. Evensong 

20th January, 3rd Sunday in Epiphany 

 St John’s 8 a.m. The Holy Communion 

 St Mary’s 10 a.m. Parish Communion 

27th January, 4th Sunday in Epiphany 

 St Mary’s 8 a.m. The Holy Communion 

 St John’s 10 a.m. Parish Communion 

 St John’s 6 p.m. Evensong 
 

3rd February, 5th Sunday in Epiphany 

 St John’s 8 a.m. The Holy Communion 

 St Mary’s 10 a.m. Parish Communion 


