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CAPSTICK [l Wtcouein A

Tel: 01235 767103

FINE FURNITURE || Mob: 07971 603222

You can alwaystell a hand-made piece of fine
quality fitted furniture!

lan Capstick will personally discuss, design
and make those very special pieces you always
promised yourself:
Your own fully fitted office study.
A unique, hand-crafted kitchen to your
design.
Beautiful bookcases, cupboards or
Qvardrobes, free-standing or to fit an alcove. /

‘Brambly Thatch’
A holiday cottage near
Whitchurch Hill—so
handy when family or
friends from afar come
to stay. Call Kateor
John Hatt on
(0118) 984 3121

QUALITY Brick
and Flintwork. All types
of building work
undertaken.
Please phonefor friendly
advice/estimate.
Philip Wise
0118 984 4318

BATEMANS (OPTICIANS) LTD
COMPLETE PROFESSIONAL EYECARE

21 Reading Road,

Pangbourne RG8 7LR g c

Tel: 0118 984 2428




Dear friends in Christ,

We begin the month of February with the last
' ~,.' white of Christmas, at the Presentation on 1%

Feb, and end it with the first purple of Lent, on
s A Ash Wednesday: a reminder that the baby
Jesus whose birth we have just celebrated,
soon grew up and became a man who by his
life and teaching changed the world for ever.

In fact the Sundays of January, in different
ways, were all telling us that the boy Jesus, the carpenter’s
son of Nazareth, is also the Christ of God. And “Christ”, of
course, is neither a swear-word nor Jesus’ surname: it's more
like His job-title. He is the Anointed One, the Messiah, who is
on a mission to set His people free.

Some of His followers thought that He was going to free Israel
by driving out the occupying Romans at sword-point, and
when He was arrested, tried and executed by those same
Romans (with a little help from Jewish religious leaders), no
doubt they were hugely depressed and discouraged.

But in this story, nothing is what it seems. The Israel of God is
not a nation-state, but a consecrated people. The Kingdom of
God is not about land and power, but about a full, loving and
abundant life. And the freedom which the Christ has bought
for us with a price, on the Cross, includes the freedom to turn
him down — and most of us do.

On Ash Wednesday (25" Feb) at 7.30 p.m. we will come
together with the other churches of the Team for a special
evening service ‘down the hill at St Mary’s, and hear again
the invitation and the call to turn away from our past mistakes,
and turn back to Him.



One way to deepen and share our understanding of this
God who calls us into loving relationship, is to join a
Lent Group. ACT Pangbourne will again be running a
programme, and this year we shall also have our own
Lent Course in Whitchurch, using the York Course
entitled: “Tough Talk — The Hard Sayings of Jesus.”
There will be five sessions, from the week after Ash
Wednesday until the week before Holy Week, on a
Monday or Wednesday evening. (Please let me know
your preference.) More details nearer the time: do come
if you can, so we can learn from each other.

Yours in Christ Jesus,

/.
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Letter from the Team Rector

Watch the Birdie.

Therewas aflurry of excitement in the bird watching world shortly
before we moved down from Cumbria. A pair of Ospreys —large,
beautiful and very rare birds of prey —had nested close to
Bassenthwaite in the northern Lake District. A round-the-clock
guard was posted on the nest ste, and special hides and viewing
points were established so that the public and the enthusiasts could
perhaps catch a glimpse of thiswonderful bird, which had not
nested anywhere in England for along time.

Unity among human beings is somewnhat like those Ospreys - you
have to work very hard if you areto catch a glimpse of her, and
when you get close you haveto be very careful because she cannot
be held or caged. Thereis something strong, deep and mysterious
about unity. Her presence isamost a gift.



So, what does human unity actualy look like in our society and
where must we look for it? At firgt sight our world is a scramble of
adversarial politics and competitive economics,

We are governed by laws made by opposing political groupings,
swinging this way and that way, first one policy, then, ten years
later, the opposite.

We work for companies who seek to out-profit their competitors,
with little sense of loyalty higher than the boardroom or the
shareholders.

Together, our government and our employers trumpet that we have
a huge freedom of choice, and in one sense, we can make choices
that our parents could never have made. But these so called
freedoms are based upon common denominators that have chained
us together in away our parents never knew.

For the unity that existsin society today is a unity of consumption.

We are bombarded with images and multi channel entertainment.
The choice has never been grester. But itsjust TV. And we're all
watching.

We have access to a huge range of information and services via the
internet.
Online, you can do anything. But we' reall using Windows.

We can travel farther and faster than ever before to reach new and
exciting destinations. We can all go anywhere. Unfortunately, it is
usually on the sameroad.

Isthis bland unity of consumption all humanity can hope for?

Is the sum of our togetherness being stuck on the M 25, watching the
Matrix on your cellphone (again) ?

There does not appear to be on offer any other kind of vision for our
human togetherness and purpose in theworld, at least one that can
be spoken publicly.

Worryingly, we seem in addition to be losing our capacity for civil
disagreement (look what happened to Kilroy).

(Continued on page 6)



Eng Lef'i_re Ld Tel : 0118 9304898

o Open : Mon-Sat 9-5pm
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Primroses _f;.“ Bird Feeders
and Polyanthus \JB:@ Rird Food
Fruit Trees “_,:I.' House Plants
Seed Potatoes /{L% Cifts

Seeds ' :
Roses ’ﬁ“i’% Pots and containers

Where we are Who we are

We are 3 miles from junction 12 of the Englefield Garden Centre is part of
M4. Englefield village is signposted off TACT, acharity providing training

the A340 Theale to Pangbourne road. & therapy to people with learning
disabilities

(Continued from page 5)

Neither of the social models on thetablein front of usis very
attractive.

Across the channd there is taking shape the grand European
project, the ever increasng house of cardsthat isliberal
degeneracy.

And across the Atlantic, there lies shimmering on the horizon the
American dream of wealth, health, and the happiness of capital
obesity.

No wonder thereisindecision at the top here, and confusion at the
bottom.

In thelight of this, | do not believe that the soaring osprey of unity
will be found by the crashing elephants of politics or economics
as currently practiced.

A deeper vision isneeded, onethat hasasits priorities a
sustainable world and a just world. In human terms that means we
should be seeking for aright relationship with the Creation, and
right relationshipswith our neighbours, both in our street and
across the globe.

(Continued on page 8)




Boze Down Vineyard, Hardwick Road

Award winning red and white wines made from grapes grown
at Boze Down. Freetastings every weekend,
except January and February, when we are open by

appointment only.
Saturday 11— 6pm, Sunday noon—5pm
Tel: 0118 984 4031

—

Osteopath

Cranial and Structural Osteopathy
Whitchurch Hill and Emmer Green
Karen L Phillips, D.O.

For appointments, call 0118 984 4202

WARMINGHAM

A rengﬁtabllshed independent family company/
_ectallsngmthesaleand letting of vill i

L4 eelntry and rlverg propErnths '!'
j-_fgg‘-_maet g @n iffor mal and
fid é@‘ﬁﬁgﬁsm r @t per so iJIFéIhF
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4/5High Street, Goring-on-Thames, Nr. Reading RG8 9AT

Salesand Valuations Lettings& Property Management
Tel: 01491 874144 Tel: 01491 875011
e-mail: sales@warmingham.com e-mail: |ettings@warmingham.com

www.warmingham.com
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TANIA NEESON: PILATES

Pilatesis a stress free method of exercising
suitable for all
It isrelaxing and energising and produces great results

Flatter/toned abdominals Improved self esteem
Stress management/relaxation  Improved immune system
Strength/flexibility Coordination/balance

Taniais afriendly, qualified teacher running classesin
Goring/Streatley, Whitchurch Hill, Pangbourne and Reading
Morning, afternoon and evening classes
weekdays and weekends.
Please call 0118 984 4310 for details and to book Iessons

(Continued from page 6)

This can only happen if we agree about something, and that
something cannot be the triumph of capital because there' s never
enough to go round. Neither can it be the autonomy of mankind
because you cannot have freedom without responsibility.

A deeper vision of human unity has to do with bigger things, like
the search for truth, the science of wonder, the humility of prayer,
and the sacred heart at the centre of everything.

For we areall God's children, and we need to return to this simple
“hide” to find the resources of togetherness that we need for human
hope.

But for now, we arelost in the woods and the long grass, and we

run from the gifts of God, fearful of bright eyes and sharp claws,
seeking any way but the way home.

KGD 14/1/04



Purley Players tat,o00

Next production in 2004 will be g ﬁ
FURE AHOIHCS

CAPER at the OK CORRAL T

at St Mary’'s Church Hall, Purley on Thames on:
Wednesday 10 March (First Night)
Thursday 11 March to Saturday 13 March
all performances will commence at 8.00 pm

Tickets: £6 for Adults and
£4 for Senior Citizens and Children
Tickets will be reduced for the Wednesday performance

Box Office Opens on Monday 9 February 2004

0118 941 3259 and 0118 984 2563

A cannibal, feding a bit peckish, gobbled up a Methodist
missionary for hiselevenses. He then ate a Catholic priest for lunch
and an Anglican bishop for supper. That night he couldn’t sleep
with aterrible pain in his stomach which Hill distressed himin the
morning, so he was obliged to call for the witchdoctor. The
witchdoctor examined him and when he heard what he had been
eating recently he knew what the problem was and give the cannibal
his diagnosis: “Y ou are experiencing an ecumenical movement”.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERNRI
If you are unhappy with your vicar, Smply have your church
wardens send off a copy of this letter to six other churches who are
tired of their vicar. Then bundle up your vicar and send him to the
church at thetop of thelist of thisletter. Within aweek you will
receive 16,435 vicars and one of them should be aright. Have faith
in this chain letter for vicars. Do not break the chain. One church
did and got their old vicar back again.



Children’s Page

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Have you ever done anything you shouldn’t? Of course you
have. We all do. Sometimes it’s a big thing, like stealing some-
thing that doesn’t belong to us. Sometimes it’s a little thing, like
not doing what we are told, or answering back nastily when
someone tells us to do something. And do you ever feel akind
of uncomfy feeling somewhere in your tummy when you know
you’ ve done something wrong. | think we all have that feeling
too —it’s called conscience and it reminds us that we should say
sorry and that we need to be forgiven.

In Jesus' pattern prayer hetold his followers that they could ask
God to forgive them, and he would, but he also said they had to
forgive other people too. Hetold a story explaining why.

Once there was a man who owed the king thousands of pounds.
The king would have been quite right to throw him in prison and
take all his possessions instead of the money. But the man
begged to be forgiven, and the king, who must have been a very
nice king, told him he'd let him off everything he owed. You'd
think that would make the man happy and kind in return, would-
n't you? But it didn't work that way. He went straight out from
being with the king, and saw another of the king’s servants. This
man owed him some money. But not thousands of pounds. Oh
no, only afew pence really. And the first man wanted his money
back. He grabbed him and began to strangle him. Then he got
him thrown into prison until he paid.

What do you think happened next? Y es, the king got to hear of
this. And he was very, very angry — really furious. He called the
man back in and yelled at him:

“Y ou wicked servant. | forgave you all your huge debt. You
should have forgiven your fellow servant, who after all only

10



owed you alittle bit. But you didn’t. So now I’'m going
to treat you the same. Y ou’'re going to prison till you pay
every penny you owe me!’

Y ou see, Jesus wanted us to understand that if we are
hard and unkind and unforgiving we do not deserve to
be forgiven ourselves. So, let’s remember, when some-
one upsets us or does something wrong to us, that it
might have been the other way round, and if it was, we'd
like to be forgiven. That way, we'll forgive them and we
can be sure that God will forgive us when we ask him

to

Geraldine Witcher

Family Service
4p.m. St Mary’s
29th February

EE I EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENDN]
Mothers Union
This month our meeting will be held in the Peppard Parish Room at
10.30a.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 17th. We have what sounds like a very
interesting talk from Alex Cooke who is coming from the I sle of
Wight to tell us about the organisation "Love Russia'. Thiswas set
up when the USSR collapsed and so many children were discovered
living in ghastly conditions. They have implemented all sorts of
facilitiesin orphanages transforming the lives of many children,
many of them handicapped. There are always follow-up visits after
aid has been delivered to ensureit isbeing properly distributed.
Alex Smith will be speaking again at Woodcote Community Centre
at 7.30p.m. that evening. Refreshments will be provided and there
will be acharge of £2.00 to cover the costs of the Centre. Anyoneis
most welcome at either meeting.
Mary Kent.
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Women’s World Day of Prayer
Friday 5 March 2004

In Faith — Women Shape
the Future

(prepared by Christian Women of Panama)
2pm at Ipsden Church
Speaker : The Revd. Angela Linton

All Welcome (Men, Women and Young People)
Refreshments will be served afterwards

Any further information that you require
contact Jo Adams 9843362

Kentwood Garden Services

Have your Garden maintained
Weekly ~ Fortnightly ~Monthly
Neglected Gardenscleared
Free estimates ~ Fully insured

Call Kevin on
0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944

Grass Cutting ~ Turfing ~ Fencing
Hedge-cutting ~ Patios ~ Decking



ENGLISH CHURCH BELLS and bell ringing

Q. Are the bells rung mechanically?

A. No. English church bells have traditionally always been
rung by real people! Every time you hear them ringing there
are people actually pulling the ropes. They are not always
hidden away up in the tower out of sight either like they are at
St Marys. In some churches the ringing chamber is on an
open balcony up at the back of the church as at Checkendon,
and a lot of churches have ringing from the ground floor.

In the ringing chamber ropes come down in a circle in order
of bell-size (usually clockwise). Ringers stand in an inward
facing circle behind the ropes. Junior ringers and others who
are not very tall stand on a box a few centimetres high so
they are at the right height for ringing.

Q. So do ringers need to be immensely fit and strong?

A. No - it's all technique. The bells rotate on ball bearings so
only the friction has to be overcome. Some quite small
children and elderly people ring perfectly well. What other
hobby can you begin as a child and continue into your
eighties!

The County Concierge Co.

The Modern Approach To Quality of life

Have you too much to do but never enough time to get it done?
Would you like to concentrate on the important things, leaving your chores to someone else?
Well, at THE COUNTY CONCIERGE we can let you do just that.
Let us organise it for you.
For more information simply ring: 0118 9842555

Emergency repairs
Garden maintenance

Holiday home watch
Welcome home service

Parties or ganised

Decorating Restaur ants booked Pet care

Cleaning Home catering Airport/station collection
Accept deliveries Babysitting Children’s holiday

Shopping Childminding activities

TO LIGHTEN THE LOAD
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Purley Horticultural Society

A.G.M.

The 26™ Annual General Meeting will be held in the Purley
Memorial Hall on Wednesday 18" February, commencing at
7.45 p.m. It will be followed by a talk by Mr. David Penny
from the Berkshire College of Agriculture. David has been
very involved in the designing of their Show Gardens at the
R.H.S. Shows for quite a few years and regularly broadcasts
on Radio Berkshire’s Garden programme giving expert advice
to solve our gardening problems. His talk will be “Year-round
colour and interest in your garden”. Members are reminded
that any nomination for election as an Officer or Committee
Member must be made in writing to the Secretary, Mrs. P.
Brightwell, 99 Devonshire Gardens, Tilehurst, RG31 6FF by
11" February.

Talk

On Wednesday, 17" March, Mrs. E. Farrar will give a talk on
“Learning from One’s Mistakes”. This will take place in Purley
Memorial Hall at 8 p.m.

Spring Show
This will take place on Saturday, 3® April in Purley Memorial

Hall.

Trading
The Trading Store will reopen at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 31>

January and thereafter will be open each Saturday and
Sunday between 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. until the last Sunday in
October. Membership of the Society for 2004 is now £1.50
and subscriptions can be renewed at the Trading Shed when
this reopens.

Marion Dabbs
9422349

When the missionaries came to Africathey had the Bible and we
had theland. They said, “Let us pray.” We closed our eyes. When
we opened them we had the Bible and they had the land.

Desmond Tutu



For all your travel needs—
leisure or business,
simple or complex

5, High Street, Pangbourne,
Reading RG8 7AE

Brooking Travel

Tel: 0118 984 4166 Fax: 0118 984 3393

Copy should be submitted by 20th of the
month please.

Sue Matthews suematt@waitrose.com
Ashdown, Duchess Close,

Whitchurch on Thames, RG8 7EN

BAYWEST ARBORISTS

Tree Surgeons
Joe and Andrew have over 10 years experience in the field of Tree
Surgery and guarantee a reliable, prompt and personal service,
tackling any aspect of tree and hedge work. Fully qualified and
insured.

Reducing and Reshaping

Felling

Dismantling

Hedge Reduction and Trimming
Free Quotations

Woodchips supplied

Tel: 0118 943 1731  Mobile: 07929 989319
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Ace Property

House Maintenance
Plumbing & Electrical Repairs
Carpentry & Glazing
Lock Fitting
Guttering & Small Roof Repairs

All Genera House Maintenance Repairs

Mobile: 077522 85222 Td: 0118 9710579
Web. http://aceproperty.2cuk.co.uk
Email PaulHMorris@onetel .net.uk

Proprietor
Paul H Morris New Hope Beenham RG7 5NN

Saints and Dedications

Medieval belief and faith had a saint for every calling, for
every ailment, almost for every possible circumstance.

St Christopher was not only the patron saint of travellers but
of porters. He was known as a protector against sudden
death and was often painted on the wall facing the main
entrance of the church. St Nicholas was the patron saint of
sailors, children, merchants and pawnbrokers. St Blaise
protected those with sore throats, in addition to being the
patron saint of woolcombers, and St Cecilia was the guardian
of makers of music.

(from Discovering Church Treasure by Eric Delderfield)

PIANO Rupert Landen
TUNING Furniture Restorer
Over 20 years Church Farm
experience Reading Road
MARTIN RYLEY | |Woodcote RG8 0QX
0118 926 6464 (01491) 682396
Association of Blind Piano Tuners




Eastfiedld House
Eastfield Lane
Whitchurch on

Thames -Y our local
registered rest home,
al single rooms, some
garden flats, very
reasonable terms.
Tel: 0118 984 2586

Abbott’s
Shoe Repairs and

Leather Goods

(Prop: Richard Deverill)
18 Reading Road
Pangbourne
(0118) 984 1155

Whitchurch Theatre Club
...takes you to plays and
concerts about once a month;
matinees & evenings, London
& provinces. If interested,
contact Mrs Diana Marriott,
23 Hillside, Hardwick Road
Whitchurch-on-Thames
RG8 7HL
Tel: 0118 984 4582

Holiday Flat
Cascais, Portugal
A pretty fishing port
and resort, 45 minutes
from Lisbon. 2 double
bedrooms, fully
equipped. Ring the
owners on 0118 984
2653 for more details

T

GORING HEATH
PARISH HALL
(opposite St John’s Church,
Whitchurch Hill)

Great facilitiesin traditional
surroundings. ldeal for family
parties and social gatherings
Pleasering
Caroline Brooks
07947 076290
NA NN EEENESEENENEENNEEESN
Chiltern Domestic
Appliances
Guaranteed repairs and
servicing for Hoo-
ver,Hotpoint, Zanussi, Ben-
dix, Indesit & all major
brands. Washing ma-
chines, tumble dryers
and dishwashers. Low call
out fee and prompt atten-
tion.

Tel: 01491 681526
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Whitchurch Hill W.1.

On Tuesday, 20th January, we welcomed Nigel Glover-
Wright to the hall for a talk entitled ‘Talk on the Wild Side’.
The slides and talk were very exciting and stimulated much
discussion. The settings were the natural wild life parks of
Kenya and Tanzania. We saw the wonderful Mt. Kilimanjaro
as a backdrop to the animals: lions, leopards, zebras,
hyenas, jackals, etc. Because of his patience and
determination to catch these special moments, wonderful
shots were obtained. A lioness ensnaring a family of
waterhogs and trapping the baby were particularly tense. His
love of African wild life was apparent.

Next month we welcome Stan Palling with ‘Neptune Care of
the Coastline’.

A. Bradley

RG Bridgewater
Bespoke Picture Restorer and Framer

Established in the trade since 1956
(Apprenticed at Reading Fine Art Gallery, and with
Picture Crafts of London Street, Reading)

Oils and Pastels restored

Watercolours, Engravings and Prints de-foxed and
cleaned
Conservation Mounting and Framing and all aspects
of framing undertaken

2 Enterprise House, 41 Reading Road, RG8 7THY
Pangbourne (0118) 984 4622



Officers of the Parish
Parish Priest:
Reverend Dr Peter Steddon
Rectory Cottage, Whitchurch on Thames

0118 984 1473
Churchwardens:
Alan Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close
0118 984 4489
Jo Adams, Windings, Goring Heath Road, Whitchurch Hill
0118 984 3362
Vergers:
St Mary's
St John's Pat Turner 984 4200
Honorary Secretary:
Wendy Ferguson, 21 Swanston Field.
0118 984 1262

Organist and Choirmaster:
Julian Oxley, Applecroft, Upper Basildon, RG8 8NT
01491 671415
Honorary Treasurer:
Robert Plumb, Uplands Cottage.
0118 984 4838
Assistant Treasurer:
Tony Voysey, Mow Cop, High Street.
0118 984 3946
Captain of the Bellringers:
Stephanie May, 0118 957 2596
Editor, Parish Magazine
Sue Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close
0118 984 4489 or email: suematt@waitrose.com

Team Rector:
Reverend Kevin Davies
The Rectory, Checkendon, RG8 0SR
01491 680252
www.langtree.org

\@

19



20

Services for .....

February
1st February, Presentation
St John’s 8am.  TheHoly Communion
StMary’'s 10am.  Parish Communion

Revd Angela Lindon
8th February, 3rd before L ent

St Mary’'s 8am. The Holy Communion
St John's 10am.  Parish Communion

St Mary’'s 6 p.m. Evening Prayers

15th February, 2nd before Lent
St John's 8am. The Holy Communion
StMary’'s 10am.  Parish Communion
22nd February. Next before L ent

St Mary’'s 8am. The Holy Communion
St John's 10am.  Parish Communion
StMary's 6p.m.  Evening Prayers

25th February, Ash Wednesday
St Mary’s 7.30 p.m. Order for the Beginning of Lent

29th February, Lent 1
10.30 am. Team Service at’ Woodcote St Leonard
St Mary’s4 p.m. Family Service

7th March, Lent 2
St John's 8am.  TheHoly Communion

StMary's 10am.  Parish Communion
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