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CAPSTICK [l Wtcoue i A

Tel: 01491 839895

FINE FURNITURE 24 hr Answering Auto/

You can alwaystell a hand-made piece of fine
quality fitted furniture!

lan Capstick will personally discuss, design
and make those very special pieces you always
promised yourself:

Your own fully fitted office study.

A unique, hand-crafted kitchen to your

design.

Beautiful bookcases, cupboards or
Qvardrobes, free-standing or to fit an alcove. /

‘Brambly Thatch’
A holiday cottage near
Whitchurch Hill—so
handy when family or
friends from afar come
to stay. Cal Kateor
John Hatt on
(0118) 984 3121

QUALITY Brick
and Flintwork. All types
of building work
undertaken.
Please phonefor friendly
advice/estimate.
Philip Wise
0118 984 4318

BATEMANS (OPTICIANS) LTD
COMPLETE PROFESSIONAL EYECARE

21 Reading Road,

Pangbourne RG8 7LR g c

Tel: 0118 984 2428




A Letter for February 2003
from the Reverend Father Peter Jefford

Dear People of the Parish,

Each year | take aweek out of my lifeand go into
Retreat in my old Theological College and part of the
discipline of the Retreat is that for the space of four days we
arenot allowed to speak to each other. Always when | come
home, back to Oxford, | feel a great sense of peace and real
refreshment.

It isfrom Our Lord that there comes this smple
injunction and he said to his Apostle “ Come away by
yourselves to a desert place and rest awhile” for we are also
told “that many were coming and going and they had no
leisure, not even to eat”.

Today people aretrying to find some peacein their
lives and comfort in their souls by going on holiday, not to
Marbela but to some remote place. It is said that they are
encouraged to do so by watching such people as Ray Mears
and Michael Palin being shown in remote and hostile places
of nature on thetelevision.

Indeed there are two words that are brim full of
romance: oneis the word wilderness, that place of the wild
extreme; and the other is the word desert, that place that is
deserted by man and also obvious means of comfort. Today
such places are becoming the great new tourist attractions of
this new millennium.

But long before the tourists got going there were two
men who were called into the desert. John the Baptist, we are
told, left home as soon as he was able to go out there to find
his great purpose and mission therein the desert. Hewent to
that wild place called Bethabarain the land of Jordan on the
East Bank of the Jordan River. He had to learn about not just
staying alive but about the real nature and meaning of hislife,
how best he might serve Almighty God.



Theanswer lay therein the desert, and so it was with
his cousin, Our Lord.

We are told that once his baptism had taken place the
Spirit drove him there into the wilderness, the desert, the
place of emptiness, to learn about how to stay alive. And also
how to fulfil his mission as the Son of God.

St. John tells us that even in the final springtime he
went back to the wilderness to learn once more. Thistimein
respect of the forthcoming passion and death.

Not far away on Wednesday, March 5th, there comes
the very first day of another season of Lent. | do feel that
because of the nature of eventsin this world at the present
timethat this for us should also be atimeto go out there into
the deserted place, to learn more about God and His Son.

Tolearn in humility more about ourselves and to pray for so
many things that need our prayers at thistime.

For this Lent is not just a challengeto us but also a great
opportunity.

It may be that experiencing less, learning in truth ‘that
lessis more’, by means of our prayers and our real and
humble devotions, Lent will befor allof usatime of real
growth in our discipleship. The Parish needsit. The church
needsit. Andwe need it.

May God blessyou all.

With my best wishes to you all,
Peter Jefford

NOTICES FROM THE PARISH REGISTER

Baptism

On Sunday, January 19th at St Mary’s, Georgia
Elizabeth, the daughter of Damian and Emma Oke
of 292 Overdown Road, Tilehurst.




(((February Newsletter from Kevin)))

PLEASE SLOW DOWN !

My old uncle has always liked fancy cars. For aslong as| can
remember he has enjoyed buying the biggest, shiniest, and most
powerful car that he can afford.

Heis aso one of the most responsible driversthat | know. Asa
child | was once taken somewhere by him in his big shiny car, but
was taken aback by hisreadiness to be overtaken by much smaller,
less supercharged machines.

“Comeon, Uncle Fred” | said, “Y ou can easily give them what for
in thisthing”

He looked at me very carefully, and said something | have never
forgotten.

“So what will you do, in the seconds that you save, each time you
risk your life?’

Uncle Fred siill likes his cars. Heis still alive to drive them, even
though heisnow in his eighties. But in the years that have passed
since he said those words to me, about 60,000 people (no misprint)
have been killed in road accidents in this country alone.

That’ s the equivalent of twenty 11" Septembers.

Why do we accept this intolerable massacre, every year, on our
roads?

As one who knows about these things, very few things come close
to the grief and loss associated with aroad death, especialy if that
lossis achild or ayoung person.

Welove our cars, and our government conspires with industry to
make us dependant on them. Our employers demand ever more
from us which in turn we pass to the machines we use in our work.
Life becomes a game of juggling at speed.

As your minister, | say thiswith al my heart, and | hope you share
this sentiment, that | never want to have to lead your community in
grieving the loss of anyone who has been needlessly killed by a
speeding car.

Please will YOU help mein this, by cutting your speed to 20mph
through our village?
(Continued on page 6)



EngLQFLeLd Tel : 0118 9304898

Open : Mon-Sat 9-5pm
(Sundays 10-4pm May & June)

EﬁHDLMCEMTRE

Mother’s Day Primroses,pansies
March 30th : Fruit Trees
Planted baskets and bowls Seed Potatoes
Seeds

Gift
s Roses here from Mid Feb

Pots and containers

Who we are
Englefield Garden Centre is part of
TACT, a charity providing training
& therapy to people with learning
disabilities

Where we are
We are 3 miles from junction 12 of the
M4. Englefield village is signposted off
the A340 Theale to Pangbourne road.

(Continued from page 5)
Think of others, think of the child around the corner, think of your
own family.

I once had a child go under the front of my car in Brigol. Thelittle
boy ran out into the road without looking. If | had been going at
thirty miles an hour he would have died at my hand and there would
have been nothing | could have done. By amiracle he was unhurt,
as | managed to stop before hitting him. But can you imagine my
feelingsas| saw himrun out, and fall in front of me?

Many cars go through Whitchurch at forty miles an hour or more.
Thishas got to stop, before someone is killed. Because if we allow
things to continue, statistics say that a fatality is not a matter of if,
but when. Who will it be, | wonder?

Your Team Rector, Kevin Davies
Lent Lunches—volunteer host/hostesses please
contact Wendy Ferguson on 984 1262 to go on
the list of our ever-popular Souper Lent Lunches



Boze Down Vineyard, Hardwick Road

Award winning red and white wines made from grapes grown
. atBozeDown. Freetastings every weekend,
except January and February, when we are open by
appointment only.
Saturday 11— 6pm, Sunday noon—>5pm
Tel: 0118 984 4031

Osteopath
Cranial and Structural Osteopathy
Whitchurch Hill
Karen L Phillips, D.O.
For appointments, call 0118 984 4202

WARMINGHAM

=%
A'feng established independent family company/
_ectallsngmthesaleand letting of villa i

Intry and rlverg propErnths | 1'
EAsE egffﬂaetq anifformal and
nfida @‘Pfssuﬁsl on reg @ij ixlrérémfs

4/5High Street, Goring-on-Thames, Nr. Reading RG8 9AT

Salesand Valuations Lettings& Property Management
Tel: 01491 874144 Tel: 01491 875011
e-mail: sales@warmingham.com e-mail: |ettings@warmingham.com

www.warmingham.com
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TANIA NEESON: PILATES

Pilatesis a stress free method of exercising
suitable for all
It isrelaxing and energising and produces great results

Flatter/toned abdominals Improved self esteem
Stress management/relaxation  Improved immune system
Strength/flexibility Coordination/balance
Taniais afriendly, qualified teacher running classesin
Goring/Streatley, Whitchurch Hill, Pangbourne and Reading
Morning, afternoon and evening classes
weekdays and weekends.

Bible Study

Ladies, would you liketo join asmall group meeting fortnightly to
study the Bible in afriendly and informal atmosphere? A few of us
have been meeting for awhile now and it would be lovely to have
some more people with us. We meet on Monday afternoons during
term time from 2.15-3-15ish at Shepherd' s Close. Babies and
toddlers are welcome. For more information and dates contact
Geraldine Witcher on 9844959

Family Service January 12" 2003

Fun and friendship

Anticipating things in 2003
Musicto sing to

I nteresting talks

L ots of laughter

Y oung and old taking part together

Sunday afternoon at 4 o' clock
Exciting activities

Reviewing things from 2002
Vocal toddlerslovejoiningin
Informal and inspiring

Come and join usfor the next one
Everybody welcome

The next family service will be at St Mary’s on March 30" —
Mother’s Day!



Messiah at the Falkland Islands’ Memorial Chapel

The 150 voices of the combined Pangbourne Choral Society
and the Pangbourne College Choir together with soloists
and the Philomel Orchestra under the baton of Darren
Everhart will be giving a performance of Handel’s Messiah
at 7:30pm on Sunday February 9™ in the stunning Falk-
land Islands Memorial Chapel at Pangbourne College.

At this concert the Choral Society will be saying a sad fare-
well to its Assistant Director of Music, Rufus Frowde, who is
moving on to other roles including that of Assistant Director
of Music at the Chapel Royal, Hampton Court Palace.

Many will have seen the Falkland Islands Memorial Chapel
recently in the BBC TV’s Songs of Praise programme on
Remembrance Sunday. Now is the chance for those who
have not yet visited the chapel to experience this stunning
and very moving building while listening to Handel’'s master-
piece.

There is ample free parking and easy access for any dis-
abled visitors. Tickets: £7.50 (U-18s £1.50) from Pre-
mier Pet Store, Pangbourne High Street; on the door, or
(with SAE, & cheque made out to ‘PCS’) by post from
PCS Tickets, Swan View, 13 Shooters Hill, Pangbourne,
RG8 7DZ.

Immediately following this concert the Choral Society will
be starting rehearsing for their summer concert on a Coro-
nation theme which will include Elgar’s stirring Coronation
Ode. The Society always welcomes new members. If you
are interested in joining the choir just roll up on Tuesday
February 11" in the Falkland Islands Memorial Chapel
around 7:30pm. More information on membership and
our concerts can be found at our web site: http://
www.pangbournechoralsociety.fsnet.co.uk
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Children’s Page

The story of David
Chapter 1 David the Shepherd Boy

David was the youngest in his family. If you' re the youngest
inyours, you' Il know what that means — always being the
first to go to bed; never being ‘ old enough’ tojoinin the
exciting things; always |eft a bit behind, not quite clever
enough, or strong enough or tall enough. It was like that for
David.

His big brothers, all seven of them, went off to be soldiers.
The Isradites were at war with the Philistines, and the king
was recruiting. All the young men were rushing to join the
king's army and fight. They were given armour — shiny metal
helmets and strong leather shields — and weapons — polished,
sharp swords, and heavy iron battleaxes. They looked strong
and fierce and unbeatable.

But not David. David wasn't strong enough to lift the battle-
axe. David wasn’'t big enough to fit the armour. So David had
to stay home and look after the family’s flock of sheep. He
might have been sulky and fed up at being |eft behind. But he
wasn't. When he went out with the sheep he took his harp and
played it. He made himself a sling — a sort of small weapon —
out of aloop of goatskin. He would fit smooth pebblesin the
sling, and whirl it round till the stone flew out fast and
straight. At first he practiced hitting rocks and trees. Then he
began to aim at moving targets and soon he was ableto kill a
rabbit or a bird for his lunch. It made a change from bread
and sheeps milk cheese.

David was a good shepherd. He made sure the sheep had
grassto eat and water to drink. His sling protected them from
foxes and vultures. But one day something bigger than a fox



came along looking for dinner! Something large and
dangerous was prowling around, sneaking up towards an
unsuspecting sheep. Crouching low and getting ready to
pounce. What was it?

A lion! A hungry mountain lion had come down from the
hills and was after David's sheep. Quickly David took his
ding, fitted a pebbleinto it, took aim and... hit thelion right
between the eyes. The lion stumbled, shook its head, then
turned and ran back the way it had come, howling in pain.
David had saved the sheep.

Another day something else big and wild and hungry arrived.
A bear came lumbering over to where the sheep were. It was
intent on something good to eat. It grabbed a panicking,
struggling sheep in its strong claws. David didn’t waste a
minute. His sling was out, armed, aimed and fired before the
bear had time to turn around. The wounded beast dropped the
sheep, looking round to see what had attacked him. Several
more stones hit him and so he gave up thefight, dropped to
all fours and stumbled away into the forest. Once again,
David had protected his sheep.

David was the youngest. He couldn’t be a soldier yet. But he
could be a good shepherd. What he didn’t know was that all
his training and practicing to protect his sheep would be very
useful when he was older. God had a plan for David' s life,
and over the next few months we' Il find out more about what
that was. But remember, whether you're the oldest, in the
middle or the youngest like David, you're special. Y ou have
things you can do, and things you will do, that no one else
can, or will. God has an exciting plan for your life too — not
fighting bears or lions like David, but.... wel, wait and see!

Geraldine Witcher

11
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Friends of St John’s

We would like to thank all those who supported the Friend’s
raffle held at the Goring Heath Christmas Mini Market. A
splendid £121.00 was raised towards our funds. Jackie
Widdows of Shrivels Hill Woodcote won the Hamper and was
highly delighted.

Jo Adams Chairman

St. John’s Church

At the beginning of this year Pat Turner, after 20 years of
keeping our church ‘spick and span’, has decided that she
must stand aside for a younger person.

It has been a tremendous act of loyalty to the church and vil-
lage for so long and | would like to publicly express our
thanks for all her hard work.

The good news is that she has agreed to continue the re-
sponsibility as Verger, | am sure without her local knowledge
we would be lost.

Jo Adams Churchwarden

Women’'s World Day of Prayer

St. John’s Church Whitchurch Hill is hosting the
Women'’s Day of Prayer on the 7" March 2003. at
2pm

The theme is Holy Spirit, Fill us which is being pre-
pared by
Christian Women of the Lebanon.

All are Welcome (Men, Women and Young People)
Refreshments will be served in the Goring Heath

Village Hall (which is opposite the church) after the
service.



PURLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

A.G.M.

The 25th Annual General Meeting will be held in the Purley
Memorial Hall on Wednesday, 19 February, commencing at
7.45 p.m. It will be followed by an illustrated talk by Mr. Ben
Viljoen on "Fragments of the Garden History of Purley".
Members are reminded that any nomination for election as an
Officer or Committee Member must be made in writing to the
Secretary, Mrs. P. Brightwell, 99 Devonshire Gardens,
Tilehurst, RG31 6FF by 12 February.

TRADING

The Trading Store will reopen at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 1 Feb-
ruary and thereafter will be open each Saturday and Sunday
between 10 and 11 a.m. until the last Sunday in October.
Membership subscriptions for 2003 are now due and may be
paid either at the Trading Store or at the A.G.M.

CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW

The Society has the option to obtain two tickets for either 22
or 23 May at the special price per ticket £19 (whole day), £17
(afternoon and evening), £13 (evening only). Any member of
the Society who would like to go should ring Mr. G. Critchell
(0118 9844185) immediately. If more than two members ap-
ply there will be a draw. Closing date: 9 February.

Talks
The last talk this winter will be held on 19 March in Purley

Memorial Hall commencing at 8 p.m. Mr. Bob Aggis Will talk
to us about House and Conservatory Plants.

Plant Sale

If any members have any special requirements for the Sale to
be held on 17 May, could they please let me know or contact
the Trading Store.

Marion Dabbs
9422349
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Choir of theYear

It'salmost ayear since we welcomed Julian Oxley as our new organist
and garted up aregular choir again for the Sunday service. Our hopeisto
add joyfulness to Church worship in our parish by leading the
congregation in hymns old and new and in singing the church liturgy. We
have had a great deal of enjoyment in the choir, both from the music and
from good company and fellowship.

We are grateful to Norman Hutt who has played for us when Julian was
away; we are fortunate indeed to have such faithful support and to have
been ableto sing every Sunday during the year.

From time to time we have done a party piece—at Easter, the PCC AGM,
Harvest and the Langtree Team Rector’ s induction we have sung a variety
of appropriate anthems. And of course the Carol Service at St John’s at
Christmas was a wonderful occasion with parents and children singing in
the aisles—yes literally! And more standing at the back. The highlight
was children of all sizes sanding at the front singing Away in a Manger.

Back in September, with the help of the PCC and other generous
contributors, we were able to buy nine new choir robes and we plan to
buy some new men’ s surplices to replace the present rather battered ones.

If as amember of the congregation you would like to request a particular
hymn, please write down your choice, hand it to a choir member and
Julian will do his best to find an opportunity to work it into aservice. We
practice the hymns and psalms for the month ahead for approximately an
hour on the last Friday of the month at 6.30 in S Mary’s, where we have
apiano.

We would welcome more membersin every voice part. Each of usis out
of the village on various Sundays during the year and we want to build up
to a critical mass of singers to avoid gaps in the four parts! We are
grateful to the commitment of theregular choir members.

Adding children has proved a dow process. For thetime being we hope
to have the Caral Service volunteerswith usagain for the big festivals,

the next one being Maothering Sunday. It was good to welcome pupils
from Whitchurch Primary School to sing at the Family Service.

We owe a huge debt to Julian for inspiring us and for honing our skills; he
plays exuberantly, getting the best out of our two organs at St John’s and
St Mary's. They are both elderly but quality instruments, now being
shown off to advantage.

Tanya Hawmey & Kate Giles.



For all your travel needs—
leisure or business,
simple or complex

5, High Street, Pangbourne,
Reading RG8 7AE

Brooking Travel

Tel: 0118 984 4166 Fax: 0118 984 3393

Please submit all copy for the next month’s magazine by the
20th. 1 look forward to receiving your news, views, |etters, etc.
This magazine appears in the Church section on the village web
site, see: www.whitchurchonthames.com

Sue Matthews

BAYWEST ARBORISTS

Tree Surgeons
Joe and Andrew have over 10 years experience in the field of Tree
Surgery and guarantee a reliable, prompt and personal service,
tackling any aspect of tree and hedge work. Fully qualified and
insured.

Reducing and Reshaping

Felling

Dismantling

Hedge Reduction and Trimming
Free Quotations

Woodchips supplied

Tel: 0118 943 1731  Mobile: 07929 989319
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Ace Property

House Maintenance
Plumbing & Electrical Repairs
Carpentry & Glazing
Lock Fitting
Guttering & Small Roof Repairs

All Genera House Maintenance Repairs

Mobile: 077522 85222 Td: 0118 9710579
Web. http://aceproperty.2cuk.co.uk
Email PaulHMorris@onetel .net.uk

Proprietor
Paul H Morris New Hope Beenham RG7 5NN

Mot her s Uni on

Wi t church Branch as such cl osed down in
Novenber with the Thanksgi ving Service and Lunch
we arranged to mark this. The branch i s now
officially and happily joined with Rotherfield
Branch which nmeets on the third Tuesday of each
nmonth at 10.30a.m or 2.30p.m in the Peppard
Pari sh Room adj oi ni ng Peppard Church. This
nonth's neeting is, therefore, on Feb.18th., at
10.30a. m when someone from Yel dall Manor will
be speaki ng about the work of drug
rehabilitation there.

Qur Prayer Group will continue to neet on the
third Thursday each nonth at Abbots Lodge at
2.30p. m

Mary Kent
PIANO Rupert Landen
TUNING Furniture Restorer
Over 20 years 33 Grove Hill
experience Caversham
MARTIN RYLEY Reading RG4 8PN
0118 926 6464 (01491) 682396
Association of Blind Piano Tuners




Eastfiedld House
Eastfield Lane
Whitchurch on

Thames Y our local
registered rest home,
al single rooms, some
garden flats, very
reasonable terms.
Tel: 0118 984 2586

Abbott’s
Shoe Repairs and

Leather Goods

(Prop: Richard Deverill)
18 Reading Road
Pangbourne

(0118) 984 1155

Whitchurch Theatre Club
...takes you to plays and
concerts about once a month;
matinees & evenings, London
& provinces. If interested,
contact Mrs Diana Marriott,
23 Hillside, Hardwick Road
Whitchurch-on-Thames
RG8 7HL
Tel: 0118 984 4582

Holiday Flat
Cascais, Portugal
A pretty fishing port
and resort, 45 minutes
from Lisbon. 2 double
bedrooms, fully
equipped. Ring the
owners on 0118 984
2653 for more details

FEEEEEEEEEE NN EEE N FEEE R

GORING HEATH
PARISH HALL
(opposite St John’s Church,
Whitchurch Hill)

Great facilitiesin traditional
surroundings. ldeal for family
parties and socia gatherings
Pleasering
Caroline Brooks
07947 076290

FEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEAEEEENNENNNEENENERNEN

Chiltern Domestic
Appliances
Guaranteed repairs and
servicing for Hoo-
ver,Hotpoint, Zanussi, Ben-
dix, Indesit & all major
brands. Washing ma-
chines, tumble dryers
and dishwashers. Low call
out fee and prompt atten-
tion.

Tel: 01491 681526

17
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Christingle remembered

Candles glowing in a darkened church. Children’s eyes
sparkling with excitement and wonder. Familiar carols
taking us back to childhood days. And aretdling of the
well loved, and mysterious Christmas story.

Christingle, six o’ clock on Christmas Eve, is a special
time. A time out of the busy-ness of preparing for family
and friends. A time away from the material. A timeto
believe again and to unpack, for modern childrenin a
modern way, the timeless truth symbolised by orange,
ribbon, candle and sweets. To remember that Christmas s,
among all the other thingsit is, a celebration of the
coming of God to the world he made.

Geraldine Witcher

RG Bridgewater
Bespoke Picture Restorer and Framer

Established in the trade since 1956
(Apprenticed at Reading Fine Art Gallery, and with
Picture Crafts of London Street, Reading)

Oils and Pastels restored

Watercolours, Engravings and Prints de-foxed and
cleaned
Conservation Mounting and Framing and all aspects
of framing undertaken

2 Enterprise House, 41 Reading Road, RG8 7THY
Pangbourne (0118) 984 4622



Officers of the Parish

Officiating Priedt:
Reverend Father Peter Jefford
27 Ashlong Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 ONH

01865 760593
Churchwardens:
Alan Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close
0118 984 4489
Jo Adams, Windings, Goring Heath Road, Whitchurch Hill
0118 984 3362
Vergers:
St Mary's Eiluned Jones 984 483
St John's Pat Turner 984 4200
Honorary Secretary:
Wendy Ferguson, 21 Swanston Field.
0118 984 1262

Organist and Choirmaster:
Julian Oxley, Applecroft, Upper Basildon, RG8 8NT
01491 671415
Honorary Treasurer:
Robert Plumb, Uplands Cottage.
0118 984 4838
Assistant Treasurer:
Tony Voysey, Mow Cop, High Street.
0118 984 3946
Captain of the Bellringers:
Stephanie May, 0118 957 2596
Editor, Parish Magazine
Sue Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close
0118 984 4489 or email: suematt@waitrose.com

Team Rector:
Reverend Kevin Davies
The Rectory, Checkendon, RG8 0SR
01491 680252

\@
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February
2nd February, The presentation of Christ
in the Temple (Candlemas)

St John’s 8am. The Holy Communion
St Mary's 10am. Parish Communion

9th February, The Fourth Sunday befor e L ent
St May's 8am. The Holy Communion
St John’s 9.30am.  Parish Communion
St Mary's 6 p.m. Evening Prayers
16th February, The Third Sunday before L ent
St John’s 8am. The Holy Communion
St Mary's 10 am. Parish Communion
23rd February, The Second Sunday before L ent
St May's 8am. The Holy Communion
St John’s 10 am. Parish Communion
St Mary's 6 p.m. Evening Prayers

2nd March, The Sunday Next before Lent
St John’s 8am. The Holy Communion
St Mary's 10 am. Parish Communion

© ©
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