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Dear friends in Christ,

I can’t remember if it actually rained on St Swithun’s day (last Wednesday at the time of 
writing), but I hope not, because if it keeps on raining for the traditional 40 days at the 
same rate as today, it is soon going to be high time to start building a very large boat 
and getting the animals to line up in pairs!  So if you are having a “staycation” at home 
this year instead of going away, let’s hope for an improvement in the weather so that we 
can all enjoy it.

Paul and Geraldine Witcher have now been authorized to preach by the Bishop of Dorchester 
for a period of 3 years, so many congratulations from all of us to both of them, and thank you 
both for all you do for our parish.

The news about the swine flu pandemic seems to be mixed: there was a recent dramatic 
increase in the number of local deaths in just a few short days, but the powers that be are still 
making reassuring noises. The main recommended precautions are still to “Catch it, Bin it, Kill 
it” as the publicity campaign puts it, (which wheelie bin do the used tissues go in?) and if you 
have flu symptoms, to stay at home rather than going to the health centre, and get your “Flu 
Friend” to collect your medication for you. If you don’t already have a “Flu Friend” organized, 
that could be something to be thinking about quite soon: or rather, multiple Flu Friends (up to 
5 are recommended) in case one of them also falls ill. The church is one local organization 
which should be well placed to form a network of “Flu Friends” to help in case of need, and 
we will be discussing how best to tackle this at the next meeting of our PCC (Parochial 
Church Council.)

Our friend and colleague Nelva Moss from Woodcote is to retire at the end of August, and her 
successor, now appointed, is not due to arrive in the Team until some time in November, so 
please bear in mind that there is expected to be a vacancy at Woodcote in September and 
October, and the remaining ministers will be flitting about to provide cover until the new Team 
Vicar, whose name is Linda, is able to take up her appointment.

A new pattern of Sunday morning services for St Mary’s and St John’s will be introduced from 
the beginning of October, with the main morning service on the 1st 2nd and 3rd Sundays 
starting at 9.30 instead of 10 o’clock, and two All-Age Worship services at St John’s instead of 
one, starting at 11 am on the 2nd and 4th Sundays. More details in the next parish magazine.

Yours in Christ Jesus

,                                                                           



Editorial

Summer! As I write this the rain has stopped but earlier today it seemed the thunder clouds 
were sitting right on top of our house, as there was torrential rain and simultaneous lightning 
and thunderclaps. One thing we can be sure of in an English summer is that we won’t get 
what we expected – or even what we were told by the ‘experts.’ A bit like church really. Lots 
of people think they know what church is like, and what Christians are like. But when you get 
to know it, or them, it’s not at all what you expected. I’m a Christian and from where I stand it 
seems Christians are just like other people – different, interesting, trying to live out what they 
believe, sometimes successfully, sometimes spectacularly, sometimes not doing very well. 
But the one thing all Christians believe is that there is a God who is passionately involved in 
his creation, his world and his people. Make sure you read the article by Chris Steddon – I 
know what she says there is true – I was there. If you need God to work in your life, I know at
least one person who’d be only too pleased to pray with you.
As you will see from Peter’s letter, the pattern of church services is changing. It is an attempt 
to make church here in the village more accessible and user friendly for people who would not 
normally want to be in a traditional service. So, if that might be you, and you’d like to be able 
to ‘dip a toe in’ and see if the water might be warmer than you expected, come along to St 
John’s in Whitchurch Hill on the second or fourth Sundays of the month, starting in October, 
at 11 am. 
And on the subject of warm water – I hope wherever your toes meet water over the summer 
holidays – whether it’s the Mediterranean, the Thames (not a good idea) a swimming pool, 
the English Channel, or even a rain puddle, that it’s warm and fun and makes you want to 
dive right in and enjoy it. 
My quotations for this issue’s ‘little spaces’ range from the thought provoking to the downright 
silly – but hey – it’s summer! So take this magazine into a sunny spot, get an ice-cream, and 
enjoy  a bit of summer relaxation.

 Geraldine
__________________________________________________________________________  

"When summer opens, I see how fast it matures, and fear it will be short; 
but after the heats of  July and August, I am reconciled, like one who has 
had his swing, to the cool of autumn."Ralph Waldo Emerson



Rector’s Magazine Article for August 2009  

Where do Vicars come from?

For the last twelve months everyone in the Langtree Team Ministry has not been looking 
forward to the arrival of August 2009. For at the end of this month the Revd Nelva Moss, who 
has been 13 years in the Team, firstly as the Team Vicar for Ipsden and North Stoke, and 
latterly as the Team Vicar for Woodcote, finally hangs up her cassock, and retires. Nelva and 
Mike are moving to Sherborne in Dorset to begin the next chapter of their lives, and we in the 
Team, and especially in Woodcote, will be sorry to see them go.
However we do have a great opportunity to see them off in style, with a special Team service 
of worship at St Leonard’s, Woodcote, followed by lunch in the Village Hall, on Sunday 30th

August, at 10.30am. Everyone from all the Team churches is invited to come and say their 
farewells, and also to give thanks to God for Nelva’s faithful and friendly ministry among us. 
The whole Team has every reason to be grateful to Nelva, who has acted as deputy to three 
Team Rectors, and managed two rectorial interregna. So do please make a note of the date 
in your diaries, and come to show your appreciation for her many years of hard work on 
behalf of your communities.

A young person once asked me “where do Vicars come from, Mr Davies?” clearly expecting 
an answer akin to one given by a parent to a slightly different question; “why, from under the 
gooseberry bush, George.”
The answer is, however, that to get a Vicar (and a good one at that) takes more than good 
luck. The parish has to work with the Bishop and others to produce a lively and accurate 
description of who they are, and where they are, both as a church and the wider community. 
There has to be consideration of the remuneration on offer, both in terms of the standard of 
accommodation, and the work and commitment that will be expected. Support structures 
need to be clearly explained, and because no two clergy posts are exactly the same (every 
church is slightly different!) the church community needs to produce a clear statement of their 
priorities, and also the qualities that they would like to see in their new Vicar.

So a lot of planning and thought goes into the process before any advertisements are placed. 
(A generation ago most appointments in the Church of England were arranged via “a quiet 
word from the Bishop”, but today things are much more open, with advertising in the church 
press, and also on the internet.)
Applications are received in response to the advertisements, shortlists are drawn up, 
references collected, and candidates are invited for interviews, where there will be a tour of 
the parish(es), and informal opportunities to meet with church councillors, other local clergy, 
as well as formal interviews with the appointing panel. This panel usually involves the Bishop, 
representatives from the parish, and perhaps the “patron” or Rector of the parish or Team.

It is a prayerful process, because it is very important that God’s will is discerned, for 
candidates as well as for the parish.
Once the post has been offered, and accepted, there will usually be a period of 3-6 months 
when notice is worked out, and perhaps works undertaken on the church owned property 
before the new license-holder can move in. The new ministry will commence once the Bishop 
has held a “licensing service” in the parish, and given his legal authority for the new vicar to 
act as his officer.

It is very exciting time for both the parish church, and their new vicar, as they begin the 
journey of getting to know one another, and discerning together where God is leading them 
and what he is calling them to do.  For that is the truth of it; new Vicars are not found under 
bushes, they are called by God, and the process of appointing a new minister to a church is 
as much about discerning that shared calling as it is about conforming to the rigours of current 
employment legislation.

For the last ten months or so I have been working together with the Team Council, and the 
churchwardens and PCC of Woodcote to appoint a successor for Nelva, and we have been 
going through much of the process I have outlined above. I am delighted to inform you that 
the Revd Linda Smith was appointed to the post, and will be licensed by Rt Rev Colin 



Fletcher on Tuesday November 10th as Team Vicar in the Langtree Team Ministry, with 
special responsibility for Woodcote. Linda trained for ministry in the Oxford Diocese, and has 
spent the last six years as a parish priest serving three rural parishes in the Diocese of Truro. 
We are all looking forward to Linda’s arrival, and, as we say our fond farewells to Nelva and 
Mike, let us rejoice that God still calls individuals to serve him in his church, and to give up a 
chunk of their lives that our communities might be better places.

Your Rector Revd Kevin Davies

________________________________________________________

"If there were no tribulation, there would be no rest; 
if there were no winter, there would be no summer."

St. John Chrysostom



IF I CAN JUST TOUCH THE HEM OF HIS CLOAK…
Where to begin?  Here goes......
Those folk who know me, probably see me as someone who is fairly level headed, reluctant 
to show any deep personal emotion, quite a private person who takes most things life throws 
at me on the chin. And of course clergy wives are generally seen as there to help and support 
their husbands and other people, not actually needing to ask for that help themselves.
So, for someone in that position, it can come as  quite  a shock to realise that you do need 
help and support from people around you. But I count myself fortunate to have discovered folk 
in this village who care about me and recognise that I do sometimes need support from 
friends, just like everyone else.
Very few people in the parish were aware of quite how much pain and discomfort I have been 
living with on a daily basis, and have done for many years: however in the last few months 
things had reached a point where I was struggling to eat even one small meal per day without 
being ill. The daily pains in my liver and stomach had challenged even my relatively high pain 
threshold, so that my posture became quite contorted, leading to severe pain in my neck, 
back and right shoulder.
Personal prayer is quite a new experience for me; but most Saturday mornings I do spend a 
quiet few minutes with God, in St Marys, after opening the church building up for the day. Two 
weeks ago I took a couple of minutes to catch my breath after unlocking the church, and 
found myself asking that Whitchurch would see for itself what God can do when we let him.  
Be careful what you pray for! Batteries recharged, I went home to get on with my normal 
weekend routine but I was aware of feeling physically very drained.
My lovely husband has this habit of mentioning something over dinner and then waiting to see 
if I bite on the idea, but even I was a bit sideswiped by this one. Earlier in the same week 
Peter, having watched my health getting worse, had been telling me about a different 
approach to healing ministry, that was about taking the authority given by God and using it to 
speak directly to the source of a problem, just as Jesus did long ago. Whilst it all sounded 
very interesting and exciting I didn’t think much more about it at the time – I should have 
known better!
Through the course of Saturday I felt every ounce of energy draining out of me as I tried to 
control the pain in my body: even to stand still for a few minutes took all of my concentration, 
so when Peter asked me if I would read a lesson at the service on Sunday, morning, and if I 
would allow him to pray with me, I hesitated.  I only agreed because it was my favourite 
passage about the woman who had been ill for years, but believed she only had to touch the 
cloak Jesus wore and she would be healed.
So I walked over to the church on Sunday, feeling exhausted but wearing my best smile, so 
as not let everyone  see how I rotten was feeling .... well I was wrong about that one! It was 
hard to contain my emotions during the reading but nevertheless I felt that everyone was 
supporting me as I stepped down and returned to my usual seat.
Then, after a sermon about the healings of Jesus and the way he commanded his followers to 
carry on doing as he had done, Peter  asked me to come and sit in a chair while members of 
the congregation,  who had been invited beforehand, came up to join us.  Now remember the 
bit about being “reluctant to show any emotion, quite a private person” so I thought “Okay –
you’re the vicar’s wife, stop being so silly and give it a try, what have you got to lose?”
So I sat there surrounded by prayer, as Peter first invoked the Holy Spirit with a special 
prayer, then laid a hand with prayer,“in the name of Jesus”, first on my liver, then on my 
shoulder, then my back, then my head.
I did not expect the build-up of warmth and energy flowing round my head and shoulders and 
down through my body, with a special intensity round each part as it was being prayed for --
or the sheer concentration of spiritual support and love that was surrounding me, or the 
melting away of all tension and deep feeling of calm that remained as the prayers came to an 
end.
“How are you feeling now?” Peter asked. “Brilliant!” I said, smiling and tearful at the same 
time. “God is healing you.” Feeling somewhat light-headed I was glad of some help as 
Geraldine walked with me back to my seat, and as we sat down she said to me “He is the 
same God today”.



Since that Sunday, many people who were there, and others who heard about it afterwards, 
have been asking how I am. More than two weeks later, the answer is still “Brilliant!” After so 
many years of pain and discomfort it is very odd to  realise that those inward symptoms are 
no longer there, to be able to smile with a happiness that you have not felt in such a long 
time.  The absolute pleasure of being able to say “I feel wonderful” when someone innocently 
asks how you are feeling, knowing that every good day gives me an opportunity to appreciate 
what God has done for me.  Geraldine was right: what Jesus did then, he still does now. He is 
“the same, yesterday, and today, and for ever.”
When my work colleagues asked me what gave me the spring in my step after that weekend, 
all I could say is that some good people were kind enough to take part in some powerful 
prayers for me when I most needed them.
Don’t be like me and feel embarrassed about asking for God’s help, everyone can use a bit of 
help now and then. There is a small box at the back of the Church where you can leave a 
note of your personal prayer requests, and a prayer group that can take those requests and 
lay them before our loving and merciful God. Like me, you may be surprised at the difference 
it makes: prayer changes things!
Christine Steddon



Lions Presidents handover at BBQ                                             

At the end of June Goring, Woodcote & District Lions Club Sally Bergmann became Club 
President for the next twelve months. This was celebrated by the Club with a barbeque on the 
4th of July.

The photograph shows Chris Stevens as Past President handing over the chain of office to 
Sally in the informal setting of a barbeque attended by the Lions Club members and their 
partners. On becoming Lions Club President for the second time Sally stated “ I’m delighted 
to take on the role and am looking forward to working for the community and the Club. Our 
handover reflected the close association of the UK and USA on Independence Day which in 
turn reflects the origins of Lions International. Our objectives this year are to introduce our 
villages to a new Christmas float ! Also to focus more of our attention on Sonning Common as 
we welcome a new member joining us from that village. 

More than £10,000 in charitable funds were dispensed by the Lions during the past year of 
which £3,743.91 was for the local branch of Macmillan Cancer Care Nurses. Help was also 
provided locally for many others including special beds for Sue Ryder Hospice at Nettlebed, 
safety kit at Goring Sailing Club, washing machine in Woodcote for a needy family, tent for 
Goring Heath Beavers, donations to Langtree School, Scouts & Guides, Bishopswood Special 
School, Whitchurch Pre-School Group, Duchess of Kent House Hospital. 

Internationally the Club contributed £1,000 to build a house in Sri Lanka for victims of the 
Tsunami as part of the Reading Initiative Tsunami Appeal. They also funded a day out for 
visiting children from Chernobyl, supported Water Aid, education fees for a student in Malawi, 
youth and Eye Camps in Africa.
Additionally more than 2,000 pairs of unwanted spectacles were collected for across local 
South Oxfordshire village areas for recycling free to people with impaired vision in third world 
countries. 

Funds are also raised by this Lions Club using the “Great Weather Lottery” and “Cottage 
Cakes for Charity” which are sold throughout the year, especially on Sue Ryder sales days at 
Nettlebed.

Lions Club members are ordinary people who do amazing things. They are men and women 
who volunteer their time to humanitarian causes in their local and global communities. 
For more information please contact : Lion President Sally Bergmann tel: 0845 833 9837
or via email: info@lions-gwd.org.uk       Website: www.lions-gwd.org.uk



Langtree 7-11 Holiday Club

The theme for this year’s Holiday Club was “Journeys of Discovery”. The children found out 
about the travels of Moses during his escape from Egypt, the journeys of St Paul around the 
Mediterranean and those of St Columba to Iona. They also heard about medieval pilgrims and 
the significance of the scallop shell. On a modern theme they discovered the importance of 
journeys into space and the moon landings. We also discussed our journey through life and 
how it is rarely straight forward and more practically, the necessity of being aware of the 
‘Green Cross Code’. 
As part of the traditional ‘junk modelling’ we made a lunar buggy, a collage spaceman and 
some interesting ‘mosaics’.  The ever popular cooking produced bread, ‘Moses in a basket’ 
and edible pictures. As usual, the children enjoyed a wide variety of quizzes, games and 
sports and took part in the traditional presentation for their families on the Friday afternoon.
Thank you to everyone who came along, those who provided junk-modelling supplies and to 
all who came to the presentation.

Janet Casson, Sue Udell and the Holiday Club Team.  

Stoke Row Steam Rally – Cakes and Refreshments

Many thanks to everyone in the Team who made sandwiches and provided the cakes, bread, 
jams, chutneys etc which kept the stalls at the Rally supplied for the weekend.  Thanks also to 
everyone who staffed the stalls. People were appreciative of the home made items and, 
despite the adverse weather, a reasonable profit was made.
Thanks again, Janet, Heather, Sue and Rosemary

_______________________________________________________________

“Instead of looking at the fashions, walk out into the fields and look at 
the wildflowers. They never primp or shop, but have you ever seen colour 
and design quite like it? The ten best-dressed men and women in the 
country look shabby alongside them. If God gives such attention to the 
appearance of wildflowers don’t you think he’ll attend to you, take pride 
in you, do his best for you?”                  
                                                    Jesus Christ

                



Children’s Page 
It was a beautiful summer day down by the sea. 
There were children playing on the sand at the 
water’s edge. Their parents were sitting chatting 
and just enjoying the sunshine warm on their faces. 
On the lake the fishing boats were bobbing up and 
down gently and the fishermen were throwing their 
nets up into the air in big circles and letting them 
fall gently into the water without a single splash. 
Some of the boats were drawn up onto the stones 
of the shingly beach and the fishermen were sitting 

beside them with huge needles mending their nets. Just like your summer holiday. 

But then something happened. Jesus came walking onto the beach. He went up to 
Simon, who was sitting on a rock dipping his net into the water 
and shaking off the bits of seaweed and little stones caught in it, 
Jesus bent down and said something to Simon, who 
immediately dropped his net and went to his boat. Jesus 
stepped into it and held on as Simon pushed it out into the 
water. Jesus stood up and started talking. Everyone went 
quiet. Jesus told the best stories ever. It was magical – sun, sea 
and Jesus painting pictures   with his worlds of heaven and a 
wonderful world of love and peace and laughter. 
At last he stopped talking. People stood up, started chatting, wandered away. But 
Jesus turned to Simon again;

‘Thank you Simon. Now let’s go out into the deep water and catch some fish.’
‘But we’ve been fishing all night,’ Simon protested. ‘It was hard work and

we’ve got nothing to show from it. There are no fish…..But because you say so, I will 
go out and let down the nets.’

So Simon and his crew steered the boat into 
the deeper water. Nets spun out and sparkled 
where the sun caught the water drops on them, 
then hung for a moment in midair before sinking 
gently under the water. 

Suddenly the water frothed and boiled 
and sparkled with hundreds of jumping 
silver fish. White water, silver fishscales, men shouting, boat tipping, net 
breaking, more fish, more fish.

‘ Come and help us!’ Simon yelled, and the other 
boat rushed over to help load the slippery, 

wriggling fish. More and more fish poured out of the nets into the boats and the boats 
got lower and lower in the water.

Simon dropped to his knees in front of Jesus, right 
there amongst the slippery slimy fish.

‘Go away from me, Lord,’ he whispered. ‘ 
I am a sinful man. I don’t belong with someone like you.’

‘Don’t be afraid,’ Jesus told him. ‘ From now on you are gong to 
come with me and catch men, not fish.’
And when the boats arrived at the shore, Simon and his fisherman friends pulled 
them up safely out of the water, and left them there, with all the fish still inside, and 
went off with Jesus. 



It was a lovely summer day down by the sea. The waves lapped 
gently on the beach and children were playing in the shallows. 
People were barbecuing fish on the beach. Two boats were pulled 
high onto the beach, and Simon and his partners had left for a new 

adventure. Would fishing for men to join Jesus be as difficult as fishing for fish? Only 
time would tell. 



PURLEY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Late Summer Show
The Society, together with Purley W.I. will be holding this Show in Purley Memorial Hall, 
Glebe Road on Saturday, 5th September.  Schedules are available from the Trading Shed and 
we look forward to a good number of entries.  Sections A,B, C, D and E are open to amateurs 
resident in the areas covered by Purley Horticultural Society. Entry forms must be handed into 
the Trading Shed or to Mr. J. Armstrong, 169 Long Lane, Tilehurst by Wednesday, 2nd

September.  The Show opens to the public at 2.30 p.m. until 4 p.m. with presentation of 
trophies at 3.45 p.m.  Refreshments will be available.
Royal Horticultural Society
As an affiliated Society we hold a card that provides entry to the R.H.S. Gardens at Wisley, 
Rosemoor, Harlow Carr & Hyde Hall for one member and one guest.  If you require further 
information or would like the card, please contact Wendy Chapman on 9429067.
Trading
The Shed in the Memorial Hall car park is open from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. on Saturdays and 
Sundays until the end of October.  Membership of the Society is only £1.50 and garden 
supplies can be purchased at discounted prices.  If you have not renewed your membership 
we would be grateful if you could do so as soon as possible.
Secretary
The Society still requires a Secretary.  If anyone feels they can help us and would like more 
details, I would be grateful if they could ring me or Jimmy Armstrong on 9421645.
I hope you all have a lovely summer and plenty of success in your gardens.

Marion Dabbs
9422349

"He had been eight years upon a project for extracting sunbeams out of cucumbers, 
which were to be put into vials hermetically sealed, and let out to warm the air in 
raw, inclement summers."
                                               Jonathan Swift 

When gardeners garden, it is not just plants that grow,
but the gardeners themselves." Ken Druse



PARISH REGISTERS FOR JUNE/JULY
Wedding of Ruth O’Rourke to Michael Jones at St Mary’s Church on 13th June.

Funeral of Mr David Thompson at St John’s Church on 25th June.

Burial of Mr “Jimmy” Waller at St John’s Church on 13th July.

Interment of ashes of Gareth and Martin Taylor at St John’s on 24th July.

Baptism of Alex and Cameron Fraser at St John’s Church on 26th July.

Interment of Ashes of Bill and Kathy Hayes at St John’s Church on 31st July.

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY.

Thu Aug 6th Transfiguration
Sat Aug 15th Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Mon Aug 24th Bartholomew, Apostle
Sat Aug 29th Beheading of John The Baptist
Sun Aug 30th Team Service at Woodcote: Nelva’s Last Hurrah
Fri Sep 4th Birinus, Apostle of Wessex
Sat Sep 5th  at 1pm Wedding, Rachel Matthias and James Blacklock at St Mary’s
Sat Sep 5th Village Fete at Whitchurch on Thames Cricket Ground
Tue Sep 8th Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Mon Sep 14th Holy Cross Day
Mon Sep 21st Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist
Thu Sep 24th PCC meeting at 8pm tbc
Tue Sep 29th St Michael and All Angels

"There shall be eternal summer in the grateful heart."
                                                                       Celia Thaxter



READINGS FOR AUGUST/SEPTEMBER

2nd Aug,Trinity 8  8am Barbara H Rom 8.12-17
10am Paul W Ex 16.2-4,9-16

9th Aug, Trinity 9 10am Kate G   1 Ki 19.4-8: Eph 4.25-5.2
 6pm Tanya H   Job 39.1-40.4 Heb 12.1-7

16th Aug, Trinity 10 10am Peter H   Prov 9.1-6 Eph 5.15-20

23rd Aug, Trinity 11  8am Barbara H 1 Cor 15.1-11
10am Jonah ch 2 Rev ch 1
 6pm David L   Ex 4.27-5.1 Heb 13.16-21

30th Aug, Trinity 12 10.30am Team Service at Woodcote,

6th Sep, Trinity 138am Jackie K Gal 3.16-22
10am Anthea L Isa 35.4-7a

13th Sep, Trinity 14 10am Isa 50.4-9a Jas 3.1-12
 6pm Pam P Ex 18.13-26 Mt 7.1-14

20th Sep, Trinity 15 10am Tony V Jer 11.18-20 Jas 3.13-4.3,7-8a

27th Sep, Trinity 16  8am Jackie K Eph 3.13-end
10am Isa 48.12-end    Lk 11.37-end
 6pm Tony V Ex ch 24Mt 9.1-8

“There is far more to your life than the food you put in your stomach,
more to your outer appearance than the clothes you hang on your body. 
Look at the birds, free and unfettered, not tied down to a job description, 
careless in the care of God. And you count far more to him than birds. “

Jesus Christ



Toad Hall 10K Race - 28 th June 2009

The Toad Hall 10k Race took place on 28th June 2009 and we really couldn’t have been 
blessed with better weather. Maybe a little too hot for some of the runners but for the activities 
on the green, it was idyllic.

The race started on time at 10.30am and runners ran what can only be described as an 
incredibly beautiful, if a little tough, course through Hardwick Estate, Bottom Wood, Goring 
Heath and surrounding areas.

Runners came from as far a field as Holland (believe it or not!) with all levels of overall fitness. 
Our winner, Christopher Dettmar crossed the line in 36.33 minutes settin a course record that 
will need cooler weather to beat,  closely followed by Trevor Hunter in second place with a 
time of  37:50 and in third place Michael Hiscott  in 38:08.

Our first lady, Samantha Amend crossed the line in 41:21, putting her in the top 10 overall. All 
competitors completed the course after 1 hr and 32 minutes.

On completion of the race, the runners were welcomed by a lovely array of tea, cakes, 
Pimms, local real ale and tasty bacon butties! All of which , I hasten to add , ran out!!  After 
the punishing hills, many runners were grateful for the availability of a rub down from the 
sports massage team on hand. For the children, there were mini- races, face painting, hair 
braiding, tattoo’s and bracelet making.

A truly wonderful morning was had by all with the Toad Hall Team receiving lots of positive 
feedback about the organisation of the race.

Total funds raised for our local school - Whitchurch Primary and Pre-school Group are 
believed to b just over £6000.

Thanks must go to our sponsors - Warminghams and Richard Wilson Solicitors, both of 
Goring and The Henley Standard and Trail Junkies of Moulsford. Additionally much praise 
must go to all those that helped on the day , be it marshalling, helping out on the stalls or 
making a cake. The event would not have been such a success without the help of each and 
everyone of them so THANK YOU very much for your support.

We hope that you will all join us next year and even try your luck at Taming the Toad! 

Toad Hall 10K team



Officers of the Parish

Parish Priest: Reverend Dr Peter Steddon
St. Mary's House, Whitchurch on Thames

01189843435

Churchwardens: Peter Ferguson 
21, Swanston Field  9841262

Vergers:St Mary's    
            St John's      Pat Turner  9844200

Honorary Secretary: Anthea Laing,
Swanston West, High Street,
01189842466

              Organist and Choirmaster: Vacant

Honorary Treasurer: Robert Plumb,
Uplands Cottage.
01189844838

Assistant Treasurer: Tony Voysey,
Mow Cop, High Street.

01189843946

Parish Visitor:  Vacant

             Captain of the Bellringers: Stephanie May,
0118 957 2596

              Parish Magazine Editor: Geraldine Witcher                 
gelwitcher@waitrose.com           01189844959

Team Rector:
Reverend Kevin Davies

The Rectory, Checkendon, RGS OSR
01491 680252 www.langtree.org



SERVICES FOR AUGUST/SEPTEMBER

2nd Aug, 8th S after Trinity 8am Holy Communion at St John’s
10am Parish Communion at St            
Mary’s

9th Aug, 9th S after Trinity 10am Sung Eucharist at St John’s
 6pm Evening Prayer at St Mary’s

16th Aug, 10th S after Trinity 10am Sung Eucharist at St     Mary’s

23rd Aug, 11th S after Trinity 8am Holy Communion at St Mary’s
10am All Age Worship at St John’s
6pm Evening Prayer at St Mary’s

30th Aug, 12th S after Trinity 10.30am Team Service at Woodcote, Nelva’s 
Farewell

6th Sep, 13th S after Trinity 8am Holy Communion at St John’s
10am Parish Communion at St

Mary’s

13th Sep, 14th S after Trinity 10am Sung Eucharist at St John’s
 6pm Evening Prayer at St Mary’s

20th Sep, 15th S after Trinity 10am Sung Eucharist at St Mary’s

27th Sep, 16th S after Trinity  8am Holy Communion at St Mary’s
10am All Age Worship at St John’s
  6pm Evening Prayer at St Mary’s


