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Duck’s Ditty 
Wine Bar and Coffee Shop 
11 Reading Road, 
Pangbourne 

BATEMANS (OPTICIANS) LTD 
COMPLETE  PROFESSIONAL  EYECARE                     

21 Reading Road,  
    Pangbourne RG8 7LR 

    Tel: 0118 984 2428 

QUALITY Brick  
and Flintwork.  All types 

of building work 
undertaken.   

Please phone for friendly  
advice/estimate. 

Philip Wise 
0118 984 4318 

   CAPSTICK 
 FINE FURNITURE 

Pightle Croft 
Whitchurch Hill 
Tel: 01491 839895 
24 hr Answering Auto/

You can always tell a hand-made piece of fine 
quality fitted furniture! 
Ian Capstick will personally discuss, design 
and make those very special pieces you always 
promised yourself: 
 Your own fully fitted office study. 
 A unique, hand-crafted kitchen to your 
 design. 
 Beautiful bookcases, cupboards or 
wardrobes,  free-standing or to fit an alcove. 

‘Brambly Thatch’ 
A holiday cottage near 
Whitchurch Hill—so 
handy when family or 
friends from afar come 
to stay.  Call Kate or 

John Hatt on  
       (0118) 984 3121 
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A Letter for August 
 from the Reverend Father Peter Jefford 
Dear People of the Parish, 
 There is in the Psalms this single sentence which 
says a great deal about life on earth and it is this one from 
Psalm 104 verse 40. 
 When thou lettest thy breath go forth, they shall be 
made: And thou shalt renew the face of the earth. 
 We have certain needs in life and one of those needs 
is the need of “renewal”, of finding our way ahead, from 
time to time.  One of the most simple ways of doing this is 
by the thing we call recreation, of finding diversion in 
life’s simple pleasures. 
 We become recreated by an act of re-creation.  Of 
having the basic time out of our normal lives by being on 
holiday. 
 By just going away. For by having a break we find 
our re-creation.  
 And most of us find our recreation in creation itself, 
by going to a new and strange place on holiday and by just 
being there, with all the change that being away can bring! 
 So this next month of August is not just the time of 
the School Holidays, but of holidays per se.  So if you are 
going away do take the time to go into creation, to find 
both a rest as well as a re-creation. 
 Once our Lord cautioned his disciples with these 
words, that they should take a break from their lives of 
business and activity, with the words of this admonition.  
He said to his disciples: 
  Come away by yourselves to a lonely place and 
there rest awhile.  
 For by going away we can come home refreshed 
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Christian Crackers 
The rector announced: 
“After the blessing the bishop will leave and we shall sing ‘Now 
thank we all our God’” 

and charge up our batteries of vitality.  And we can find a 
new resolve and fresh hope for the days to come.  So I do 
hope that many of you will be able to find your own 
“lonely place and rest awhile”, especially if you are 
parents of children. 
 I know that in the past holidays meant a great deal 
to us as a family.  Even today I still find a very great joy in 
travel, as you may well be aware! 
 So do keep safe on your travels and when you are 
back then tell me all about it. 
 With my best wishes to you all, 
     Peter Jefford 

2nd Anniversary 
This month of August will see my second anniversary of 
being with you all, for it was just two years ago that I 
came across to be interviewed. To see if I might be able to 
help out.  And I began work on Sunday August 27th in the 
year 2000. 
The time has gone so very quickly and I thank all those 
who have helped me in my task.   
All those who help me still, by doing all the things that 
you do to serve Our Risen Lord in His Church.  
All those who have given me a Sunday breakfast now for 
two years. 
And all of whose doors I have knocked on in this time 
who have received me so very kindly. 
My thanks are to you all.          Peter Jefford 
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NOTICES FROM THE PARISH REGISTER 
Cremation 
On Tuesday, July 9th, at Reading Crematorium, 
Frederick Ivor Needham, aged 93 years, who died 
at the Battle Hospital on June 30th, formerly of 
Eastfield House. 
On Thursday July 11th, at Reading Crematorium, 
Lesley Martin, aged 86 years, of No 1d Manor 
Road. 
Burial of Ashes 
On July 2nd at St John’s, the ashes of Frances 
Margaret Grove, aged 53 years, of No 5 Butlers 
Pond, Whitchurch Hill, who died on 29th April 
2002. 
On 17th July at St John’s, the ashes of Laura 
Molly Briggs, aged 94 years, who died on 14th 
May 2002 at Summerfield Nursing Home, Kidmore 
Road, Caversham. 
Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord.  May light 
perpetual shine upon them.             

More misprints 
Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles, and other items to be 
recycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple children.  

All Churches Together—Holiday Club 2002 

All Churches Together - of which Whitchurch Parish is a 
member - are holding a holiday club for 5-11 year olds.  It 
will take place at Pangbourne Primary School each morning 
(9.30-12.30) from 5th-9th August. 

This year’s title is “Going Bananas” and is based on material 
produced by the Scripture Union. 
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Mother’s Union 
We all had a splendid afternoon in the Cotton’s lovely garden 
at Badgemore and a sumptuous tea for 28 members. I believe 
we all felt that the proposed merger of the two Branches was 
definitely the way forward as everyone mixed up well and we 
all enjoyed each others company on a beautiful afternoon in 
July. 
This month anyone who would like to meet together has been 
invited to an informal afternoon with tea at 12 Oakdene on 
Tuesday, August 20th, at 2.30p.m.  Please let Elizabeth 
Ricketts know if you intend coming.  
The Autumn Service for both Branches will be held at St. 
Nicolas Church at Rotherfield Greys on Tuesday, September 
17th, at 2.30p.m.  Anyone is very welcome. 
We hope our monthly Prayer Group can continue to meet in 
August and September but dates are uncertain due to 
holidays. 
Mary Kent 
See also page 10 
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Osteopath 

Cranial and Structural Osteopathy 
Whitchurch Hill 

Karen L Phillips, D.O. 
For appointments, call 0118 984 4202 

Boze Down Vineyard, Hardwick Road 
 
Award winning red and white wines made from grapes grown 

at Boze Down.  Free tastings every weekend,      
except January and February, when we are open by 

appointment only. 
Saturday 11– 6pm, Sunday noon—5pm 

Tel: 0118 984 4031 

WARMINGHAM 
  

ESTATE AGENTS AND VALUERS 
 

A long established independent family company , 
specialising in the sale and letting of village,  

country and riverside properties.  
Please feel free to contact us for an informal and  

confidential discussion regarding your personal requirements. 

 
 
 

4/5 High Street, Goring-on-Thames, Nr. Reading RG8 9AT 

Sales and Valuations          Lettings & Property Management 
Tel: 01491 874144         Tel: 01491 875011 
e-mail: sales@warmingham.com             e-mail: lettings@warmingham.com                                    

www.warmingham.com 
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Children’s Page 
 

Over the last few months on this page we have 
been thinking about our beautiful world. We 
thought about how God made it and we should 
care for it. We thought about David, the Bible 
times shepherd boy, who wrote songs about the 
beauty of the countryside. Jesus also loved the 
countryside and told lots of stories, or ‘parables’ 
about it. This is one: 

A farmer went out to sow his seed. (In those 
days he didn’t have machinery but would walk 
through his field with the seed in a basket, and 
scatter it by hand.) 

As he walked, some seed fell on the hard 
pathway.  

Some seed fell onto the rocky stony places 
round the edge of the field.  

Some fell amongst the weeds and bushes at the 
side of the field. 

But some fell on the good soil. This soil had 
been ploughed and cultivated. The weeds had 
been removed and it had been watered and 
raked to make it smooth and soft.  

What happened to the seed in these different 
places? 

On the path, the birds, which had been watching 
the farmer from a little way off, swooped down 
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and pecked the seed up. No chance for it to 
grow! 

On the rocky places the seeds began to grow, 
but there wasn’t any soil and there wasn’t any 
water and soon it withered and dried up. 

The seed among the weeds started to grow, but 
it was little and fragile and the weeds were 
strong, with twining tendrils and big thorns. The 
little seedlings didn’t get much chance there 
either.  

But the seed in the field, where the farmer was 
caring for it, watering it and keeping the birds 
away, that seed grew strong and tall. Soon there 
were waving golden ears of corn all over that 
field, each one with lots of grains in the ear, for 
grinding into flour to make bread or for planting 
again next year to grow more corn.  

Jesus’ disciples asked him what the story meant. 
Jesus explained it to them. If you want to find 
out what he told them, you can find it in the Bible 
–Mark 4: 10-20. I think it would be a good story 
to illustrate.  

Maybe you could draw a picture of it and send it 
to Sue to put in the magazine next time?  And 
don’t forget to look out for fields of golden corn 
in the countryside round here! 
 
Geraldine Witcher 
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Mary Sumner, Founder of the Mother’s Union, is 
remembered on 9th August 
Born Mary Heywood in 1828 near Manchester, Mary 
Sumner grew up in the beautiful surroundings of 
Hope End, in Herefordshire. The Christian 
atmosphere of her family home meant daily scripture 
and prayers formed the basis for her life in service to 
others.  
She met and fell in love with George Sumner, the 
youngest son of the bishop of Winchester when they 
met in Rome where she was completing her musical 
education and they married in July 1848.  
In 1876, when she became a grandmother, she 
decided that a new organisation was needed in the 
parish and the first branch of the Mothers’ Union was 
begun. She believed that motherhood involved more 
than providing for the physical needs of children. The 
primary responsibility of mothers was to raise their 
children in the love of God with their lives firmly 
rooted in prayer.  
A historic decision was made by Bishop Ernest 
Wilberforce of Newcastle in 1885 when he called on 
Mary to speak at the Portsmouth Church Congress. 
The meeting responded to her passion and conviction 
with a rousing ovation and so was born the diocesan 
organisation we know today.  

 Christian Crackers 
Said a little boy to his vicar: 
“I don’t pray every night because there are some nights when I 
don’t need anything.” 
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Tel: 0118 984 4166  Fax: 0118 984 3393 

Brooking Travel 

For all your travel needs—
leisure or business,  
simple or complex  

5, High Street, Pangbourne, 
Reading RG8 7AE 

Please submit all copy for the next month’s magazine by the 
20th.   I look forward to receiving your news, views, letters, etc. 
This magazine appears in the Church section on the village web 
site, see: www.whitchurchonthames.com   
Sue Matthews 

BAYWEST ARBORISTS 
Tree Surgeons 

Joe and Andrew have over 10 years experience in the field of Tree 
Surgery and guarantee a reliable, prompt and personal service, 
tackling any aspect of tree and hedge work.  Fully qualified and 
insured. 

• Reducing and Reshaping 
• Felling 
• Dismantling 
• Hedge Reduction and Trimming 
• Free Quotations 
• Woodchips supplied 

Tel: 0118 943 1731      Mobile: 07929 989319 
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Ace Property 
House Maintenance 

• Plumbing & Electrical Repairs 
• Carpentry & Glazing 
• Lock Fitting  
• Guttering & Small Roof Repairs 
• All General House Maintenance Repairs 

 

Mobile: 077522 85222  Tel: 0118 9710579 
Web.http://aceproperty.2cuk.co.uk 

Email PaulHMorris@onetel.net.uk 
Proprietor 

Paul H Morris New Hope Beenham RG7 5NN 

Rupert Landen 
Furniture Restorer 

33 Grove Hill 
Caversham 

Reading RG4 8PN 
(01491) 682396 

PIANO  
TUNING 

Over 20 years  
experience 

MARTIN RYLEY 
0118 926 6464 

Association of Blind Piano Tuners 

24th August is the day of Bartholomew the 
Apostle 
Patron Saint of Armenia, bookbinders, butchers, 
cobblers, Florentine cheese merchants, Florentine salt 
merchants, leather workers, nervous diseases, 
neurological diseases, plasterers, shoemakers, 
tanners, trappers, twitching, whiteners.  A close 
friend of St Philip he wrote a gospel, now lost.   
Flayed alive at Albanopolis, Armenia, his relics are at 
St Bartholomew-on-the-Tiber Church, Rome, and in 
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Abbott’s 
Shoe Repairs and 
Leather Goods 

(Prop: Richard Deverill) 
18 Reading Road 

Pangbourne 
          (0118) 984 1155 

 
Whitchurch Theatre Club 

...takes you to plays and    
concerts about once a month; 
matinees & evenings, London 

& provinces.  If interested, 
contact Mrs Diana Marriott, 
23 Hillside, Hardwick Road 

Whitchurch-on-Thames  
RG8 7HL 

Tel: 0118 984 4582 

Holiday Flat  
Cascais, Portugal 

A pretty fishing port 
and resort, 45 minutes 
from Lisbon.  2 double 

bedrooms, fully 
equipped.  Ring the 
owners on 0118 984 
2653 for more details 

Eastfield House 
Eastfield Lane 
Whitchurch on 

Thames Your local 
registered rest home, 

all single rooms, some 
garden flats, very    
reasonable terms. 

Tel: 0118 984 2586 

Chiltern Domestic 
Appliances 

Guaranteed repairs and 
servicing for Hoo-

ver,Hotpoint, Zanussi, Ben-
dix, Indesit & all major 
brands. Washing ma-

chines,    tumble dryers 
and dishwashers.  Low call 
out fee and prompt atten-

tion.     
Tel: 01491 681526 

GORING HEATH         
PARISH HALL 

(opposite St John’s Church, 
Whitchurch Hill) 

Great facilities in traditional 
surroundings.  Ideal for  family 

parties and social gatherings 
Please ring 

Caroline Brooks  
07947 076290   
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World premiere of major new work in village church! 
Mugging in church aisle! 
Priceless artwork discovered under church pews! 
What on earth is going on in Whitchurch?   
On Sunday June 30th at 4pm about fifty people gathered in 
St Mary's church for a family service at which all these 
newsworthy happenings occurred. If you want to find out 
more about what these headlines mean, ask one of the 
children who were there. In a short service in which the 
children played a very important part, we, children and 
adults alike, enjoyed worshipping God in song and prayer 
and drama, and finding out about his care for us and our 
responsibility of care for each other and the world.  
There will be another family service on September 29th, 
when the theme will be a harvest thanksgiving. If you 
want to be making the news, make sure you are there! For 
more details contact Paul and Geraldine on 9844959. 

 

RG Bridgewater 
Bespoke Picture Restorer and Framer 

Established in the trade since 1956 
(Apprenticed at Reading Fine Art Gallery, and with 

Picture Crafts of London Street, Reading) 

Oils and Pastels restored 
Watercolours, Engravings and Prints de-foxed and 

cleaned 
Conservation Mounting and Framing and all aspects 

of framing undertaken 

2 Enterprise House, 41 Reading Road, RG8 7HY 
Pangbourne (0118) 984 4622 
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Officers of the Parish 
 
Officiating Priest: 

Reverend Father Peter Jefford 
27 Ashlong Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 0NH 

01865 760593 

Churchwardens: 
Eiluned Jones, Wells House. 

0118 984 4839 
John Dolby, Highway Cottage. 

0118 984 2140 
Deputies: Alan Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close 

0118 984 4489 
Jo Adams, Windings,  Whitchurch Hill 

0118 984 3362 

Honorary Secretary: 
Wendy Ferguson, 21 Swanston Field.  0118 984 1262 

Organist and Choirmaster: 
Anne Bolam, 6 Hillview Close, Long Lane 

 0118 942 1020 

Honorary Treasurer: 
Robert Plumb, Uplands Cottage. 

0118 984 4838 

Assistant Treasurer: 
Fred Phillipson, 2 Duchess Close. 

0118 984 3181 

Captain of the Bellringers: 
Stephanie May, 0118 957 2596 

Editors, Parish Magazine 
 Sue & Alan Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close 
0118 984 4489 or email suematt@waitrose.com 

  

Officers of the Parish 
 
Officiating Priest: 

Reverend Father Peter Jefford 
27 Ashlong Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 0NH 

01865 760593 

Churchwardens: 
Alan Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close 

0118 984 4489 
Jo Adams, Windings, Whitchurch Hill 

0118 984 3362 
Vergers: 
 St Mary’s   Eiluned Jones 984 4839 
 St John’s   Pat Turner  984 4200 

 

Honorary Secretary: 
Wendy Ferguson, 21 Swanston Field.   

0118 984 1262 

Organist and Choirmaster: 
Julian Oxley  
01491 671415 

Honorary Treasurer: 
Robert Plumb, Uplands Cottage. 

0118 984 4838 

Assistant Treasurer: 
Tony Voysey, Mow Cop, High Street. 

0118 984 3946 

Captain of the Bellringers: 
Stephanie May, 0118 957 2596 

Editor, Parish Magazine 
 Sue Matthews, Ashdown, Duchess Close 

0118 984 4489 or email: suematt@waitrose.com 
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August 

Services for ….. 

4th August, 10th Sunday after Trinity 
 

 St John’s        8 a.m.          The Holy Communion 

 St Mary’s 10 a.m. Parish Communion  

 11th August, 11th Sunday after Trinity 

 St Mary’s 8 a.m. The Holy Communion 

 St John’s 10 a.m. Parish Communion 

 St Mary’s 6 p.m. Evensong 

18th August, 12th Sunday after Trinity 

 St John’s 8 a.m. The Holy Communion 

 St Mary’s 10 a.m. Parish Communion 

25th August, 13th Sunday after Trinity 

 St Mary’s 8 a.m. The Holy Communion 

 St John’s 10 a.m. Parish Communion 

 St Mary’s 6 p.m. Evensong 

1st September, 14th Sunday after Trinity 

 St John’s 8 a.m. The Holy Communion 

 St Mary’s 10 a.m. Parish Communion 


