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WHITCHURCH-ON-THAMES BULLETIN

www.whitchurchonthames.com

MAY  2008

Meeting of the Parish Council  on 12th May

Road and pavement surface

The parish council have reported their comprehensive list of problem road and 
pavement surfaces to Oxfordshire County Council and South Oxfordshire District 
Council.  Some of the work has already begun at Swanston field and Manor road. 
The list will continue to be reviewed at every meeting. 

Vehicle activated signs

The parish council have informed Oxfordshire County Council that they would like 
to pay for some vehicle activated signs to help to reduce speeding in the village. 
Before they are installed the county council will assess the most appropriate 
locations for them, in consultation with the parish council. 

Village plan 

The council discussed the village plan questionnaire that will be delivered to every 
house in July.  It urges all parishioners to complete the questionnaire to get the best 
representation of what people want in the village. 

Village hall

The parish council is still in discussion with South Oxfordshire District Council 
about the purchase of the village hall.  Another update will be provided in a future 
Bulletin edition. 

HGVs

The village has experienced problems with large lorries passing through and causing 
considerable congestion.  The parish council will request that another warning sign 
is positioned at Crays Pond to warn lorry drivers of restrictions in the village. 
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Annual assembly

The parish council would like to thank everyone who attended the annual assembly 
on the 8th April.  All the updates from organisations show such a large number of 
people are carrying out excellent work around the village.  There were a number of 
comments about speeding, everyone agreed that vehicle activated signs are a good 
idea. 

Police community support officers 

PCSO Mark Bell, PCSO Lynne Richards and WPC Barbara Taylor came to the 
annual assembly.  Mark Bell explained the role of the PCSO.  They are members of 
support staff employed, directed and managed by Thames Valley police.  They will 
work to complement and support regular police officers, providing a visible and 
accessible uniformed presence to improve the quality of life in the community and 
offer greater public reassurance.  PCSOs are not replacement police officers but are 
there to address some of the tasks that do not require the experience or powers held 
by police officers, which often take officers away from more appropriate duties. 

Mark Bell discussed plans for a PCSO ‘surgery’ in which people can drop in to 
discuss issues and obtain advice on police and community matters.  PCSOs are 
running an open surgery in Woodcote community centre on the first Thursday of 
every month between 2pm to 4pm.  You don’t need to book an appointment you can 
just turn up.  Plans are being finalised for a monthly surgery session at the 
Pangbourne Medical Practice.  More information will be placed on the village notice 
boards, website and in the next Bulletin.

If parishioners aren’t able to attend the surgeries they can arrange for a visit from a 
PCSO at their home.  If you would like to contact the local PCSO or police please 
use the numbers below: 

PCSO Mark Bell 07979 771158
PCSO Lynne Richards 07976 712068
WPC Barbara Taylor 0845 8455005

Criminal damage
The Henley Rural Neighbourhood Action Group are looking into criminal damage 
in the local area and would like to know of any criminal damage that has been 
reported in the last year that may not have been reported to the Police.  If anyone has 
any information on such incidents please contact the parish council at 
wotparishclerk@aol.com

Jo Wheeler – Parish Clerk
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Annual Assembly Chairman’s Report 8th April 2008

Traffic Calming

During the last year the Council has received countless complaints about the speed 
of traffic in the village. 
The Traffic Survey done last year by the OCC failed to demonstrate that over 40% 
of the vehicles were travelling at over 35mph. As this is the criterion for the OCC 
funding Permanent Devices warning vehicles of excess speeds, we do not qualify to 
have these funded for us. 
Other traffic calming measures such as build outs, speed bumps and speed cushions 
have already been rejected by the Village at the public meeting concerned with 
traffic calming several years ago. Safety cameras are only installed where accidents 
have occurred, not at sites where there is considered to be a risk of Accidents 
occurring.
The council has been advised by the OCC and informally by an independent Traffic 
Consultant that VAS (Vehicle Activated Signs) which are permanent devices to 
warn of excess speeds would be the best solution for the Village.
The council is in discussion with the OCC about this option and is planning to install 
these devices in the High street and in Hardwick road to slow traffic in both 
directions. The cost of these installations when attached to street lights is £2000 
each. Although this is a significant expense for the Council we feel that it is a matter 
of considerable importance to the village and should be done as soon as possible. 

Planning
The council has given its views about many planning applications during the last 
year and have once again been disappointed by the number of occasions that our 
objections have been overlooked by the SODC Planning Department and permission 
for the developments granted. This was despite Parish Councillors attending some of 
the planning meetings and strong neighbour objection to some of the developments. 
We do try to attend the planning meeting at SODC about controversial issues but 
due to work and other commitments there is not always a Councillor available to do 
this.

Licensing Ferry Boat
We have just been informed that the Ferry Boat have been granted a license to open 
late. There has a lot of objection from local residents to this application and the 
license granted is more restricted than what was actually applied for. Late opening 
permission has been granted on Fridays and Saturdays, until 1.30 am and on other 
week days until 12.30 am, with music (either un-amplified live music or recorded) 
until midnight. The outside seating areas are not to be used after 11.30 pm.
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Parish Plan
The PC has set up a sub-committee of the PC to research and write a Parish Plan. 
Many local villages have already done this and ours will build on the excellent 
Village Appraisal done by the Whitchurch Parish Council in 1982. 
The Parish Plan will be based on extensive consultation both in our village and from 
local organisations and will seek to find out how the Village would like to develop 
in the next few years. 
It will cover many areas of village life and will be an opportunity for Parishioners to 
have a say in what happens in the future. A comprehensive questionnaire will be 
delivered to every household in late June and I do hope that you will all give this 
your fullest attention and encourage everyone in your house hold, young and old, to 
do likewise.
Stephen Trinder who chairs the Steering Committee of the Parish Plan will provide 
more information about this later in the meeting. I would like to thank the Steering 
committee for the hard work they are putting in to prepare the parish plan. 

Roads Pavements and Footpaths in Whitchurch
As you will have noticed and as many people have commented to us the Roads 
Pavements and Footpaths are in a very poor state of repair in many areas of the 
Village. PC members have walked round the village to document all the problem 
areas and have contacted the OCC and SODC to ensure that something is done 
about them. We do not believe that piecemeal repairs of potholes in the roads and 
poor quality repairs to the pavements are adequate to maintain safe surfaces. We 
will keep this under review to try and ensure that the work is done in a reasonable 
time scale. 
New Keep Clear road markings have been painted at the High Street end of 
Hardwick Road. This has not been popular with all residents but was done as access 
to the road from the driveways was being impeded when cars were parked at this 
site.

SODC Purchases
The proposed purchase of the Village Hall, the two verges along Manor road and the 
Playground by the PC from SODC is still in the hands of the SODC solicitors. There 
have been considerable delays as the site of the Village Hall had never been 
registered with the Land Registry and part of the land had been inadvertently 
transferred to SOHA, the housing organisation some years ago. 
The SODC solicitors now have this in hand and the sale should be underway soon. 
We are renegotiating the price for a more nominal sum as there is some precedent 
for this in other Parishes and we need to conserve our resources to be spent on up-
grading or re-building the Hall after it is purchased. 
SODC insist on a right of pre-emption in all their land transfers so if the land is sold 
on by the purchasing Council the SODC can purchase it back for the original price. 
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This would effectively prevent us from selling the Site of the Village Hall for 
development to finance a Village Hall at another site. 

Bus 142
We have been assured that the 142 bus service, which is so well used by the Village, 
is to continue, but that there will be a change of franchise from Oxfordshire to 
Reading Buses. This change, due at the end of May could result in some slight time 
table alterations. Our OCC Councillor John Farrow will be able to provide more 
information about this in his report.

Playground 
Our Playground benefactor Mr Sam Josefovitz has very kindly donated another slide 
for the playground with safe surfacing under it. This has replaced the old one that 
had to be removed. We are very grateful to him for continuing to improve the 
playground for us. We have also been able to install two new bins and 2 new 
benches for picnics in the summer. 
Wothabs have planted more shrubs and trees in the playground to mask the back 
fence and we remain very grateful to them for their hard work too. 

Bulletin and Website
The bulletin continues to be edited on behalf of the Parish Council by Sarah 
Butterworth and we are all most grateful to her. We do not allow any advertising in 
the bulletin or the publishing of letters expressing the views of individuals rather 
than village organisations even if these views are about local matters. 
David Robinson very kindly runs the website on behalf of the Parish Council and 
welcomes photos and news items to keep this up to date.

Parish Council Meetings
Please attend our bi-monthly meetings on Mondays in the Village Hall meeting 
room at 8.00pm. Notices are put on the Parish Notice boards in the High street and 
outside the Village Hall to tell you when they are.
You can address the council in the public forum and after this you are very welcome 
to stay and listen to the rest of the meeting. If you cannot come to the meeting please 
ring any of us up, write to us, catch us in the street or email our clerk.

Finally I would like to thank my fellow councillors for all their hard work during the 
last year and to thank you all for supporting the PC by coming to this meeting.

Matilda Oppenheimer
Chairman



6

Report to the Annual Assembly from John Farrow, County Councillor

2007/08 has again been a very busy year, my primary work has been across two 
committees, the Community Safety Scrutiny Committee where I have been involved 
with the Police in monitoring their progress with Neighbouring Policing an area that 
primarily covers Street Policing, Anti Social Behaviour, Domestic Burglary, and 
Road Safety also with the Fire and Rescue Service who are now performing their 
duties within the top six Brigades in the Country and have recently been rated by the 
Audit Commission as “Excellent”, together with Standards, and Emergency 
Planning.  The other committee I am involved with is the Joint Health and Overview 
Scrutiny committee who monitor the activities of the Primary Care Trusts, Patient 
welfare and the Ambulance Service, again ensuring maximum patient care. 

Within the Council there has been major change in order to:

Deliver better public services:
In May 2005, we introduced objectives of Low Taxes, Real Choice and Value for 
Money.
Through excellent financial control we met our manifesto pledge of a 4% Council 
Tax rise two years early, this year it is set at 3.8%
For the second year in a row your rise in Council Tax has been the lowest of any 
shire county in the South East.
You are now receiving a more customer focused service from us than ever before.
We’re saving your money and cutting waste.
By centralising our support services we’re on track to make gross savings of £27 
million over the next eight years alone.

Standing up for a safe and thriving county
People know that the County Council stands up for them.
We’ve increased choice for parents by introducing 4 year old admissions to schools.
Good school results at Key Stage 3 bode well for school attainment in the future.
Road safety and speed reduction programmes are having an effect.
We have the highest public transport use of any county.
Our “chill out” funds are delivering projects for young people.
Fire deaths and casualties are down 25%.
You now have a single access point for social services.
We’re providing improved support for carers and we’re focused on the challenge of 
an elderly population.

Adapting to climate change
Helping reduce our carbon footprint doesn’t just serve one master — climate 
change.   It’s also a powerful incentive for cutting pollution and cutting waste.
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We’re working together across the county to deal with waste.
We’ve a commitment to reduce our carbon footprint by 18% in five years.
We stood up against government housing targets.
Two new recycling centres have been established.

Looking at local activities, this year we have been more fortunate, with the 
disruption of the railway bridge finalised and Christmas passing without any major 
events such as last years gas main problem, the only major project being the 
essential repairs and upgrading of the water bore holes at Gatehampton, I know 
there were a lot of concerns when this project was first announced; however I met 
with representatives of Thames Water on more that one occasion and I am please to 
say that they took on board the concerns expressed and are working to prevent any 
unnecessary inconvenience. Finally I am pleased to say that I have ensured that the 
local bus service remains; though the operator will change on 1st June to Reading 
Buses.

In all this year has been again very challenging with a lot of work behind the scenes 
to ensure satisfaction. 

J. Farrow
County Councillor

___________________________________________________________________

IT’S BACK

WHITCHURCH SOCIETY

The Garden Walks will be held this year on Sunday 15th June.   Please put 
this date in your diaries, further details will be sent nearer the time.

A great opportunity for a Village get together.

            ----------------------------------------------

WHITCHURCH MOBILE LIBRARY

Please note that the mobile library is changing its time, as from the 10th June.  It will 
now be in Manor Road from 9.30am until 10.10am. on alternate Tuesdays.

USE IT OR LOSE IT.
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The Village Plan

Village Plan Up-Date

Win £100 cash!!
 More about that at the end, but now that we have your attention….

June is an important month for the Village Plan, as our  Questionnaire will be 
delivered to every household .  This is your big chance to tell the Parish Council and 
SODC what you want (and don’t want) for Whitchurch.  So, for example, if you’d 
like to see speed bumps, new pavements or further housing in the village – or if you 
would strongly object to them – now’s the time to make your views known.

A representative of the Steering Committee will deliver the questionnaire to you on 
Saturday 14th June – there is one version for over 16s, and another for 8-16 year 
olds.  The representative will pick up your competed responses on Monday 30th

June.

Other villages that have formulated plans have had close to a 100 per cent response 
rate to their questionnaires, and we’d love to achieve the same.

Every effort has been made to keep it as simple as possible and it should take less 
than 15 minutes to fill in.  Your answers will provide us with a valuable source of 
information which will influence the Parish Council’s and SODC’s decisions about 
the future of Whitchurch.

The questionnaire is anonymous, and your answers will be treated in strict 
confidence.

If you could help with the distribution and collection of the questionnaires please 
contact Anna Szczeponek on 0118 984 1234.

We weren’t fibbing about the £100!  With the questionnaire will come an entry form 
for a prize draw, and one lucky over 16 will indeed win £100 cash.  The entry form 
will be kept separately from the questionnaire, to ensure the questionnaire is 
anonymous.

Stephen Trinder
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Art  and craft show
2008

15-16 November 2008
in

WHITCHURCH-ON-THAMES VILLAGE HALL

We’re delighted to announce the dates of this year’s Art & Craft Exhibition, which, 
as usual, will be the weekend after Remembrance Sunday. It may seem a long way 
off, but we know that many of you like to get started early.
The event is open to all past and present residents of Whitchurch and Goring 
Heath parishes. All pupils of Whitchurch Pre-School Group, Whitchurch Primary 
School and The Oratory Preparatory School are also eligible to enter, regardless of 
where they live.  We welcome all ranges of work – no one should feel daunted or 
shy if they feel their work isn’t ‘professional quality’.   We’re not the Royal 
Academy!     There are several classes, with something to suit everyone:

ADULTS
ART: a maximum of four pictures, framed or mounted.
PHOTOGRAPHY: a maximum of four photographs, which may include one series 
of photos, framed or mounted (a series should be mounted on heavy card no larger 
than A3).
CRAFT: no limit to the number of entries, though the organisers may use their 
discretion.

18 AND UNDER
ART AND CRAFT: four classes each, for ages 0-6, 7-10, 11-14 and 15-18.
PHOTOGRAPHY: a maximum of four photos, which may include one series of 
photos, framed or mounted (a series should be mounted on heavy card no larger 
than A3).

THE JOYCE VOYSEY PRIZE
This is an open class for all ages, centred around a theme. This year’s theme is 
‘Journey’.    The work may be art, craft or photography (or a combination!).   

FIRST-TIME ENTRANTS
There is an award for the best entry produced by an adult ‘first-timer’.   We’d 
particularly like to encourage new entrants, so be brave and have a go!

The timetable, rules and entry details will be published in the next edition of the 
Bulletin, and will be available on the WotArts website: www.wotarts.co.uk
You can also ring Kate Preston for further details, on 0118 984 4265
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Trip to La Bouille – 30th Anniversary

Over the early May bank holiday week-end, a group of 25 from Whitchurch and Goring Heath went 
over to La Bouille for a week-end of fine food and wine and an outing taking in two very different 
local places of interest.   As it is the 30th anniversary year of the Twinning, this was a particularly 
momentous trip.

Upon our arrival, early Saturday evening, we attended a reception at the Marie, given by the mayor 
of La Bouille and La Presidente of the La Bouille Twinning.   Speeches marking the 30th anniversary 
were given and gifts were exchanged.   The French gave us a painting of La Bouille which will be 
displayed in a suitable location for all to admire.   Our gift to the French was a clock with an 
inscription commemorating the 30th anniversary.  The French announced the launch of their 
Twinning website www.labouillejumelage.com, which is well worth a visit.   Following the reception, 
we sat down to a magnificent meal.

On Sunday we set off to visit two attractions in Normandy.   Our first stop was the chateau de 
Beaumesnil, a Louis XIII baroque style chateau built from 1633 to 1640.   The owners look after the 
place themselves and the lady of the house gave us a guided tour.   The chateau houses a number 
of ancient book bindings which are intricately decorated in gold.

We took a picnic in the magnificent grounds of the chateau and enjoyed the warm sunny weather that 
blessed the entire week-end.

Next stop on the itinerary was Haras du Pin in Orne which is one of the stud farms comprising the 
French National stud.   The stud was founded to provide horses for the many wars that France was 
involved in.   Now its purpose is to maintain the purity of the breeds.   There are only stallions at the 
stud, and mares visit to be artificially inseminated.   We were given a tour of the stables and were 
able to see the stallions up close.   They are kept inside apart from short periods of exercise, as they 
would fight if put together in a field.

The evening was spent dining with our host families.

On Monday morning we were free to wander around La Bouille – a relaxing respite from the hectic 
activities of the previous two days.   We were able to visit an exhibition of paintings by well-respected 
artists and the organiser explained about the exhibition and the paintings.

After lunch it was time to set off back to Whitchurch and to bid a fond farewell to our French friends.

To view photographs of the visit go to www.whitchurchtwinning.org.uk and for the French view of 
things go to www.labouillejumelage.com.

David Robinson
Chairman, Whitchurch and Goring Heath Twinning Association
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WoTHABS   (Whitchurch-on-Thames Habitat Study Group)

The Cowslip Day at Chalkhills on Sunday 4th May was enjoyed by a good number 
of visitors, from the village and further afield. The weather was rather cloudy but 
fortunately stayed dry and the visibility from the top of the hill was excellent. The 
tradition of bringing a picnic lunch is getting well established – who could ask for a 
better place to enjoy an al fresco meal?
The bluebells were flowering later this year and could be seen in the Skippetts 
wood; the cowslips and chalk milkwort carpeted the slopes of the Basin. More than 
30 children took up the ‘Fossils, Feathers and Feet’ challenge and got some very 
good scores. The tractor rides were a huge attraction, as always, and rather over-
shadowed the attraction of the charming and multi-coloured Shetland ewes and 
lambs in the valley field.  
As usual, Sandra had worked extremely hard preparing for the day – all the paths 
have to be cleared of fallen branches and nettles etc. and then way-marked clearly. 
All the members pitched in to help with the various tasks, as best we could – I shan’t 
forget in a hurry, the frustrating hour spent attempting to move the wayward 
Shetland sheep! 

We would like to thank everyone who helped, especially the team who manned the 
Entrance tent – without their contributions, it would be very hard to manage. Also 
many thanks of course to everyone who came along and made it all worthwhile.

At our last Committee meeting, we discussed our Future plans for the group. We
decided to focus on surveying some special habitats within the parish that have not 
been studied before or for some years. It is important to have baseline surveys which 
can be repeated in the future so that changes can be identified. If you are interested 
in helping with any of this surveying work, do get in touch with any of the members.

We also plan to run a ‘Wildlife Explorers’ session for children at some time in the 
summer at Chalkhills, so that they can have the opportunity to learn a bit more about 
their local environment in a fun way. Look out for publicity about this new initiative 
soon!

Maze Working parties will be held on the following Saturdays at 10am through the 
summer -  31st May, 5th July,  2nd Aug, 6th Sept, 4th Oct. Check on the Maze 
noticeboard for last minute changes. Your help would be very welcome indeed!!

Sally Woolhouse 984 4365
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Whitchurch Parochial Church Council - St Mary's & St John's

How the financial arrangements of the Whitchurch Churches work.

From time to time I am asked how the Church funds are organised particularly in 
the context of the maintenance of the churches and their surrounding buildings. I am 
reminded how, when I first became Treasurer 17 years ago, I found the Church's 
financial arrangements confusing.
The PCC's financial responsibilities are the maintenance of the churches and the 
costs of holding church services. We do not pay the salaries of the clergy that 
support our churches. That cost is absorbed in a Parish Share contribution that we 
make to the Oxford Diocese. It is interesting to note that 79% of the annual diocesan 
budget is spent on clerical pay, pensions and accommodation. (Although in our case 
their contribution is only in terms of accommodation as Peter Steddon, like the rest 
of the PCC is an unpaid volunteer).
It is also important to understand what the PCC is not responsible for.  The PCC 
cannot make any decisions on other church buildings such as the Old Rectory, 
Rectory Cottage or the stable block attached.  Similarly, as a Parochial Church 
Council, we have had no influence or financial responsibility for the building of the 
'new Rectory' (St Mary's House).
Approximately 60% of our income comes from the stewardship contributions we 
receive from parishioners. (This includes a 20% uplift that we get courtesy of Her 
Majesty's Inland Revenue).  25 % of our income is from the fees and collections we 
take at church services with the balance coming from donations, investment income 
and fund raising events.
In 2007 just over half of our costs (£17,780) was spent in our contribution to the 
Parish Share and a further 25% to the up keep of the churches (a relatively low 
maintenance year). The remaining costs include church services (organist fees 
mainly) and administration costs.
Whitchurch is fortunate in having received a number of donations and legacies in 
recent years which has enabled us to build up some reserves for the inevitable costs 
of major works to our churches. As ever though, we are very reliant on the generous 
contributions of our parishioners without whose help the upkeep of the churches 
would be impossible. The Friends of St John's have also contributed £2,500 directly 
in 2007 towards the upkeep of St John's.
If you would like to make a contribution to the church, Tony Voysey (9843946) our 
stewardship administrator would be very happy to hear from you.

Robert Plumb
Honorary Treasurer
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Following the success of the New Year’s day Walk, a mid summer one has 
been organised:-

King Charles Walk on Sunday 13 July 2008

King Charles is said to have played bowls at Collins End and the old pub (now a private house 
(Holly Copse)) used to bear an inscription above its fireplace to commemorate his visit (recorded 
as on 9 July 1648 – Google says this was a Thursday or less likely 19 July 1648 (a Sunday)).  
Note the final sentence in the last paragraph!

“Stop, traveller, stop: within this peaceful glade

His favourite game the Royal Martyr played;

Deprived of honours, children, freedom, rank,

                                                  Drank from the bowl, and bowled for what he drank;

Sought in a cheerful glass his cares to drown

                                                  And changed his guinea, e’re he lost his crown.” 

We will start our walk at the Maze (meet me at 11:00 a.m.) and proceed along Hardwick Road, up 
the short footpath below the site of what may have been a Roman fort, turn right and across the 
field toward Path Hill. Cross over with care to the steep footpath which rises up to the Baulk. 
Many years ago I complained about its use by horses so Lady Phoebe Rose divided it with a 
bridle path on the right and a protected footpath on the left (you will see the remnants of the stile 
at the bottom and some of the posts and the wire as you ascend).

As you approach the top the hedgerow on your left was where an IRA cache of arms was found. 
As you stop to look turn round and look towards the edge of the hill fort on the other side of Path 
Hill and see if you can locate its entrance revetment.

The Baulk (a private house) has been well renovated in recent years but we can still relate the 
story of the eloping pair who mistook its spires for those of a church and were ‘baulked’ in their 
attempt to marry.      

Go straight down the metalled road until you reach the side of Path Hill Farm, turn left and head 
past the first cottage on your right but turn right just before the second cottage. A narrow path 
(marked 1½ miles to Collins End) leads across a small copse to a stile, cross over and drop 
straight down into the charming dell below; then straight up to the fence above. There is footpath 
marker on the end fence post showing the path leading diagonally up to the edge of the wood to a 
stile. Cross over the stile to enter a field, follow the right hand hedge until you quickly meet 
another stile on your right, cross over and turn left following the hedge now on your immediate left 
to a gate. Go through, remembering to close the gate behind you. Turn right when you reach the 
lane in front of you and carry on until you pass another cottage on your right and the horse 
pastures open up in front of you. 

King Charles is said to have played in a meadow or orchard above the old inn (afterwards called 
the King’s Head) one area could be towards Rose Cottage where the Cherry trees abounded. So 
for this walk carry on down the lane between the horse fields until you reach a crossing of roads 
and paths. The Cherry orchard is over the road and on the left.

You now turn right at the crossing and follow the road towards two dwellings side by side, the one 
on your right is now Holly Copse but was the old ‘King’s Head‘ pub and on your left a charming 
old cottage. Your route (the bridleway to Mapledurham) drops down between the two buildings to 
the valley floor. When you reach the bottom you will see many paths, four of them are marked(!), 
take the left path to continue to Mapledurham. If, however, you wish to return on a shorter route 
you can take one of the two other footpaths on the other side of the clearing. The far left hand 
one will take you up to the kissing gate to enter the field above Mapledurham (Westfield Copse). 
The one almost immediately opposite is a permissive path leading to another at right angles, go 
up and then turn right and after a while you will meet another major path, turn left (you will see the 
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Bear Pit on your right) and drop down to Hardwick House, again turn right for your return home. 
The fourth path is on your right and again is a permissive path which will lead you back to a point 
below Collins End, turn left and head up to the path leading back to Path Hill Farm (right) or back 
down to Hardwick House (left).

The bridle path to Mapledurham leads along the valley floor to emerge onto a green trod by the 
side of the fields, it leads on to Bottom Farm (look out for the granary sitting on its staddlestones). 
This was once a thriving sheep farm but now is another devoted to horse pastures. The farm road 
leads to the Mapledurham road. Turn right and at the White House (also once a public house but 
closed by the local squire because they were playing bowls on a Good Friday!) turn right again 
and follow the bridle path back through Hardwick and past the Stud to return home.

I will provide a marked-up map on the day.

  Eric Hartley

Greenshoots Horticultural Centre

Manor Farm, Rotherfield Peppard, Henley on Thames RG9 5LB
Telephone: 01491 628933

Email greenshoots.peppard@btopenworld.com

Greenshoots is part of a registered charity, “The Ways and Means Trust” which 
helps adults with disabilities to improve their skills so they may gain employment.  

Our students are training to gain NVQ, BTEC and Skills for Working Life 
qualifications. 

We will be open on Saturdays during the spring on the 24th May, 31st May and 7th

June. 

Please come and support this local charity. 

Whitchurch Pre-School
Whitchurch Pre-school hosted a fabulous community event on Saturday May 10th.
The Pre-school joined forces with Whitchurch Cricket Club to host a fun cricket 
match for parents and villagers.  This special day also included a car boot sale, ice 
cream and cake stalls and barbeque.  As well as being great entertainment, lots of 
money was raised to provide more equipment for the Pre-school (final amounts have 
yet to be confirmed).

Emma Bacon
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Don Pasquale

sung in English

Hardwick House

Whitchurch-on-Thames

RG8 7RD

Saturday 19 July 2008 at 7.00pm

By Kind permission of Sir Julian Rose, Garden Opera Company is 
delighted to be performing in the stunning garden setting of Hardwick
House at Whitchurch on Thames.

The opera sparkles with wit and the most enchanting music and is well 
suited to Garden Opera’s company of talented young professionals. 
Whether an opera lover or absolute newcomer you’ll enjoy the 
entertaining, intimate and approachable style.

Why not make up a group of friends and bring a picnic to enjoy on the 
stunning lawns to the side of Hardwick House. Gardens open at 5pm. 
Seating is provided for the performance.

Tickets:  £27-. Numbers limited, pre-booking essential
Box Office: 0118 984 4959 / 2437
Tickets also available at Warmingham, 4 High Street, Goring

In the case of extremely inclement weather this performance may not 
take place. Please note all tickets are non-refundable

www.gardenopera.co.uk
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.                        South Chiltern                  Choral Society

Carmina Burana
and Gilbert & Sullivan Choruses 

Sunday July 6th 2008 at 8pm
The South Chiltern Choral Society is looking forward to their summer concert which features the raucous medieval romp, Carmina 
Burana.
After their sell-out Verdi concert in April left them floating in the air, this very colourful piece should bring them back to earth 
again!
Carmina Burana, written by Carl Orff in 1935 has many memorable melodies and the beginning of this work is constantly used to 
advertise practically anything and shows no sign of being forgotten! 
The film ‘The Omen’ and a certain ‘Old Spice’ advert both shown in the 1970’s used Carmina Burana as their unforgettable 
soundtracks. It is full of exciting rhythmic passages and to satisfy Orff’s writing we are having 7 percussionists and two pianists 
playing two pianos!
As well as our choir of 100+ we have a soprano and baritone to provide the dramatic solos.
To add to this summer evening’s entertainment the soloists and choir will be singing solos and choruses by Gilbert & Sullivan.

Let’s hope we’ll have some lovely English sunshine and be able to have picnics in the beautiful University grounds which will be 
open from 6.30pm.

Venue: The Great Hall, Reading University, off London Road, Reading

Tickets:  £12 Adults    £6 Under 18’s
From Choir Box Office   -    Judy Griffiths  0118 9345746  -  or choir members

Look on the choir website for information about the choir:
www.southchilternchoralsociety.org.uk

Emma Sieling   SCCS Publicity

WOODCOTE LIBRARY

More good news for those involved in research, homework questions or solving 
crosswords! The library service has subscribed to "Credo Reference", an online library 
offering access to 300 quality reference titles, including encyclopaedias, atlases and 
dictionaries. You can access Credo Reference via the County Council website  
(www.oxfordshire.gov.uk; then follow the library route to Reference online) at the library 
or from home. You will need your library card number and PIN number.
A lot of people use e-mail now who did not a few years ago, so please consider this 
mode of communication for your library requests.  You will receive notification of the 
arrival of your books far quicker than if we send you a second class letter and it saves 
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the library service money.  It just takes a moment to put your address on to your record, 
so if you would like to make the switch, let us know.
Saturday 7th June is Local History Day and there will be various events around the 
County.  We shall have details in due course.  At Woodcote we intend to display the 
photographs usually held at Oxford and also hope for some local input.   Have you some 
memories of life in Woodcote and the surrounding area?   It appears that the 1970s are 
now "history" - so please get thinking!   We will have a book on the counter to record 
contributions.

We shall be welcoming the  Brownies who are studying for their Reading Badges  and the 
students from Langtree School who are shadowing the Carnegie Award for children's 
writing.   It will be a busy month!

PANGBOURNE HERITAGE GROUP DIARY 
2008-2009 

11 June: An Evening in the Churchyard – a working group mapping and identifying 
gravestones. 
9 July: Members meeting- a follow up on progress from the working groups. 
August: date to be arranged – summer social.
10 September: Who lived in your House? An evening led by Bob Dearden on 
researching the history of properties in the village. All welcome. 
8  October: AGM 
12 November: Commemorating the 90th anniversary of the ending of the 1st World 
War. A talk led by those involved in researching the War Dead of Pangbourne. All 
welcome.  
December: date to be arranged- a members meeting followed by a social evening. 
14 January 2009: A report by Lyn Davies on the sale of the Breedon Estate. All 
welcome. 
Unless otherwise indicated, meetings are held in St James the Less church, starting 
at 7.30pm. We welcome all visitors and prospective members on any occasion, and 
if you would like further information, please contact Rosie Nurick on (0118) 
9842565.

                Whitchurch Hill Women’s Institute
We have a very interesting and varied programme for the coming year

We meet on the third Tuesday of the month at 10.15am in Goring Heath Parish Hall. 
If you would like to join us please contact Theresa Elsome on 0118 9842056.     
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NEW IDEA

It has been suggested that in every Bulletin there is a short piece about one 
of the Village Societies.  This would act as an introduction to new residents, 
and a reminder to existing residents of what they are missing!

NUMBER 3

Whitchurch Cricket Club plays social games every Saturday and 
Sunday during the season.   We also run an indoor nets programme 
for all ages at other times of the year, as well as junior coaching 
sessions at the ground in the Summer.  The ground is situated at the 
end of Eastfield Lane and we welcome new players of any ability. 

If you are interested in playing for us tel David Mattimoe on 0118 984 3347 
and if you are interested in the coaching sessions call Tim Close on 0118 984 
4491 or visit our website www.whitchurchcricket.co.uk

RUBBISH COLLECTION

May Bank holiday 26th May

Bins will be emptied on FRIDAY 30th   not on Thursday 29th

RECYCLING

Aluminium Foil Bottle tops & Foil
Cans - Clean & Crushed Primary School

Mobile Phones
Inkjet & Toner Cartridges tel 984 2828 Primrose Cottage
Stamps Help the Aged
Glass Bottles and Jars The Village Hall Car Park
Spectacles Boat House Surgery or
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                                                                                  Alison Michael
Cardboard, papers, plastics (not polystyrene),
 tins & cans  Green Box on dustbin day
Cans, bottles, books, clothes, 
magazines, shoes etc Savacentre Car Park

The Refuse Centre at Oakley Wood, Crowmarsh Gifford, has facilities for the 
disposal of: household items, metal, plastic, bottles, paper, batteries, engine oil and 
green waste.
Any queries call Public Amenities on tel:- 01491 823416

DIARY DATES

Contributions welcome for this column if anyone knows of a date that would be of 
interest to the village.

June
15th Whitchurch Society Garden Walks
July
6th   Carmina Burana   - South Chiltern Choral Society
7th   Parish Council Meeting
13th King Charles Walk
19th Don Pasquale
AUGUST
30TH SATURDAY.  Goring Heath Parish Charity Late summer Garden Show
Photographic subjects are:  ‘Blur & Green’, ‘Concentration’, ‘Best Friends’

THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE BULLETIN will be published in JULY 2008.
Please send your contributions preferably by e-mail to

Sarah.pongo@talktalk.net  by  10th JULY  2008

Views of individual contributors are the views of those contributors,
 and are not necessarily the views of the Parish Council, or the editor.


