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WHITCHURCH-ON-THAMES BULLETIN

www.whitchurchonthames.com

MARCH   2007

Meeting of the Parish Council
A meeting of the Parish Council was held on Monday the 5th of February at 
8.00 pm in the Village Hall.
In attendance were the Chairman Matilda Oppenheimer and Councillors 
Nigel Grove, Vincent Aldridge, Kate Thatcher, Harry Butterworth, and Nigel 
Cabeldu.
Also present were the Parish Clerk Andrea Gardner and the District 
Councillor Pearl Slatter.
There was one member of the public present.

Parish Clerk
Parish Clerk Email address: clerk@whitchurchonthames.com

Playground
SODC have awarded the Parish Council another grant (£6,093) to complete 
the improvements to the playground.  We are very grateful to SODC for this 
as it will enable us to replace the old tall slide that was taken down in the 
summer with a new slide on safe surfacing.  
We also have some picnic benches donated by Mr Sam Josefovitz which will
be put up at the same time.  Mr Sam has kindly donated a new bin for the 
Playground to help keep the area tidy.

Traffic calming
The Parish Council have been in contact with the OCC (Oxfordshire County 
Council) about speeding problems in the Village especially in the High Street 
and Hardwick Road.   We are waiting for them to complete speeding surveys 
in these two locations and also to investigate the possibility of a 20 mph limit 
around the school. 

Highways
The Parish Council has expressed their concern to the OCC highways 
department and the SODC about the safety of the flint retaining wall of 
Milverton Cottage garden in the narrow section of the road at the top of the 
High Street.   Several people in the village have reported movement of the 
wall and the new fencing.  This matter is being looked into by these 
organisations. 
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Annual Parish Assembly
The Annual Parish assembly will be held on Tuesday the 1st of May one 
month later than usual. 
The reason for this is that our Clerk is on Maternity leave but will back at 
work by then. 

Parish Council Elections
There will be elections for the Parish Council in early May.   We would like to 
encourage those of you who are interested in joining the Parish council to 
make contact with our Clerk in April. 

Planning
New Applications
PO7/E0150 Dingle Dell   Single Storey extension to rear. Raising of existing 
single storey roof (amendment to planning application       PO2/SO355)

                   NO OBJECTION
Decisions received

   PO6/E1270/LB Wellesley House   Replacement and improvement of 
existing roof and associated rain water goods.                               GRANTED

   PO6/E1169/LB Wellesley House   Re-instate first floor annexe into main 
accommodation of the house by creating an opening in an internal wall.

                        GRANTED
        PO6/E1206 Chiltern House   First floor extension to rear elevation. 
Extension to west elevation including provision of first floor accommodation 
with dormer window.                                                          GRANTED

Finances
The following cheques were agreed for payment.
Nova Press for bulletin costs
Information Commissioner for Data protection renewal
Allianz Cornhill Insurance PLC for playground insurance
SLCC membership subscription
Clerk for salary and allowances

Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Monday the 14th of May 
2007 in the Whitchurch Village Hall at 8.00pm.   An agenda and the dates of 
future meetings will be posted on the Parish Council Notice-board opposite 
the Greyhound before the next meeting.

Matilda Oppenheimer
Chairman of the Whitchurch on Thames Parish Council
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Since the last meeting 
The Parish Council were consulted by the OCC last year about problems with 
parked cars at the junction of the High Street and Eastfield Lane.  They initially 
intended to put a yellow box in the High Street outside the Grey hound. The Parish 
Council objected to this and was then contacted about a proposal to implement 
yellow lines. The Council discussed this proposal and suggested a more modified 
scheme. 
The OCC are now promoting a Traffic Regulation Order to restrict waiting (parking) 
in the High Street. The reason for this is that parking in this area is thought to 
restrict visibility, vehicle movement and to create a potential danger.
The OCC proposes that there should be “No waiting at any time” (which means 
double yellow lines) in the High Street located as follows:
West side:  From a point 11m North of a point in line with the southern side of 
Eastfield Lane (northern boundary wall of Prospect House), southwards for a 
distance of approximately 47m.
East side:  From a point in line with the southern side of Eastfield Lane (northern 
boundary wall of Prospect House) southwards for a distance of 36m.
A Public Notice about the proposals will appear in the local press and is on the 
Village Notice board. 
Any objections to this proposal can be sent in writing by the 30th March to:
The Director for Environment and Economy
Oxfordshire County Council
Milton Road, Drayton,
Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 4EZ
Or please make contact with a Parish Councillor.

Whitchurch and Goring Heath Twinning Association

French Visit to Whitchurch 19, 20 May

The people of La Bouille will be visiting us this year over the week-end of the 19th

and 20th May.  If you’d like to host one or more of the French people or you’d just 
like to take part in any of the activities that week-end, please contact David 
Robinson (984 4142, david@whitchurchtwinning.org.uk).

The Twinning AGM will take place at 8 p.m. on Friday 30th March at 20 Swanston 
Field. The formalities will be swiftly dealt with and the main topic for the evening 
will be to plan the forthcoming French visit.   All are most welcome to attend.

To find out more about the Twinning and to view the latest plans for the French 
visit, take a look at www.whitchurchtwinning.org.uk. 

David Robinson
Chairman, Twinning Association
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Guests to inspire budding authors and sporting stars!

February was an exciting month for Whitchurch Primary School with visits from two high 
profile guests from the fields of writing and sport.

At the start of the month, children’s author Jack Trelawny came to the school to read from 
his popular Kernowland books and talk about his work. His visit enthralled pupils with the 
delights of imaginative writing and story-telling.  

The children thoroughly enjoyed 
learning about the colourful 
characters and magical lands featured 
in his books. They were thrilled to 
hear how and where he does his 
research and also the way he uses 
everyday experiences in his writing. 

The school has been working hard on 
writing skills and Jack’s talk has already 
inspired some exciting compositions.  
Many of the children have also been 
busy reading his books. 

Writing will continue to be a major focus for the school.  We feel that one of the best ways 
to encourage our young writers and fuel their imagination is to give them face-to-face 
encounters with some of the country’s best creative talents.   Following the success of 
Jack’s visit we have planned for more literary guests to come to the school.

Our second very special visitor was former England Test cricketer Chris Lewis, which 
was a great surprise for the children.  
Chris came to the school to raise 
awareness of a new junior cricket 
course that he is running in 
conjunction with the Langtree 
Primary Partnership and Whitchurch 
Cricket Club.   Chris and Gerry 
Crawford, his coaching partner, 
answered questions from the 
children, spoke about the opportunity 
to play locally and provided 
information about the 
coaching programme, which is to be
held at Langtree School.   It was a
real privilege to have them spend
time with the boys and girls.

Jack Trelawny (pictured centre); a great inspiration for the 
children 

Excited fans pictured with Chris Lewis (left) and 
Gerry Crawford (right)
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In addition to Whitchurch Primary School, Chris and Gerry also visited other schools in 
the Langtree Primary Partnership - Woodcote, Goring, Checkendon, South Stoke, Stoke 
Row and Nettlebed primary schools and Langtree secondary school.  
Their visit follows the success of our Cricket for Children campaign, which was launched 
last summer with a charity cricket match between renowned celebrity cricket team 
Lashings World XI and our local cricket club, Whitchurch CC.   The event raised over 
£15,000 for the school and generated a great deal of enthusiasm for the game among the 
children.   
Grant Mottram, Headteacher, Whitchurch Primary School

SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL ANNUAL 
REPORT 2006 - 2007

We continue to fund 8 PCSO’s working with the police to help reduce crime.  We 
have invested a total capital budget of £1,379,000 towards CCTV cameras in 
Wallingford, Didcot, Henley-on-Thames and Thame.  It has been another busy year 
working on the Councils Performance Plan making sure that we have continued to 
improve services.

Over the last three years councils working with the Government have changed ways 
in which we work, there is far more emphasis on partnership working with other 
councils, police, business and the voluntary sector.

The Council webcasts planning, cabinet and council meetings and from April will 
also include scrutiny, audit and corporate governance and some high profile 
licensing committee meetings.  For further information visit 
www.southoxon.gov.uk/webcasts.  We have a very good web site 
www.southoxon.gov.uk and our newsletter ‘Outlook’ is very well read full of 
information. 

Recycling
With your help recycling has risen by more than 50%.  The introduction of the 
brown wheelie bin for garden waste has been a huge success with more than 9000 
bins being collected.  We cannot be complacent as there will be heavy fines if we do 
not reduce waste going to land fill.  We intend to make it easier for everyone to 
recycle and will be looking at different methods when our contract with Grundons is 
re-tendered.

Affordable Housing
We have put £1.4m towards affordable housing this year.  We have worked with 
Parish Councils to achieve some very good schemes such as Goring Heath.  
Properties are not all for rent but some have shared equity helping people to get onto 
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the property ladder.  We have reduced homelessness to single figures which not only 
helps people but reduces the council’s costs.

Crime
There is also a deployable camera for use in the villages which is a pilot scheme and 
has yet to be evaluated.

Leisure
As part of our commitment to improve sports centres we are investing £3,386,000 of 
which £2,807,000 is for the Henley-on-Thames Centre.  There has been a delay in 
the Henley scheme which has now started.  However the other sports centres are 
completed and are now high quality facilities.   As a result we have seen an increase 
in their usage.  We are able to afford this money by the community fund i.e. interest 
on the investment from sale of the council houses 10 years ago.

We have given capital money grants to villages and towns for their improvement 
scheme such as the play area and village halls.  There are council bursaries for 
young people to help with their sport, music or arts.  The young talent in our area is 
amazing and these bursaries give the young people a real boost some may even 
make the Olympics.
New is revenue grants to voluntary organisations as they told us they did not need 
capital but certainty of revenue for at least 3 years.

Environmental Health
Environmental Health has had a very busy year with the Licensing Act but we coped 
with all the applications and now look forward to the smoking ban in July.

During the year we joined the Benefit and Financial Services with the Vale of the 
White Horse Council.  A contract with Capita for the service has increased the 
quality plus saved the council £500,000.  We are discussing with Capita Customer 
Service improvements by introducing a Centre, already more than half the calls that 
are taken come through a Capita Customer Service Centre. 
Planning continues to improve, applications are turned around much quicker these 
days.  The government reward the council for reaching their targets which enables 
us to employ staff.  We are pleased to say we have been able to reduce the 
enforcement cases during the year and continue the good work.  
We have worked with officers to find 5% savings across the council without 
removing services.  This has enabled for the second year running to have no increase 
in your council tax for SODC services.  We could have reduced the tax this year by 
2.2% but then next year we would have had to increase as the government grants to 
councils are so unknown.
If you have any questions I would be pleased to answer.
Councillor Ann Ducker                                                                                   Councillor Pearl Slatter
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WHITCHURCH SOCIETY

AGM  
Date and speaker to be announced.

Litter Blitz  Saturday 21st April

Please spare an hour or two helping to keep our village tidy and free of litter. 
Meet at 11.0 am at The Greyhound.

Garden Walks  Sunday 10th June

The ever-popular Garden Walks has been planned to take place on the 
afternoon of Sunday 10th June. Matilda and Neil King have kindly agreed to 
host the tea party once again at the White House. They have also offered 
the use of their swimming pool and tennis court on the day.
At the time of going to print, however, only three households have definitely 
agreed to put their gardens on view. Many of our old favourites are unable to 
commit this year. If you have ever thought about putting your own garden on 
view, but not quite taken the plunge, we would be delighted to hear from 
you. We need at least eight gardens to visit for this event to take place.
Please ring 9842516 if you are interested.

The Whitchurch Documentary
A Sharp Learning Curve

With the coverage of the Christmas services “in the can”, the actual shooting of the 
documentary “Mr Toad’s Village” is very nearly complete. I have been able to start 
the post production and at the time of writing I have finished editing about fifteen 
minutes of the film. This represents about a third of the whole documentary.

The initial sequence was shown to a very appreciative audience at the recent 
meeting of The Whitchurch and Goring Heath History Society. I certainly benefited 
from the help and information provided by so many of the members. 

I am particularly grateful to Peter Hawley for guiding me to the first chapter of   
“Portrait of a Lady” by Henry James. Before this meeting I had no idea that this 
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famous author had visited Hardwick House let alone write a description of it in one 
of his novels!

This all underlines what a great learning experience the making of this documentary 
has been. I can safely say that I have learned more about Whitchurch and its history 
in the past year than in all the rest of the time I have been in the village. 

It is said that when the film producer/director Carl Forman approached Churchill 
about making “Young Winston the great man said: “Right when do we start?” Like 
most of us Churchill did not appreciate how long it takes to plan shoot and edit a 
film.

I am often reminded of this story when people ask me when “Mr Toad’s Village” 
will be completed. Whilst it is difficult to give an accurate answer to this knotty 
question I am aiming to have it ready by this autumn.

The aims of this documentary remain the same as they were when I started:

To provide past and present Whitchurch residents with a keepsake and record of the 
village.

To give future generations a slice of social history.

To raise funds for The Helen House children’s Hospice in Oxford.

It is my hope to show the documentary at a premiere evening in The Village Hall 
where dvds of it will be sold. All proceeds (after cost of dvds) from these sales will 
be given to The Helen House children’s Hospice in Oxford. Of course, I want 
people to buy the dvds primarily because they like the documentary not simply as an 
act of charity!

It would also be good to make a French language version for our friends at La 
Bouille. This would require someone who is completely bilingual to translate and 
narrate the accompanying dialogue. If anyone can help in this matter I would be 
extremely grateful.

Nick Brazil
The Garden Flat, The Mount, Hardwick Rd., Whitchurch
Tel: 01189841602 (24 hrs Callanswer)
e-mail: nicholasbrazil@btinternet.com
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Whitchurch & Goring Heath History Society

The Society held its Annual General Meeting on Thurs. Feb. 15th to receive the 
Chairman’s report on the year’s activities and the Treasurer’s report.
The Lady Chairman, Sue Matthews, reported a full program of activities and speakers, 
including a guided tour of the Oxford City towpaths, an old historic barn in process of 
restoration, a talk on the “River at War” by Bill King and “More Curiosities” by Alan 
Copeland, a very lively presenter.   We have also reprinted some of our publications and 
they are available by calling one of the numbers below.
There being no nominations for the Committee, the current members, being willing to 
stand were voted in ‘en bloc’.
After the AGM we had a very interesting illustrated talk on 
‘Railways & Holidays’ by Gordon Stephenson.  
The time span was from 1840 onwards.   He told us that the Duke of Wellington was 
against the expansion of the rail network as it would ‘give access to the countryside to the 
Lower Classes’.   I was reminded of the train journeys on the LNER from East Ham to 
Southend with my parents.   Although we used railways to get to resorts in Essex & 
Suffolk it was Lacey’s Coaches that carried us to the South Coast after WWII.

If you are interested in Local History, History or just nostalgia, come along to our 
meetings on the third Thursday of the month.
We meet in Whitchurch Village Hall or Goring Heath Parish Hall.
Check the gold poster for each venue or call Vicky Jordan on 984 3260, 
Sue Matthews 984 4489 or Tony Voysey 984 3946.
We have a full and interesting programme for 2007.

Tony Voysey

March and April meetings are at the Whitchurch Village Hall.   On Thursday 15th Pat 
Preece will speak about local field names and their meanings. On 
Thursday April 19th Betty Searby, author of "In For a Penny" will speak about life in South 
Oxfordshire just after the second World War.   In May we have an evening towpath walk 
in Oxford - ring the secretary or chairman for details of trains etc. 
We now have small stocks of all our books, which are available from the society or 
Woodcote Library, so if you have missed one, or need extra copies for friends, please let 
us know.   The titles are:-

“Footprints and Cyphers", articles by Robert Noble in the Bulletin with a good 
introduction by Peter Hawley; 
Four books by William Barefield-Hutt -First Memories,  -More Memories, -Memories of 
Whitchurch, Whitchurch Common, and -How They Said it Was; 
The Book of the Millennium Exhibition;
"Over the Hatchgate", an account of a WI session where elderly residents recounted 
their lives in Whitchurch Hill;
The Manor Houses of Whitchurch.  

Prices are from £1 to £7.95.Anyone is welcome to attend our meetings on payment of £1 
- so please come, and think about joining our friendly and enthusiastic group!
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BUS PASSES AND TRAVEL TOKENS

Free Bus Passes are available for anyone over the age of 60.  Anyone per 
the age of 70 can EITHER apply for a Bus pass OR can choose to receive 
Travel Tokens if they prefer.

Applications fro travel Tokens now have to be made directly to South 
Oxfordshire District Council.

I still have a supply of application forms for Bass passes and for Travel 
tokens – please phone me if you would like to receive a form or would like 
further information.

Alison Michael  -  984 5214

THE ALLOTMENT SOCIETY

We are looking forward to a new season of growing fruit and veg.

We do have the odd plot available for the very keen allotmenteer .... but 
they do require hard work!

Any enquiries please phone me.

Rosamund Heath
984 2358

THAMES VALE SINGERS

Schubert:   Mass in G
Tallis  :  If ye Love Me

Chilcott  :  Be Thou my Vision
Wesley  :  Lead me Lord

Vaughan Williams  :  O Taste and See
Jenkins  :  Adiemus

Handel  :  Zadok the Priest

at Friday 30th March  8pm:   St Catherine’s Church,Wittenham Avenue, off 
Warborough Avenue, Tilehurst

Saturday 31st March 8pm:    St Mary’s Church,St Mary’s Avenue, Purley-on-Thames
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Free entrance , with a retiring collection after each concert.

WoTHABS – Whitchurch on Thames Habitat Study Group

PONDS:           We’re now in the fourth year of our Garden Pond Monitoring 
project.  Recording forms have again been sent for pond owners to keep a simple 
record of wildlife seen in and near their ponds.    If you would like to participate, 
please contact WoTHABS (see below).   All the information you collect will be sent 
on to the Oxford Brookes-based action group, Pond Conservation       
(www.pondconservationl.org.uk, 
formerly www.brookes.ac.uk/pondaction).  

RECYCLING:   Thank you to all who are using the local collection point (the 
Primary School) for aluminium cans and foil.  There has been a good response, but 
there must be many who still don’t know about it, so please pass on the word.   
Remember, you need to save cans (squashed please) and aluminium foil in separate 
bags.   There are two separate bins for them at the school, and these are accessible 
during school hours.   Periodically, we take them to a Non-Ferrous Metal Merchants 
and Processors based in Nuneham Courtenay, near Oxford.    This keeps at least 
some of our waste out of land fill, helps reduce aluminium production and the 
generation of even more waste and pollution and earns money for the school.   A 
winner all the way.   On a point of information, if it won’t stay squashed, it’s not 
aluminium foil:  e.g. turn a crisp packet inside out and squash it, but it’s still not 
foil , but butter wrappers, e.g. Lurpack, are foil, although somewhat disguised 
because of their paper lining.     

THE SCHOOL:  Several WoTHabbers joined some of the children at Whitchurch 
Primary for RSPB’s Schools’ Birdwatch last month. The weather was good and 
among the birds seen were Great Tits, Blue Tits, Chaffinches, Dunnocks, 
Blackbirds, Robins, Blackcaps, Greenfinches, Fieldfares and Woodpigeons.    (Some 
of the money from the sale of aluminium for recycling has been spent on bird food, 
which is now put out regularly.   Perhaps the birds came to show their appreciation.)  
Now that spring is here, maintenance has been resumed on the wildlife corner, 
‘Sally’s Wood’.   Thanks especially to all the Close family who helped WotHabbers 
in a recent morning’s heavy work relaying and restoring the woodland paths, now 
freshly edged and woodchipped. 

THE MAZE:        It is still a bit wet to carry out any maintenance but regular 
working parties will resume soon so watch out for dates on the Maze noticeboard.

Gill Goodwin (9842934   gill_goodwin@yahoo.co.uk)
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WOODCOTE LIBRARY

 Easter closing is from Good Friday, April 6th to Easter Monday, April 9th

inclusive - note that this includes the Saturday.   Our collection of "Oxfordshire 
in Books" celebrates the thousand years of the county and is an interesting 
selection of books about or taking place in Oxfordshire, or by authors based 
here.   We shall have a further collection in July.

WHITCHURCH HILL CAMERA CLUB

Wednesday, 21st March sees more “Silhouettes”, this time in the third Slide 
competition which will be commented and judged by Chris Whiting from Reading.   
This is followed, on Thursday 22nd, by our regular Digital Group meeting.
Our meetings in March end on Wednesday 28th with an Evening of Digital Audio 
Visual sequences which will be presented by the acknowledged expert in this field, 
Ian Bateman FRPS DPAGB 

Our April programme continues to offer a good balance of meetings with all aspects 
of photography being covered.
Our first meeting, on the 4th April, features our annual Natural History competition 
when our prints and slides will be judged by Micki Aston LRPS CPAGB
On the 11th April, we have a presentation by one of our own Club members, Matt 
Whorlow, who will be showing a selection of his images taken during the last 
twelve months. The following evening (Thursday, 12th April) sees the regular 
monthly meeting of the Digital Group with tips and practical help on digital 
imaging. 

One week later (18th) sees the final round of our Print Competition which will be 
judged by Stan McCartin LRPS CPAGB making a very welcome return visit.

The month’s programme ends on the 25th April with an evening in the company of 
Vic Attfield  FRPS MPAGB with a presentation entitled “A view with some room.”

We meet every Wednesday evening at the Village Hall, Whitchurch-on-Thames 
starting at 8pm. If you own a camera and enjoy taking photographs, come along and 
see us.

Further information and a copy of our full Programme are available on our website: 
www.whitchurchhillcameraclub.co.uk or from Alan Copeland on (01491) 681471. 
Copies are also available at Pangbourne Library.
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GORING, WOODCOTE AND DISTRICT LIONS CLUB
The Lions Club are once again collecting unwanted spectacles which are then 
graded, cleaned and sent to Third World countries to help people with impaired 
sight.   If you have any spectacles or sunglasses that you no longer use and are 
willing to donate, please phone us so that we can arrange to collect them to pass on 
to the Lions Club.   All donations will be very gratefully received.

Bob and Alison Michael  -  984 5214

                

   
South Chiltern Choral Society
                

present their Spring Concert:

            
Three English Choral Masterpieces

Saturday March 31st 2007            
The Concert Hall (old Town 

Hall)
       7.30pm                                  Blagrave Street   Reading

                   Tickets are available now:
£12 and £6 for U18’s from Judy Griffiths  tel:  0118 9345746

SPRING
   GARDENING Show
GGoorr ii nngg HH eeaatthh PPaarr ii sshh HH aall ll
SSUUNNDDAAYY AAPPRRIILL 11SSTT 22000077

Exhibitors 8.30 ~10.15AM        PPUUBBLLIICC 22 ~~ 44PM

Refreshments             Raffle
Sale of seeds, vases, plants and books
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    Schedules From-:  Pat Turner 0118 984 4200        
   Theresa Elsome 0118 984 2056      Trish  Bland  0118 984 2908               

langtree sinfonia concert

Sunday 13th May 2007 at 7pm.

Dorchester Abbey, Dorchester-on-Thames, Oxon

Overture ‘The Ruins of Athens’           Beethoven
Trumpet Concerto        Hummel

Symphony No 3  ‘The Eroica’                Beethoven

Soloist Mark Kesel

Conductor Paul Cox

Adults £8.50 including programme.  Under 16’s £4.00.
Available at the door and at ‘Inspiration’ 1 The Arcade, Goring

Or tel:  0118 9415498
SURFER’S PARADISE
It seems that the internet often reaches the attention of the media for entirely negative 
reasons. This is usually because the authorities have uncovered a web based paedophile 
network or that a nasty virus has ripped through its cyberspace. 
This is a pity, because it obscures the fact that the internet contains many thousands of 
fascinating and informative web sites. So here, in no particular order are some interesting 
sites.

Slate (www.slate.com) is a daily web based magazine that was founded by the 
Washington Post Company as far back as 1996. It describes itself as “a general interest 
publication offering analysis and commentary about politics, news, and culture.” 

Although its content tends to be weighted towards the US, Slate has many articles that 
are of international interest. One of Slate’s many good features is the high quality of its 
photojournalism. Many thought provoking photo essays can be accessed by typing in 
photography against the search tab on the front page. Like many such online publications 
it also carries video clips of current or historical interest.

The nearest British equivalent to Slate is First Post (www.thefirstpost.co.uk.) which also 
deals with current affairs, politics and the arts. Whilst First Post’s pictorial content is not 
as rich as its American counterpart, the journalism is of the highest quality.  It also has a 
section called Soho that is a must for any film buff. On this page you can view not only 



15

trailers for current releases but also a selection of experimental shorts. These films are 
bizarre, quirky, often funny but never dull.

With their immediacy, free access and video content these cyber magazines are posing a 
significant threat to print media. What the future is for conventional newspapers and 
magazines when faced with such potent competition is anybody’s guess.

Has any one else found some interesting or useful sites they would like to share??  
The Web is so vast individuals can only tickle the edges, so let us share some of our 
favourite sites.  Ed.

Mrs Myrtle Osorio

The death occurred on 24th February of Myrtle Osorio.  

I believe  she came to Whitchurch about the same time as we did, 1966.  I gathered 
she had lived in a much bigger property on Pangbourne Hill.   Many people are still 
living around who knew her in her Pangbourne days.   My first acquaintance was 
through the WI.  I remember she was a good member, always ready to contribute 
and take part.   I did not really get to know her, in the true sense until my husband 
died in 1992, when she was so kind and helpful and invited me to meals, and helped 
me to start to play Bridge.  We shared a love of flowers and gardens and I remember 
her house was always full of flowers.   She had a vast number of friends having 
lived in Pangbourne all her married life.  I learned that she had gone to the L.S.E. 
and become a social worker and I believe that she kept the highest ideals of that 
calling all her life.  Although she was of the Jewish faith she was very ecumenical in 
her outlook, and took an interest in our village Church and indeed came to many of 
our services.  Even though she suffered greatly in her last years, if you asked her 
how she was the reply was always the same “Oh I’m fine!”   She really was a warm, 
kindly friend to all who knew her.

Anne Bryant

RECYCLING
Aluminium Foil Bottle tops & Foil

Cans - Clean & Crushed Primary School
Mobile Phones
Inkjet & Toner Cartridges tel 984 2828 Primrose Cottage
Stamps Help the Aged
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Glass Bottles and Jars The Village Hall Car park
Spectacles Boat House Surgery or
                                                                                  Alison Michael
Papers, Plastic  Green Box Dustbin Day
Cans, bottles, books, clothes, 
magazines, shoes etc Savacentre Car Park

The Refuse Centre at Oakley Wood, Crowmarsh Gifford, has facilities for the 
disposal of: household items, metal, plastic, bottles, paper, batteries, and green 
waste.
Any queries call Public Amenities on tel:- 01491 823416

DIARY DATES

Contributions welcome for this column if anyone knows of a date that would be of 
interest to the village.

MARCH
30th  Twinning AGM
30th  Thames Vale Singers          8.00pm   St Catherine’s Church, Tilehurst
31st  Thames Vale Singers          8.00pm   St Mary’s, Purley
31st  SCCS  Spring Concert        7.30pm  The Concert Hall, Reading

APRIL
21st  Saturday     Litter Blitz start at Greyhound at 11am

MAY
14th  Mon     Parish Council Meeting
19 & 20th     Twinning visit from La Bouille

JUNE
10th Sunday     Garden Walks

BANK HOLIDAY DUSTBIN COLLECTION DATES.

Bins emptied usually on Thursday 12 April  will be collected on Friday 13th April
Bins emptied on Thursday 10th May  will be emptied on Friday 11th May
Bins emptied on Thursday 31st May will be emptied on Friday 31st June
Bins emptied on Thursday 30th August will be emptied on Friday 31st August.
Collections on 27th December and 3rd January 2008 will as normal

THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE BULLETIN will be published in MAY 2007.
Please send your contributions preferably by e-mail to

Sarah.pongo@talktalk.net  by the17th MAY 2007

Views of individual contributors are the views of those contributors,
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 and are not necessarily the views of the Parish Council, or the editor.


