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WHITCHURCH-ON-THAMES BULLETIN 
www.whitchurchonthames.com 

 
MARCH  2005 

 
 
Meeting of the Parish Council 
 
A meeting of the Parish Council was held on Monday the 7th March 2005 at 8.00 pm in 
the Village Hall. 
In attendance were the Chairman Matilda Oppenheimer and Councillors Harry 
Butterworth, Vincent Aldridge, Kate Thatcher, Nigel Grove, Elizabeth Robinson and 
Geoff Weir. 
Also present were the Parish Clerk Janet Holmes, County Councillor John Farrow and 
one member of the Public. 
 
Annual Assembly 
The Annual Parish Assembly will be held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm for 8.00pm on 
Tuesday the 12th April. We will follow the usual format of welcoming you with a cup 
of tea or coffee and ending the evening with a glass of wine.  
Representatives from many of the Village Organisations will address the Village for a 
maximum of 3 minutes. We would be grateful if we could have your address in writing 
as well. Please pick out a few high lights from the year that will be of general interest 
rather than a comprehensive review of everything that has happened as there are many 
people who wish to speak and time is limited!  
There will be an opportunity for questions at the end of the meeting. 
 
Planning 
New Applications 
PO5/E0211/EO213/cot Prospect House, High Street  APPROVED 
Decisions 
No new decisions have been received.  
 
“Muddy Lane” 
Various views have been expressed to the Parish Council and in the Bulletin about 
renaming Muddy lane. The Parish Council, after further discussion, are of the opinion 
that the name has been around for so long now that although the path is no longer 
muddy the name has stuck and there is little purpose in formally changing it. 
 
The Slipway 
Problems have been experienced by boat owners trying to launch their boats from the 
slipway by the toll bridge. Cars have been parked in this area preventing access to the 
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river. The Parish Council will be putting up a notice to discourage this and would be 
grateful if cars were not parked here in the future. 
 
Parish Clerk 
The Parish Clerk has a new Email address: clerk@whitchurchonthames.com 
 
Traffic Calming 
The SIDS machine, which monitors and advises drivers of their vehicle’s speed, has 
been sited in the Village on two occasions. This will return to Whitchurch in the future 
when it is available.  
 
Flooding Prevention 
The County Councillor has advised the Parish Council that the Drainage Culvert in 
Eastfield Lane will be cleared of silt and has assured us that funding is available for this 
purpose. The delay has been due to difficulties sorting out exactly how this work should 
be undertaken. 
 
Finances 
The following cheques were agreed for payment. 
To the Clerk for salary, pension, stationary and expenses, to Ridgeway Press for the 
Bulletin, to HLB AV Audit, for safety signs for the Playground, to the Information 
commissioner and to Sarah Butterworth for expenses.  
 
Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Monday the 9th May 2005 in the 
Whitchurch Village Hall at 8.00pm. An agenda and the dates of future meetings will be 
posted on the Parish Council Notice-board opposite the Greyhound before the next 
meeting. 

       
       Matilda Oppenheimer 

        Chairman 
 
 
From Your District Councillors 

 
YEAR REPORT 2004/05 

 
We were delighted to be graded as a “Good” Council following the Comprehensive 
Performance assessment;  an inspection of the Council’s work by the Audit Commission.  
 
Achievements are CCTV cameras in Henley and Wallingford which are already helping the 
Police to identify those causing a nuisance.  Didcot will have CCTV cameras shortly followed 
by Thame.  We are looking at mobile cameras for our rural areas.  
 



 3 

We have committed £100,000 towards the Police Community Support Officers who are 
already on the streets in areas identified as HOT spots.  We are very committed to working 
with others to reduce the fear of crime and make South Oxfordshire a safe place to live and 
visit. 
 
Affordable Housing – we have agreed £1m every year of our capital resources for three 
years to help provide more houses.  Since the Government changed the national funding it 
has reduced the number of houses being provided.  We do have a problem with landowners 
releasing land for schemes.  Working with the parish council  for houses on exception sites 
continues to add affordable houses to our villages.  
 
We have reduced the numbers of homeless people in bed and breakfast which is better for 
the families concerned and has reduced the cost to the Council.  
 
Planning – the Local Plan works to achieve more affordable houses in private developments.  
Our improvements in the planning department achieving government targets means we have 
received £511,790 extra money.  This money is being used to continue efficiencies.  
 
The South East Plan, which has been drawn up by the South East Regional Assembly to 
replace the Oxfordshire Structure Plan has, and is, causing great interest.  The large number 
of houses being imposed on us without the money for all the infrastructure needed, plus 
building on the Green Belt.   The south of the district is in fear of Reading expanding, the 
north Oxford City expanding and Didcot growing.  We are doing all we can as a Council to 
give the views of the majority of residents. 
 
Collection of Waste and Recycling – we, as a Council, have a high government target of 
29%, but as a Council have a good record, collecting at present 24%.  We continued the 
community vehicles for green waste and general rubbish because we were told that is what 
the villages and towns wanted.  The collection of green waste on the kerbside is very 
expensive and we are not convinced it is the best way to do it.  We must stop using landfill 
sites for green waste and rubbish so please help us by recycling, composting and using the 
community sites.  We spent this year £20,000 capital plus £50,000 for education and 
staffing.  New underground bottle banks will be introduced on six sites round the district 
these will reduce noise and hopefully help to increase our targets.   
 
Didcot – we have achieved the opening of the Sainsbury’s store at the Orchard Centre.  We 
are on track for the new cinema and the arts centre for which we are financially responsible.  
We had to change the art centre as it would have gone well over budget to build and the 
predicted revenue costs were far greater than we could agree.  This is the largest project this 
Council has ever done and one we are proud of and will be a great asset for everyone in 
South Oxfordshire.  Didcot has been recognised as a growth area for some y ears and needs 
these facilities. 
 
The new Waitrose in Wallingford has been supported by this Council and we have worked 
with everyone to achieve as little disruption as possible during the building of the store and 
we look forward to the opening. 
  
Economic development is important to the wellbeing of the district and we work with local 
businesses and organisations to encourage tourists and events by the way of grant aid.  
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Recreation – we have continued to improve our leisure centres by agreeing capital 
expenditure as they had been neglected for some years.  Working with Wallingford town 
council by sharing the costs, we have been able to achieve keeping the open air pool open 
with improvements.  We have negotiated improved contracts with SOLL who run our cen tres 
which means a reduction in revenue costs to the Council.  
 
Flooding had been a problem in certain areas and we put £50,000 of capital money for 
schemes to alleviate the problem and £20,000 revenue funding towards improved response 
to flooding problems. 
 
The environment is of great importance and we grant aid schemes to help improve the area 
such as tree planting schemes and historic buildings. 
 
We have a very good record for catching residents who make fraudulent claims against the 
Council, especially when we take them to court and win prosecutions – we are tough on this 
crime. 
 
The new Licensing Act has created a lot of extra work but to date we have had no requests 
for 24 hour openings or a casino!!  Not only officers, but councillors have been trained  to 
enable the process of licences. 
 
Financially this Council is in very good shape, by continually examining expenditure and 
schemes, we have been able to have only a 2.5% increase in Council Tax, one of the lowest 
in the country. 
 
We are working towards a Council of Excellence which should mean having freedom to do 
what you want not have targets being set by the government.  

Pearl Slatter and Anne Ducker 
 
 

Following the Recycling Story… 
 
In Oxfordshire, residents throw out over 300,000 tonnes of rubbish every year, a 
massive 470kg for every person! 
 
In South Oxfordshire we currently recycle only 25% of our rubbish, the rest is 
buried in large landfill sites, which have devastating effects on our environment. 
As the rubbish rots in the landfill, it produces harmful gases (which contribute to 
global warming) and toxic liquids called leachates, which can have disastrous 
affects on habitats and wildlife if it reaches waterways.  
 
But also by burying our rubbish we are wasting our limited natural resources, if 
we recycle as much as we can, it will mean fewer resources are used and less 
waste will be buried as landfill.  
 
In South Oxfordshire, the Council provide a kerbside recycling scheme for the 
collection of paper, plastics, cardboard, tins and cans. Recyclables in the green 
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boxes are collected weekly (by a separate vehicle to the refuse), to be sorted 
and recycled. 
 
So what happens to the recyclable materials after they are collected 
from the kerbside…? 
 
Once a recycling vehicle is full of materials from the green boxes, the load is 
dropped at a bulking depot in Ewelme. All the materials for recycling are packed 
into a larger vehicle before being taken away to be sorted.  
The materials are bulked up because it saves energy and pollution. The bulking 
process means fewer vehicles and fewer journeys to the next stage of the 
process, at the materials recovery facility, which is where the materials are 
separated and sorted. 
The Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) can separate paper, cardboard, plastic, 
tins and cans by using a series of conveyors, a trommel (similar to a large 
rotating drum), magnets and eddy current. The MRF can sort around 50,000 
tonnes of rubbish every year! 
The materials are first unloaded and fed onto conveyor belts which travel up to 
the trommel, which is over 15 metres long! The trommel has different size holes 
for the various materials to fall through. The cans and tins which fall through the 
holes and are taken by conveyor belt past a large magnet. The magnet and eddy 
current separate the steel cans from the aluminium cans. 
Card, paper and plastics fall through different holes in the trommel and are 
carried by another conveyor belt to a picking station. At the picking station a 
team of hand sorters, pick out the plastics which are then separated into their 
different type. They also pick out the paper and card. 
Once the materials have been separated and sorted they are packed and 
compressed into bales. The baled materials are then sold on to reprocessors to 
make new products. 
The paper is taken to a paper mill, which turns old paper into new paper and 
cardboard is recycled to make the filling of corrugated cardboard. Plastic 
collected from recycling boxes is used to make pipes for gas and water mains 
and steel cans are made into steel wire and aluminium cans are recycled back 
into cans again.  
Recycling a material like aluminium to make new cans uses 95% less energy 
than when starting from scratch, it also produces less pollution. 
Lots of products can be made from recycled materials, plastic bottles can be 
recycled to make fleece jackets or new plastic packaging. Paper can be recycled 
to make toilet roll or writing paper.  
It is important to keep the recycling cycle going. Buy recycled products from the 
supermarket or shops and recycle them once you have finished with them. The 
products will then be made into new items and the cycle continues. Look out for 
recycled goods or packaging next time you go shopping and make a difference!  
 
Remember if you haven’t got your free green box yet or would like another one, 
please contact Public Amenities on 01491 823416 or email 
public.amenities@southoxon.gov.uk   
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Whitchurch Society 
  
At a committee meeting held on Monday 7th March, the following dates for 
upcoming events were agreed: 
  
AGM 
  
This will be held at on Thursday 21st April in the Village Hall.  The business 
meeting is scheduled to start at 7.30 pm and will be followed by a talk by 
Margaret Hatton on the Reading Museum and Local History.  Light 
refreshments will be served and everyone is invited to attend. 
  
Litter Blitz 
  
This annual litter clean-up will take place on Saturday 23 April.  Volunteers, 
armed with a bin bag, should gather across the road from the Greyhound at 
10.30 am where a committee member will assign them to streets in the village.  
Remember "Where litter lies, beauty dies".  
  
Garden Walks 
  
The ever-popular Whitchurch garden walks afternoon is planned this year for 
Sunday 12th June starting at 2 pm. 

Once again Mr and Mrs King of The Whitehouse have kindly offered their lovely 
garden for afternoon tea and cakes following the garden visits - from around 4 
pm. Families are also invited to use their swimming pool and tennis court during 
the afternoon. 

If you have opened your garden to visitors in the past and would like to again 
this year, or if you have never opened your garden but are interested in doing 
so for the first time, we should be very pleased to hear from you. Please 
contact Chris Minton on 984 2516. 

First Anniversary Commemoration of the Opening of the Maze 

This will take place on Saturday 11 June - the day before the Garden Walks.  
Details will follow from Nick Brazil. 

Ian Bruce Secretary 
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DISTRACTION BURGLARIES 
  
As Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator for a group of households centred 
around the junction of High Street and Eastfield Lane, I receive regular 
information from the Neighbourhood Watch Office in Abingdon about local 
crime incidents affecting householders in South Oxfordshire.  Recently there 
have been several warnings about a spate of distraction burglaries in this area.   
 
Callers to the door try many different tactics to distract the occupant.  Some 
claim to come from the water board or other utility, others offer to buy old 
jewellery or antique furniture, and one caller is even claiming that "you 
have won the Church Raffle", or similar.  If you respond saying that you have 
not entered, the usual response is that you are automatically entered by your 
address.   
 
The caller's aim is to distract the occupant in order to gain entry for themselves 
or another offender, in order to steal valuables.  The vulnerable and the elderly 
are the usual target for these schemes, but that does not exclude anybody else 
from an attempt.    
So please take all the usual precautions when answering the door to strangers, 
and never leave them at the door with the door open or insecure.  If you 
experience this kind of call yourself, or one of your neighbours does, you 
should contact the police immediately on 08458 505 505.  If you require 
guidance, or stickers for your door about callers, or are interested in forming a 
local Neighbourhood Watch Group, please contact the Neighbourhood Watch 
office on 01235 556597.   
  

Geoff Weir 
  

Reading Half Marathon 
 

On Sunday, 6th March 2005 I ran in the Reading Half Marathon and completed 
the 13 miles. 
I would like to thank those of you who generously offered to sponsor me in this 
event.    
I hope that I will have raised up to £2,500.  This will be divided between the 
Burns Unit and Occupational Therapy Department at the Stoke Mandeville 
Hospital, Aylesbury and Changing Faces, a charity which aims to give support 
and advice to those with facial disfigurement 
 
Charles Martin 
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If you’re interested in visiting the Pre-School, please telephone Helen on 0118 
9844516.  You can also find out more about Pre-School from our new web address 
www.whitchurchpreschool.org  
 
 
WHITCHURCH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Well this is our first contribution in a while and news from 
Whitchurch is that we are hard at work in the classroom and on the sports 
field. Our football team did us proud by winning the local tournament held 
at Langtree School. The boys and girls are now working hard on their Tag 
Rugby skills in preparation for the next competition. 

We are looking forward to the delivery of our new wireless laptops 
and the start of the new Foundation Playground. We are bursting at the 
seams in Key Stage One but we do have a few places left in Key Stage Two.  

The Class 4’s have just returned from a thoroughly enjoyable and 
exhausting week in Wales where we hiked, canoed and climbed through 
sleet and snow! On the last day the team leader asked who would be 
prepared to come back the following week and virtually every hand, 
including mine, went up. We will have a sharing assembly to report back on 
the trip on Thursday 24th March.  

We are preparing for our annual musical concert to be held on the 
31st March where the boys and girls will showcase their talents at singing 
and playing musical instruments.   

 G. Mottram 
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HISTORY SOCIETY 
 
Whitchurch and Goring Heath History Society have some excellent speakers  
lined up for the Spring.  On March 17th Mark Davies gives us the low-down on  
the Abingdon Water Turnpike mystery.  On April 21st we have Robin Mackness  
investigating Nazi gold in France, and on May 19 there is a members' evening  
when various local topics will be explored. 
 All meetings at 8pm, the first two at Whitchurch Village Hall and the last at Goring 
Heath Parish Hall.  Non-members always welcome. 

 
  
CONCESSIONARY TRAVEL TOKENS 
 
This year’s concessionary Travel Tokens will be distributed in the Village Hall on 
Monday 18th April and Wednesday 27th April between 10.30 am and 12.00 noon.  
Tokens are now available for both men and women over the age of 60, and I would be 
grateful if new applicants would bring their pension cards or passports with them as 
proof of eligibility. 
If you prefer to apply for a half-fare Bus Pass instead of tokens, guidance notes and 
application forms will also be available at the above times. 
For any further information please phone me on 984 5214. 
 

Alison Michael 
 

 
 

Goring Heath Parish Charity 
  

This will have to be your last reminder for that special date of Saturday April 9th 
when the Spring Gardening Show is due to be held in Goring Heath Parish Hall. 
The “new look” schedules are available NOW, and all you have to do to get one 
is call 0118 984 2056, its as easy as that!  
I hope you find plenty of inspiration to try your hand at some or all the sections. 
Why not enter those interesting photos or try your hand at all the recipes 
provided in the Baking & Preserves section or enter the Floral Art & Handicraft? 
Then there will be another new cup to be won, in this time in the Flower Section. 
And of course we haven’t forgotten the Children, there are some really 
challenging ideas for them to try!   So, good luck to you all.  
But even if you aren’t going to enter any of the Sections, you will still be very 
welcome to come along in the afternoon to enjoy a cup of tea with a piece of 
cake, a chat & to see just what a pretty site all those spring flowers can make.  

TE. 
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VISIT OF BORIS JOHNSON TO LANGTREE SCHOOL 

 
There was great excitement at Langtree on Friday 14th January when Henley MP, Boris 
Johnson paid his first visit to the school. His itinerary included a question and answer 
session with the School Council and a reception to which governors, staff and the local 
business community had been invited. 
The School Council, elected members of each of the school’s tutor groups, had a series 
of prepared and challenging questions and the meeting was led by joint chairs Nikki 
Tincknell and Alex Waltham. Boris Johnson expressed his strong belief in the sort of 
education provided in successful state schools like Langtree and added his unequivocal 
support to the school’s ambition to gain specialist status in the performing arts. He was 
delighted to know that all the council reps were very much in favour of the performing 
arts specialism and he was very complimentary about the effort which everyone had put 
into raising the £50000 needed for the bid. 
In addition Boris had some sound words of advice about how to deal with bullying in 
schools and also offered to support Langtree’s campaign to update its ICT facilities. He 
finished by complimenting the students on the high standard of questions they asked. 
At the reception which followed, new Headteacher Rick Holroyd, thanked Boris for 
attending and local District Councillor, Chris Quinton for arranging for members of the 
local business community to come along.  Background music was provided by students, 
Sam Godfrey, Hazel and Emily Stanworth and Chris Campbell. 
 Mr Holroyd spoke of the importance of links with local business and expressed the 
hope that such links will continue to strengthen.  He outlined the vision of Langtree as a 
centre for lifelong learning and state of the art performance venue which will be 
provided once the status is achieved and which will be available to the whole 
community.      
 
 

Pangbourne Heritage Group 
  
Pangbourne's newly formed heritage group are hosting an exhibition in the 
Village Hall at Pangbourne on 14 and 15 May to commemorate the 60th 
anniversary of VE Day.  On display are artefacts, personal testimonies and 
audio visual displays connected to the fascinating facts uncovered in 
'Pangbourne at War' (1939-1945). 
  
Episodes of history that have been examined include the role of the Royal 
Engineers practising for D day, and the invasion of occupied Europe on the 
Thames, the American airborne troops, secrecy surrounding at least two plane 
crashes, and the home front and domestic life.  
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The exhibition will be open 10 am to 4 pm both days, and we hope that many of 
the hitherto unanswered questions, or gaps in information, will be filled by those 
visiting the displays. As our neighbourhood villagers, we are sure that some of 
you are aware of what life was like during those years.  
  
Taste some cakes made to second world war recipes, find out how to build a 
bailey bridge, and celebrate the bravery of those flying in the skies above the 
village. We hope to see you there.  
  
Rosie Nurick, June Hughes, Michael Hayes and Lesley Crimp  
 

Want to volunteer  
but don’t know where to start? 

 
2005 has been declared the International Year of the Volunteer – why not think 
about taking up one of the many voluntary opportunities in Oxfordshire? 
Volunteering can give you useful work experience, the chance to meet new 
people, new skills and training, and the chance to develop new interests – not 
to mention the satisfaction of contributing something to society. 
 
Don’t know where to start? Look at www.do-it.org.uk for some ideas. Or contact 
your local Volunteer Bureau, where you can chat to someone about what 
volunteering would suit you, and have a look at a range of local opportunities: 
 
Oxford Volunteer Bureau 01865 251946 
Banbury Volunteer Bureau 01295 279515 
Witney Volunteer Link-Up 01993 776277 
 
 
WOODCOTE LIBRARY 
 
The Quilt Exhibition which had to be postponed from January will now take place 
during March.  We look forward to having the colourful and artistic needlework of Jan 
Clegg to brighten up the library. 
A pair of spectacles in a Robert Stanley opticians box, found in the car park on January 
15th has been handed in here. Any claimants? The green giraffe has been with us so 
long we are thinking of adopting him as a mascot. 
Our Easter closing is from the Good Friday to Easter Monday inclusive, 25th to 28th 
March - note this means we will be closed on Easter Saturday. 
Finally, we have had to say farewell to Susan Rose who has taken up a more 
demanding post in Wokingham.   We are sad to see her go as she has been a real asset. 
A new member of staff has yet to be appointed so we will have many different helpers 
from other branch libraries nearby - all just as nice! 
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GORING, WOODCOTE AND DISTRICT LIONS CLUB 
 
The Lions Club are once again collecting unwanted spectacles which are then graded, 
cleaned and sent to Third World countries to help people with impaired sight.   If you 
have any spectacles or sunglasses that you no longer use and are willing to donate, 
please phone us so that we can arrange to collect them to pass on to the Lions Club.   
All donations will be very gratefully received. 

Bob and Alison Michael:   984 5214 
 
 
PANGBOURNE & DISTRICT TENNIS CLUB 
 
To date, if you look on our website  pangbournetennis.org, you can find out 
details about the club. We are grateful to Sandra, who apart from the many 
other things she does for the club, keeps the website topical and informative.  
  
Results show that the Ladies' A team have two wins, one draw, one loss and 
one conceded match so far. The B team have one win, one draw and three 
losses, the mixed team one win and four losses, and the Cholsey team ( so 
called because they play under floodlights at Cholsey) have recorded three 
wins - hooray!  
  
We have an exciting programme for junior members starting at the end of April. 
A first class new coach and support from Bradfield has given the club the 
chance to expand into greater opportunities for developing tennis this summer, 
and the new junior organiser hopes to hear from many of you that you are 
interested in taking part. Saturday morning sessions are also on offer, as well 
as the Tuesday coaching classes. Find out more from the number listed below.  
  
The summer season begins officially on Sunday 24 April with an open 
tournament followed by the now famous tea. Come down and meet the 
members, and enjoy some gently competitive tennis in beautiful surroundings. 
  
For information on junior tennis contact JENNIFER on 9844272  
For the tennis club membership in general contact BRIAN on 9845650 
 
Lesley Crimp  
 
Langtree Sinfonia Concert 
 
The May Concert of the Langtree Sinfonia will be held in the splendid venue of 
Dorchester Abbey, Dorchester-on-Thames.   This event will take place on Saturday 
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May 14th at 7pm.  Again the orchestra will present an exciting programme 
commencing with the well known Symphonic Poem ‘Finlandia’ by Sibelius. 
Pianist Nils Franke will be the soloist in the dynamic Liszt piano concerto No1 in E 
flat.   Nils made his debut playing the Clara Schumann piano concerto with the 
Gottingen Symphony Orchestra.  Recently he was soloist in the Beethoven Triple 
concerto with the St Petersburg Philharmonic and has just recorded a CD of Russian 
music for violin and piano. 
The final work will be the Symphony No 3 in E flat major by Dvorak. 
 
Tickets:  Available at the door or advanced bookings on 0118 941 5498, or at 
‘Inspiration’ 1 The Arcade, Goring. 
Adults.  £8.50 including programme.    Children:  Under 16  £4.00.  
 
 
WHITCHURCH HILL CAMERA CLUB 
 
Our April programme continues to offer a good balance of meetings with all aspects of 
photography including Digital Imaging being covered. 
Our first meeting, on the 6th April, features our annual Natural History competition 
when our prints and slides will be judged by Stan McCartin LRPS CPAGB who makes 
a welcome return to our Club.  
On the 13th April, we have a presentation by one of our own Club members, Matt 
Whorlow, called "A Year in Pictures." One week later sees the final round of our Print 
Competition which will be judged by Colin Harrison FRPS EFIAP MPAGB from the 
Oxford Photographic Club. 
The month's programme ends on the 27th April with an evening in the company of 
Chris Hutchinson who takes "A Mountaineer's Eye View of Switzerland." 
If you want a good evening out mixing with a friendly crowd for the price of a cup of 
coffee, come along and see us at any of the above meetings. Visitors are asked to pay 
just £1.00 for the evening whilst Club members pay just 75p per meeting. 
Our joining fees are the lowest in the area and there are big reductions for Joint 
Membership, Senior Citizens and Under 21's. Come along to the Village Hall in 
Whitchurch-on-Thames next Wednesday evening at 8pm and see for yourself what we 
are doing. 
 
Full details of our Club, including a complete Programme, are available on our website, 
www.whitchurchhillcameraclub.co.uk or you can pick up a printed version from 
Woodcote or Pangbourne Library.  
 
SEE THE DAFFODILS 
I’ve described this walk a number of times in the Bulletin but for those of you new to the 
village or those who have forgotten my previous descriptions this is the one local walk to do 
above all the others in springtime. 
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If you are able to walk 7 or 8 miles then follow the route from Whitchurch, but it is possible to 
shorten the walk (see P1 and P2) to suit your capabilities and still see the wonderful display 
of daffodils.  
Leave the village by going north through the narrows and then crossing over to the high level 
footpath on the eastern side of Whitchurch Hill. At Firhill cross over to the War Memorial and 
then straight up to the kissing gate above. Go through the gate into the field and follow the 
footpath which skirts the edge of Stoneycroft Plantation.  In the autumn there are good 
chestnuts on your left just before the next gate. Go through this gate and follow the path to 
Beech Farm, perhaps stopping to look at the lovely views across to the Berkshire Downs.  
The path reaches another kissing gate and follows the edge of the old stables to  the farm 
road; cross over to the kissing gate immediately opposite and follow the left -hand fence 
straight ahead to the woodland. For this walk enter through the kissing gate and follow the 
obvious but wandering path. Shortly you will see a field ahead and a meeting of paths, you 
turn right at this point (marked GH27) and follow the path which the owners have 
unfortunately found it necessary to fence in as it wanders through the woodland. It reaches a 
copse and emerges by the side of Boundary Farm. Again go straight ahead through the 
avenue of horse chestntut trees and despoiled chestnut trees. Go through the gate and turn 
right onto the minor road. The entrance to this road from the main road (opposite the turning 
to the Sun) provides one opportunity for off -road car parking  (P1). 
Go past the cottages on your left and then turn immediately left and either cross the stile or 
enter the field through the open gateway (both the stile and the gate are damaged at the 
moment). The path ahead is obvious, walk straight towards another stile, cross over and 
head towards the right hand edge of the distant clump of trees. When you reach the trees 
head directly towards the white farmhouse of Coldharbour Farm. Cross over another stile 
and turn right onto the road in front of the farmhouse, walk to the next junction where you 
turn left and walk past some very attractive cottages with beautiful gardens.  This is another 
‘Coldharbour’, a lovely place in which to live and its approach road (slightly further up 
Whitchurch Hill) also provides a convenient location to park your car if you wish to shorten 
the walk (P2). 
The path eventually leaves the houses and drops steeply down to a lane (Blackbird’s 
Bottom), cross over the lane and over the stile opposite. Follow this path as i t skirts the edge 
of the copse above and then as it turns left by the side of a hedgerow. This leads to another 
stile, cross over and walk straight across the field to another stile by the side of the Crays 
Pond to Goring road. Take great care here when you cross over to the bridleway 
immediately opposite and then follow this splendid bridleway as it drops towards Elvendon 
Road.  
I find the views across to the Downs and of Elvendon Priory below amongst the most 
rewarding on my walks in this area. When you reach the road below turn left and almost 
immediately right up the bridle path opposite. This chalk road leads to many near and distant 
places but when you reach the next stile on your left  just pause and gaze at the magnificent 
view below. This is a beautiful, peaceful, sylvan setting with the Priory opposite and the now 
exposed scar of the woodland road and, in spring, its beautiful display of  daffodils.  There 
may be sheep in the field below you so take care if you have a dog with you.  
Cross over this stile and head slightly right down to the stile below beside the road, cross 
over the road to yet another stile that leads you up to the spring glories of the woodland 
above. Stop and admire the views, the Priory, and your recent route and the carpet of 
flowers but please keep to the path that will lead you to the side of Park Farm. Take great 
care when you meet the main road and cross over to the bank opposite. Take the high level 
and turn right, do not try to follow at road level.  This high level path soon reaches a 
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bridleway, turn left onto it and follow it round as it heads back towards Blackbird’s Bottom.  
You will pass a path leading into the woodland above and then a division of the path, the left 
hand one continues to Blackbird’s Bottom Farm. A middle path appears to lead uphill but you 
turn onto the right hand uphill path towards and to a small gateway. Go through and turn left, 
again slightly uphill,  to a ‘T’ junction of paths just below Stapnall’s Farm.  
For P2 and P1 turn left towards Stapnall’s Farm, then right through the gate into the field and 
left over to the gate leading onto the lane, turn right and then follow the road back to P2  or, 
for P1, turn right at the next junction of lanes and follow this new lane past the two cottages 
and then left at the next crossroads.  

But for the others turn right and follow this path as it contours round near the edge of the 
woodland. Keep an eye on the path, it tends to veer left and should lead to a much narrower 
lane above Upper Gatehampton Farm. This lane emerges onto the farm road by a barn. 
Turn left and follow the farm road, it eventually passes by some cottages and then reaches a 
crossroads above Coombe End Farm (P1 directly ahead). You turn right towards the farm 
and follow this road almost to the farmyard. Just before the yard you will see a stile on your 
left, cross over and contour round the edge of the cowshed and the field  to a gap in the 
hedge over to your right. Cross over the stile here and turn left and walk towards another 
stile in the middle of the fence ahead. Again cross over and go straight towards the left hand 
side of the woodland opposite. It is a very obvious track and it leads to yet another stile. 
Cross over, head straight ahead (you may recognise the early part of your route)  and follow 
this path until it brings you to a kissing gate leading into the field by Beech Farm. Your return 
route takes you back down your earlier path and to the main road above the War Memorial.  
Again I hope that you enjoy the walk, the lovely countryside and the splendid views. 
 
Eric Hartley 
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