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WHITCHURCH-ON-THAMES BULLETIN 
www.whitchurchonthames.com 

 
                 MARCH   2003 

 
 

 
 

        April 8th 2003 
 

 
In the Village Hall at 8.00pm (tea and coffee from 7.30) 

 
The Annual Parish Assembly is your opportunity to hear what has been 
happening in our many local organisations, to find out what the Parish 
Council has been doing on your behalf (although, since you Bulletin 
readers are regularly informed, that may seem superfluous!) and question 
us on the past, present and future.  We need your input so bring along 
ideas as well as questions. 
 
Join us on Tuesday April 8;  have a tea or coffee beforehand, and enjoy a 
glass of wine or juice afterwards, and we will try to make the meeting 
itself as informative but painless as always. 

Peter Minton 
 
 
WHITCHURCH ON THAMES PARISH COUNCIL 
  
Parish Council Meeting 
 
There was a meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 3rd March 2003 in the Village 

Hall. Councillors Brian Mott, Nigel Grove, Mrs Matilda King, Mrs Kate Thatcher, 

Geoff Weir, County Councillor John Farrow and Mrs Janet Holmes, the Parish Clerk 

were present. Councillor Vincent Aldridge chaired the meeting. Apologies were 

received from Councillor Peter Minton and District Councillor Mrs Deborah 

Whitfeld. 

 

 



 2 

Planning 
 
There were no new applications. 
 
The following decisions were received from South Oxfordshire District Council: 
 
PO2/S1015  Bozedown Farm      GRANTED 
PO2/S1023  Rivendell, Hartslock Bridleway    GRANTED 
PO2/S1018  Elm Cottage, Hartslock Bridleway   GRANTED 
PO2/S0895/LB Ford Cottage, High Street    GRANTED 
PO2/S0967  The Rectory, High Street       WITHDRAWN  
 
 
Finance 
Cheques were issued to Mrs Janet Holmes for Clerk’s salary, CPRE for annual 
membership, Viking Direct for items of stationary, Whitchurch Parochial Church 
Council for maintenance of the church clock, MG Print for the Bulletin and the 
Information Commissioner for data protection registration. 
Grant applications were considered from the Twinning Association, Victim Support 
and the Oxfordshire Association for the Blind. 
 
Village maintenance 
Correspondence was received regarding the recent flooding in Eastfield Lane. County 
Councillor John Farrow discussed with Councillors Weir and Grove probable 
avenues for further investigation. 
Councillor Grove reported various areas of pot-holed road in the village: his report 
would be forwarded. 
 
Transport 
County Councillor John Farrow discussed the problems that have been experienced 
by members of the public when using the new bus service. Correspondence was 
received from a resident regarding the changes to the service – the letter was 
forwarded to County Councillor Farrow.  
 
Contracts 
The Council agreed to offer the contract for grass cutting for the forthcoming year to 
R M Weavers and the contract for printing the Bulletin to Ridgeway Press of 
Pangbourne. 
 
Allotment Field 
Correspondence was received from the National Society of Allotment and Leisure 
Gardeners who own the allotment fields. Mr Nick Brazil addressed the Council on 
the feasibility of a Saxon maze in Whitchurch. It was understood that there would be 
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no cost implications for the Parish Council with regard to the installation of the maze. 
The Council had no objections to the project but it was suggested that after the new 
Council has been formed, a working party, including a representative from the Parish 
Council, should be established.  
 
Toll Bridge 
Information was received regarding the developments in the collection of tolls. Please 
see the specific article in the Bulletin. 
 
Councillors Brian Mott and Peter Minton will not be standing for re-election and the 
Parish Council would like to thank them both for their hard work and valuable 
contributions over the years. The Annual Assembly of the Parish Meeting will be 
their last attendance as Parish Councillors. The Annual Assembly will be held on 
Tuesday 8th April at 8pm in the Village Hall. All residents are warmly invited to 
attend the meeting. 

V. Aldridge 
Vice Chairman 

Local Elections 2003 
 
Voting for District and Parish Councillors will take place in the Village Hall on 1 
May 2003. 
 
For the District Council Elections:  
Whitchurch will be grouped with Goring, goring Heath and South Stoke and will 
have the opportunity to vote for TWO Councillors. It does not matter where these 
Councillors live; if elected they will both represent Whitchurch residents. You do not 
have to vote for two people from the same party. Your choice is to vote for two 
people who will represent your views. 
 
For the Parish Council Elections: 
As usual, there will be seven seats for the Parish Council. If more than seven people 
put their name forward, there will be an election. You may vote for up to seven 
candidates. 
If only seven or less people put their name forward there will be no Parish election. 
The Parish Council will fill any vacant seats, by co-option, at its first meeting. 
 

Janet Holmes 
Parish Clerk   
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Meeting of the Toll Bridge Company with representatives from Parish 
Councils 
Representatives from Goring Heath, Pangbourne, Woodcote and Whitchurch 
Parishes met members of the Toll Bridge Company on 1 March 2003. The 
Company noted that there had been little change in the volume of traffic over 
the bridge in the last eight years and outlined their aims for the future. 
 
1. There is a need to discourage overweight vehicles from crossing. A limit of 7.5 

tons – in line with Goring bridge – has been imposed 
2. The roadway around the Toll Bridge booth will be resurfaced in the next 2/3 

months 
3. In the spring, work will be undertaken to stop the erosion on the Pangbourne river 

banks 
4. As usual, signs will be erected in the summer stating that it is dangerous to jump 

from the bridge. New signs will stress that this is due to submerged objects in the 
River Thames 

5. EEC regulations have now demanded that the Toll Bridge Company is registered 
for VAT which will have an effect on how any charges are calculated. 

6. The last Toll increase took place 1/7/1998 and was agreed for 5 years. 
 
The Company have received advice that indicates that the bridge will need to be 
reconstructed completely by 2015. It is therefore important that funds are available by 
that time, not only for the general upkeep and maintenance but also for the 
replacement bridge.  
 
The Company is experiencing difficulties obtaining staff. Their safety has made the 
Company review its operations. Its aims are therefore: 
 
1. To improve the convenience for people crossing the bridge 
2. To control costs and simplify the operation 
3. To control the method of dealing with cash 
4. To monitor the traffic flow and measure the volume more accurately. 
 
In considering all these factors, methods of automating the collection of tolls was 
discussed. It was suggested that the current system of the Parish Council’s issuing 
discount discs and individuals buying packets of paper tickets should be 
discontinued. ALL regular users, wherever they live or work, will be able to purchase 
a card which could be swiped through a machine at the Toll booth. These cards 
would be “topped up” as and when necessary. It will still be possible for large 
vehicles and infrequent users to pay for individual journeys by cash. The use of cards 
would be less than the cost of the use of cash payments. 
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This will reduce: 
A] The amount of cash held in the booth thus improving the safety for staff 
B] Shorten waiting times on one side if staff are dealing with the other side 
C] Reduce the burden on the Parishes to administer the scheme. 
The Company propose to hold a meeting in June 2003 when firm proposals will be 
available for consideration by the Parishes. No changes will take place until 2004 and 
the yellow discs will remain unchanged this year.   

          Janet Holmes  Parish Clerk 
 
Grant applications 
 
From time to time the Parish Council receives requests to make grants to 
local groups and charities. This Council is prepared to consider applications 
from wholly village based groups whose activities are of direct benefit to all  
or some of the people living in the village; and whose organisations have 
submitted a copy of their last audited accounts.  
The following groups applied for a grant but were not successful. As local 
residents may wish to contribute directly, contact information is shown below. 
 
Whitchurch and Goring Heath Twinning Association 
Mr I Bruce, 8 Swanston Field, Whitchurch on Thames 
 
NSPCC Appeals Ms Jane Harries, 66 - 70 The High St Two Mile Ash 
Milton Keynes, Bucks MK8 8HD       
 
Oxfordshire Association for the Blind  Mr L Cummins, The White House 
Rivermead Rehabilitation Centre, Abingdon Rd Oxford OX1 4XD   
  
Oxford & District Victim Support.  Mr Peter Patrick 45 The Slade, Headington, Oxford.   
OX3 7HL 

 
                        Janet Holmes 

Parish Clerk 
 
 

COMMUNITY WASTE COLLECTION SERVICE 
 
A supervised refuse service vehicle arrives at the Village Hall car park for householders to 
dispose of additional waste.  If you are not able to attend the Whitchurch collection  then it 
is possible to use the service at another parish e.g. Goring, Goring Heath or Woodcote. 
Please note that this vehicle will only be on site for a short period of time, once a month. 
Any item left after the vehicle has moved to its next location will not be collected and legal 
action under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 will be taken against any persons 
found to be “dumping” rubbish. 
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Whitchurch     - located at the Village Hall Car Park 
Goring Heath  - located at the recreation ground lay by 
 

Whitchurch    Goring Heath                
Wed 19 March     from 0800 to 0950             from 1020 to 1210 
 
Woodcote      - located at the Village Hall car park 
Goring      - located at SODC car park or Icknield Place 
 

Woodcote           Goring 
Sat 8 March         from 0940 to 1100          from 0800 to 0920 at SODC 
Sat 22 March       from 1200 to 1310          from 0800 to 0950 at SODC 
 
PLASTIC AND CAN BANKS 
 
All of the plastic and can banks around the district will be removed 
during March.  This decision has been taken because these items can be 
recycled using the kerbside boxes.  The money that will be saved can 
then be used in the future to go towards paying for recycling banks for 
other items that are not collected in the kerbside boxes. 
 
Notes have been placed on all of the plastic and can banks to inform 
the public that they will be removed and details of how they can get a 
recycling box. 

Tom Southall 
Waste Management Innovator 

 
N.B.    Paper, plastic and tins can be recycled in the green boxes if left out with the 
usual rubbish.  Please keep them separate and clean.   Boxes are obtainable free from 
the SODC Offices at Crowmarsh.     Glass may still be recycled at the Village Hall 
car park in Manor Road. 
 
 
WHITCHURCH & GORING HEATH TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
  
This year, our 25th anniversary, it is the turn of the French to visit.  They are 
due to arrive the morning of Saturday 3rd and leave Monday 5th May around 
lunchtime.  We will be approaching families in the two parishes in April to ask 
for their support in accommodating and hosting the visitors from La Bouille.  
Details of the programme for the weekend will follow in due course. 
  
Ian Bruce 
Co-Chairman (tel: 0118 984 2653) 
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WHITCHURCH SOCIETY 
 
ANNUAL LITTER BLITZ 
 
The annual Spring clean will take place on Sunday 6th April starting at 10.30 a.m. and 
finishing at the Greyhound for a drink with the Chairman.   Would anyone who 
wishes to take part please contact Nigel Grove. 
 
 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
This will be on Thursday 24th April at 7.30 p.m. in the Village hall.   After the usual 
business, there will be an illustrated talk by Aelethea Hill on her travels in Kashmir.   
Wine and refreshments will be available. 

 
Nigel Grove 

Chairman 
 

 
The Village Hall  – just the place for your social event! 

 
Whitchurch-on-Thames Village Hall in Manor Road is available for hire for your 
party, social event, or regular meetings.  It is centrally heated, and is in an excellent 
state of decoration and repair.  There is a stage, a well-equipped kitchen with a hot 
storage cupboard, and stacking tables and chairs. 
 
The Hire Rates - inclusive of heating and the use of all Hall facilities - are shown 
below.   
 
Group Hire Rate per hour 

Registered local organisations £3.50  
Other non-profit making organisations £7  
Profit-making organisations £12  
Local Government organisations £10  
Private functions £7, plus £30 deposit 
Charity jumble sales etc £12 per event 
 
Tables and chairs may also be hired for private use outside the Hall: £3 per table, £3 
per 10 chairs.  We also have gazebos, a tea urn, crockery and other items which may 
be hired. 
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We welcome enquiries from prospective hirers, and may be able to offer special rates 
and storage facilities for regular bookings.  For further information, please contact the 
Hall Manager, who is: 

Mrs Joyce Pilcher 
34 Manor Road 
Whitchurch-on-Thames 
Reading 
RG8 7EU Telephone: 984-4271 (preferably between 5pm and 7pm) 

There are more details about the Hall at the Village website – 
www.whitchurchonthames.com 

           Geoff Weir 
     Chairman, Hall Management Committee 

 
 

THE ALLOTMENT SOCIETY 
  
We held our AGM on 28th February.  We had a successful growing year in 
2002 and we are turning our thoughts to 2003.  We have a few vacant plots, 
please feel free to call me and arrange a visit to the Allotments.  

Rosamund Heath 
984 2358 

 
 

Whitchurch & Goring Heath History Society 
 
Members at our AGM in February heard a fascinating talk by John Dolby about  
an ancestor of his, William Curtis 1752 - 1829, or "Billy Biscuit" who used  
contacts in the City militia, the Navy and the Freemasons to rise from a  
maker of ships' biscuits to a prominent figure in Regency Britain. He was a  
companion of the Prince Regent who commissioned his portrait from the royal  
painter, Thomas Lawrence, RA, and the founder of a bank which was eventually  
incorporated in Coutts. We look forward to the promised book. 
 
The prospect of the talk drew a good audience to the Annual General Meeting  
when Sue Matthews was elected Chairman, Vicky Jordan as Secretary and Tony  
Voysey as Treasurer. There are a couple of places to be filled on the  
Committee- offers welcome- and subscriptions are now due. 
 
The new programme includes visits, talks and discussions. On March 20th we  
have an illustrated survey of Watermills on the Thames and on April 17th a  
graphic description of the Civil War siege of Basing House. Both meetings  
take place at 8pm in Whitchurch Village Hall and non-members are welcome. 
 

Vicky Jordan 
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CONCESSIONARY TRAVEL TOKENS 
 
This year’s concessionary Travel Tokens will be distributed in the Village Hall on 
Monday 7th April and Wednesday 16th April between 10.30 a.m. and 12. noon.  
Tokens are now available for both men and women over the age of 60, and I would 
be grateful if new applicants would bring their pension cards or passports with them 
as proof of eligibility. 
 
If you prefer to apply for a half-fare Bus Pass instead of taking tokens, guidance 
notes and application forms will also be available at the above times. 
 
For further information please phone me on 984 5214. 

Alison Michael 
 
 

WoTHABS 
 
A date for your diary:  Cowslip Open Day at Boze Down, Sunday May 4th from  
1.30 p.m.   An invitation to visit the cowslip fields.   The walk starts from the 
vineyard shop entrance.   Look out for posters or on the WoTHABS page of the 
village website www.whitchurchonthames.co.uk nearer the time to check details. 
 
Maintenance of the school’s woodland corner and wildlife pond area continues and 
Class 2 pupils are encouraging lots of birds by regularly replenishing the bird feeders. 
Year 4 pupils, helped by several of our members, took part in RSPB’s annual 
birdwatch and their sightings included both green and greater spotted woodpeckers. 
 
This year has been designated International Year of Freshwater.   The school is 
running a poster competition for its pupils on this theme and the Wetland Trust in 
Barnes generously offered a pair of free entry tickets as one of the prizes, thanks to 
Sally’s thoughtful enquiry.  
 
Several of our members attended an Oxfordshire Nature Conservation Forum social 
event at Little Wittenham and a Biological Recorders’ Conference in Oxfordshire.  
Sandra and Martin are doing  regular plant species counts in Seymour’s Meadow, 
which has numerous beautiful reeds, sedges and other plants. We would like to add 
an entomologist to our membership.  Please get in touch if you have some expertise 
in this field. 
 
Thanks to all who joined our working party on Jubilee Walk.   The trees should now 
flourish without obstructing traffic.  See WoTHABS page of village website for 
photographs (winter, spring and summer) of this lovely feature of Whitchurch. 

Gill Goodwin (Tel. 0118 9842934) 
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GORING, WOODCOTE AND DISTRICT LIONS CLUB 
 
The Lions Club are once again collecting unwanted spectacles which are 
then graded, cleaned and sent to Third World countries to help people with 
impaired sight.   If you have any spectacles or sunglasses that you no longer 
use and are willing to donate, please phone us so that we can arrange to 
collect them to pass on to the Lions Club.   All donations will be very gratefully 
received.                                                                       Bob and Alison Michael 

984 5214 
 

"WIRED-UP VILLAGES" 
COMMUNITY COMPUTERS IN RURAL OXFORDSHIRE 

CONFERENCE 9th APRIL 2003, 9.30-3.30 
EAST HANNEY VILLAGE HALL (near Wantage) 
Hosted by Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,  

Oxfordshire County Council, and Oxfordshire Rural Learners Project.  
The conference will be FREE to delegates, though places must be booked. 

WHY THIS CONFERENCE? 
 ICT (information and communications technology) can open doors to learning, 

leisure, advice and information, democratic involvement, and other services. 
But there is an increasing 'information gap', particularly in rural areas, 

between those with access to ICT and those without.  
"WIRED-UP VILLAGES" 

Several villages have taken the initiative to set up websites and other 
community ICT services. There are also new opportunities and funding to set 
up facilities. We need to make sure that these opportunities match the needs 

in rural areas, and that the best advice is given to interested groups. This 
conference will look at existing community ICT in Oxfordshire villages, and 

opportunities for developing new projects.  
 

WHO SHOULD COME? 
* people who are interested in setting up community ICT (e.g. in the 

village hall, pub, shop, PC office, school, etc) 
* groups who are already running community ICT projects 

* parish councils and groups interested in sharing information via ICT 
* organisations who can help villages get wired up, or who use ICT to 

provide services 
 

DETAILS 
Details and bookings from:  

David Fisher, ORCC, tel: 01865 883488 fax: 01865 883191 
email: david.fisher@oxonrcc.org.uk 
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SPECTACULAR PERFORMANCE OF 
 

 VERDI’S REQUIEM 
THIS EASTER BY OVER 200 VOICES 

 
 
Following their sell-out Christmas concerts featuring Mr Lear, the Sonning 
Common based South Chiltern Choral Society are returning to the classical 
choral repertoire for their Easter Concert.   They will be joined by members of 
the Bristol Phoenix Choir, making a total of over 200 singers, and orchestra of 
over 40 players and four professional soloists: 
 
Katy Tansey (soprano)                                      Juliette Pochin (mezzo) 
John Bowley (tenor)                                    Richard Strivens (baritone) 
 
All this, together with the lively direction of Gwyn Arch will ensure an exciting 
and memorable production. 
 
The concert takes place in the University of Reading’s Great Hall, London 
Road, Reading on Saturday 29th March at 7.30pm and will be repeated in 
Clifton Cathedral, Bristol, on Saturday 5th April. 
Tickets (£10 and £12) are available from Michele Whitehead on 01491 
578641 
 
WOODCOTE LIBRARY 
 
Our good news is that most of the new computer equipment has now arrived 
and today (!) is working. The machines are for public use and are free.   We 
only charge for printing costs at 10p a sheet, or the same for a scan, and both 
are in colour. You can use the machines to surf the web, send and receive E-
mails - very useful for travelling children/grandchildren- or just to type out a 
letter or CV. You can do accounts (Excel) or use the Publisher programme to 
make posters and leaflets. Do come in and have a try! 
 
We are still receiving a good supply of new books, including the paperback  
bestsellers and Feast on Fiction collections. World Book Day is celebrated  
on Thursday 6th March, when vouchers are distributed to children at school  
to buy books. 
 
The library is hosting some of the Community education talks on Woodcote 
and will have a display from the Henley ramblers in March. So come in and 
see what's going on! 
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WHITCHURCH MOBILE LIBRARY 
 
A reminder that the mobile library is parked in Manor Road at the entrance to 
Old Gardens every other Tuesday from 12.05 until 12.35 p.m.    The next 
Tuesday is March 18th, April 1st etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
CHANGES TO BUS SERVICES IN WHITCHURCH AREA 
 
Thames Travel, your local bus operator, is revising the times from 10th 
February of all the services formerly operated by Chiltern Queens.  Thames 
Travel stepped in at short notice in the summer to keep the services running.  
Now that the services have been running for several months, the 
opportunities for changes and improvements have become apparent. 
 
The main changes are: 
 
§ Considerably enhanced regular service from Whitchurch to Pangbourne 

and Reading – service 142 
§ Peak time buses to and from Reading enabling commuting by bus 
§ Regular service to Woodcote 
§ Comprehensive Saturday service to Reading including evening service on 

Saturday night; last departure at 23.20 from Reading Station. 
 
The service runs Monday to Saturday.  It does not run on Sundays or Bank 
Holidays. 
 
We look forward to seeing you on our buses.  A time table is enclosed with 
this Bulletin. 
 
Thames Travel acknowledges financial support from Oxfordshire County 
Council for this service. 

 
Telephone 01491 837988   Fax 01491 838562   

e-mail: kate@thames-travel.co.uk 
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In the first half of this spring term the children learnt about different shapes 
and celebrated Chinese New Year.  
 
The children are now learning about their bodies and the senses.  We are all 
going on a Farm Trip later in the term and over the Easter break we hope that 
work will be starting on the new garden.  
 
If you would like more information on sessions that may be available, please 
telephone Helen on 0118 984 4516  during school hours. 
 
The next Committee meeting is on 6th May, everyone is welcome.  Details 
from Pre-School 
 
 

DO YOU USE WASHABLE NAPPIES? 
OR WOULD YOU LIKE TO FIND OUT MORE?  

 
You are invited to Oxfordshire Real Nappy Network’s tea party! 

It’s one year since the council launched its cashback scheme to help parents 
use cloth nappies, so to celebrate we’re getting all ‘cloth-using’ families 

together.   
If you don’t yet use real nappies come and discover just why they are so 

popular! Find out more about home and service laundered nappies plus other 
services/products available in this area. 

 
There will be refreshments and a bouncy castle, ball pit, singing 

and face painting for older children. 
Come and have fun! 

SATURDAY 12th APRIL 
2-4pm at the Village Hall, Eynsham just off the A40 

£1 entry       Free parking! 
 
 

For further details please contact 
 Hazel Neal on 01869 249091 or hazelneal@onetel.net.uk  
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GOODBYES 
 
The village has recently said goodbye to several former residents:- 
David Farmer of 25 Swanston Field            
Mrs K. Trask of 2 Swanston Field 
Rita and George Knight of Primrose Cottage, High Street and 
Mrs Eileen Noble of Green Hedges, who has gone to Willow Court in Pangbourne. 
 
We wish them all well in their new lives. 
 
 

Pangbourne Tennis Club 
 
EVENTS DIARY 2003   
 
1.TENNIS COACHING 
Coaching for junior members starts on Tuesday 1st April for a ten-week course 
(excluding holidays). The fee of £60 covers year round use of the courts at 
Pangbourne, the opportunity to play in friendly matches (now being arranged), a 
competitive ladder, and the chance to learn the enjoyment of a game of tennis. There 
is a reduction of £5 for each family member joining the junior coaching sessions. We 
plan to extend the coaching to adults wishing to hone their skills on the tennis court 
as well. For further information contact Lesley Crimp on 0118 9842581.  
 
2. OPEN TOURNAMENT 
The “season” officially starts off with an American Tournament, to which existing 
and new members are welcome. This takes place on Sunday 13th April at 2pm. We 
cannot guarantee the weather, but the tea is terrific. 
 
3.PLAY TENNIS DAY 
Well, four hours of free tennis anyway. This is part of the LTA scheme to encourage 
general participation in tennis without any strings attached. However, if you come 
down to the courts on Sunday 27th April between 10am and 2pm, you can decide 
whether tennis is for you. Stephen Murphy our coach will be on hand to advise 
anyone wanting to take up tennis, and club members will be there to assist. This 
session is open to anyone from six years upwards, and we hope to see lots of families 
taking part. Please encourage friends that you know to come down with you, if you 
are already a member. 
 
We will update you as we have more events to publicize. In the meantime, we have a 
new membership secretary for adult members: Brian Kingston Tel. 01189845650. 
For inquiries regarding junior membership, please use the number above. Our website 
address is www.pangbournetennis.org. 
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GORING HEATH PARISH CHARITY  
 
Courses in Woodcote and Goring for 2003.   Ring 01491 681359 to book or to 
find out more. 
 
Monday 
Beginners Yoga (NEW) 
9.30 – 11.00am  Woodcote       28.4.03 x 10 wks £34 
Near Beginners Yoga (NEW) 
11.15 – 12.45pm Woodcote     28.4.03 x 10 wks £34 
Unisex Circuit Training 
7.15-8.15pm Goring                 28.4.03 x 10 wks £24 
Yoga in Goring 
8.00 - 9.45pm Goring               28.4.03 x 10 wks £39 
Keep Fit the KFA Way 
8.00-9.30pm Woodcote            28.4.03 x 10 wks £34 
 
Tuesday 
Fitness for over 50s 
10.00-11.00am Goring           29.4.03  x 10 wks £24 
Improvers Swimming  
7.00-7.30pm or 7.30-8pm Woodcote  29.4.03 x 10 wks £27 
Yoga in Woodcote 
7.30-9.30pm Woodcote          29.4.03 x 4 wks £18 
Upholstery 
7.30-9.30 Woodcote                             29.4.03 x 4 wks  £18    
Salad and Vegetable Growing (NEW) 
7.30-9.30pm Woodcote         29.4.03 x 4 wks £18 
Desk Top Publishing (NEW)  
7.30-9.30pm Goring              29.4.03 x 5 wks £25 
 
Wednesday  
Yoga 
9.30 –11.30am Goring              30.4.03 x 10 wks £44 
Felt Making (NEW) 
7.30 – 9.30pm Woodcote          12.3.03 x 5 wks £30 
Introduction to the Alexander Technique (NEW) 
12.30 – 2.30pm Woodcote        30.4.03 x 4 wks £18 
Introduction to Computing (NEW) 
7.30-9.30pm Woodcote             7.5.03 x 6 wks £35 
Swimming for Fitness 
7.00-8.00pm Woodcote                        30.4.03 x 10 wks £48 
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Enjoy Swimming 
8.00-8.30pm Woodcote             30.4.03 x 10 wks £25 
Improve your Swimming 
8.30-9.00pmWoodcote              30.4.03 x 10 wks £25 
Read a Book a Fortnight 
7.30 – 9.30pm   Woodcote         30.4.03 x 5 wks £22 
Indian Head Massage (NEW) 
10am – 4pm Woodcote               11.6.03 x 1 wk £17 
 
Thursday 
Music Fun for Under 5s (three half hour alternative sessions) 
9.20-9.50am or10.00-10.30am         1.5.03 x 10 wks £14 
or 10.40—11.10am Goring 
 
Over 40s Fitness 
8.00-9.30pm Goring                1.5.03 x10 wks £32 
 
Lane Swimming on Thursday     
8.00-8.30pm or 8.30.- 9.00pm    1.5.03 x10 wks £27. 
Woodcote 
 
Course places are allocated on first come, first served basis 
 
 
Spring Thursday Specials    
All 7.30pm – 9pm.  £3.50 each, £6 for two.   Individual illustrated lectures to be held 
in Woodcote Community Centre, Church and Library. 
 
Woodcote, Our Village  
(what have our 3 appraisals discovered?)                                                      6th March 
 
Important Local People in our Local History 
(life and times of previous land owners)                             13th March 
 
St Leonard’s Church  
(the building and the work behind it with our real “Vicar of Dibley”)      20th March 
 
Woodcote Rally – the Inside Story 
(the 40th splendid year of our most important fund raising event)          3rd April 
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Saturday 
Saturday Swimming for Beginners 
9.00-10.00am  Woodcote             3.5.03 x10wks     £53 
British Red Cross First Aid Certificate (NEW) 
9.15am – 4.00pm Woodcote           5.4.03 only           £40 
British Sign Language Saturday (NEW) 
10.00am – 3.00pm Woodcote           7.6.03 only         £16 
A single  informal and fun session to get an idea of using sign language. 
 
For details of any of our courses or to book a place please ring 01491 681359 or call 
in at the Old School House, Woodcote. 
 
 
 

 
Pangbourne and District Bowls Club 
 
At last the time has come around for the start of Outdoor Bowling once again, it has 
been a long, wet, cold winter and, I’m very sorry to say, it has ended on a particularly 
sad note for the Bowling Club and myself.  We have lost one of the most charming 
men I’ve ever played Bowls with – Allan Jones who lived for many years in 
Whitchurch.  Allan was 96. 
 
He was my partner in 1989 when for the first time I bowled a wood.  It was in a two-
woods pairs match and, despite being a totally inexperienced bowler; Allan took me 
under his wing for this match.  He told me how to grip the wood and stood at the 
‘head’ showing me which line to take to the jack.  We reached the semi-finals in the 
Saxon Shield.   Two years later we won it!   I need hardly say through Allan’s skill 
and ability. 
 
Allan at the age of 90, won the Club Championship - the Open Competition, he beat 
Ron Salsbury – who in 2001 won five of the club competitions - in the Final.   It was 
as a mark of respect to Allan that the honours board for that year shows the only 
Christian name on all the honours boards – Allan Jones. 
 
Jack Messenger and his team of beavers have been very busy in getting the green 
ready for the start of the season.   Not only has it been rolled, scarified and raked, but 
also cut – and this after the Green was under water for a long period in the New Year. 
 
This year we have a new President in Mick Drew, a new Captain in Rodney Bracey 
and a new Chairman in Roy Rosekilly.   In all my years at the club Roy has been in 
every post except Ladies Captain!    
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I hope this will be a happy Bowling Season and hopefully I will be able to put in a 
few articles throughout the season letting you know how the club is progressing. 
 
If any resident of Whitchurch would like to join the Bowls Club please give me a ring 
on 0118 941 9437 and I will be delighted to send you an application form.   The 
joining fee is £10 and the membership fee is only £35 per year.  And one thing I can 
promise is that you will have an enjoyable time at the Bowls Club. 

Bill Ayling 
 
 
Walk 3: A lovely local walk to Elvendon Priory (about 3½ miles -1½ 
hours) 
This is a shortened version of a favourite walk of mine and is particularly 
pleasing in springtime when the daffodils and the lambs are out. I will base it 
on The White Lion at Cray’s Pond where I am sure they will not mind you 
parking if you are going to eat and/or drink there after your walk. I parked on 
the verge near the post-box. 
Walk down the pavement towards Goring and with care stay on the right hand 
side of that road until you reach a bridleway on your right (you will see the 
direction sign to ‘Little Heath’). Turn down it and enjoy the drop to Elvendon 
Road and the sudden picture of Elvendon Priory nestling in the valley below 
you. Turn left onto the road and almost immediately right up a chalk path that 
leads uphill below a hedge and alongside the nearby field. When you crest 
the rise the path reaches a crossroad (of paths). Stop to admire the views of 
this lovely valley and then cross over the stile on your left and head 
diagonally to your right to a stile at the bottom of the steep slope.  
Cross over the stile and to your right there is another one on the opposite 
side of the road. Cross over and head uphill through the daffodil strewn 
woodland until you emerge at Park Farm onto the main road to Goring. Cross 
over with extreme care and turn right onto the high level footpath opposite. 
Follow this path (do not wander onto the road) until you reach a bridle path on 
your left, turn left onto it and follow it round keeping left all the way. At one 
point the path appears to split into three, two of these go uphill but your path 
is the left hand less obvious one (follow the left hand hedgerow) until it enters 
and crosses the charming setting of Bottom Farm. Keep on this bridle path up 
through Blackbird’s Bottom until you reach the road leading to Cray’s Pond. 
Cross over with care to find a footpath opposite (slightly to your left) that 
takes you diagonally across the field to reach the road to Goring Heath. Turn 
left and follow this road (again with extreme care) to the crossroads at Cray’s 
Pond and your parked car and your well-earned meal and drink. 
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WHITCHURCH HILL CAMERA CLUB 

 

Our April programme continues to offer a good balance of meetings with all aspects 
of photography being covered. 

Our first meeting, on the 2nd April, features one of the country’s leading wildlife 
photographers, Mike Wilkes FRPS, who will be showing some superb images taken 
in exotic African locations in a show called “Zimbabwe Safari”. 

One week later, we have our annual Natural History competition when our prints and 
slides will be judged by Peter Jackman APAGB who makes a welcome return to our 
Club.  

On the 16th April, we have an evening of press photography when George Walsh 
APAGB from Winchester will be sharing the highlights of a lifelong career snapping 
the rich and famous with many examples of his work in both prints and slides. 

The month’s programme continues one week later with the last of our Print 
Competitions judged by Chris Whiting from Reading and finishes on the 30th April 
with an evening of Audio Visual sequences presented by Peter Harms LRPS from the 
RPS Mid Thames AV Group. 

If you want a good evening out mixing with a friendly crowd for the price of a cup of 
coffee, come along and see us at any of the above meetings. Visitors are asked to pay 
just £1.00 for the evening whilst Club members pay just 75p per meeting. 

Our joining fees are the lowest in the area and there are big reductions for Joint 
Membership, Senior Citizens and Under 21’s. Come down to the Village Hall in 
Whitchurch-on-Thames next Wednesday evening at 8pm and see for yourself what 
we are doing. 

Full details of our Club, including a complete Programme, are available on our 
website, www.whitchurchhillcc.co.uk or you can pick up a printed version from 
Pangbourne or Woodcote Library.  
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In Memoriam:-   Mrs J. Newton of Hillside, Whitchurch. 
 
Janet Newton  passed away on March 1st.  A service to commemorate her life 
was held on Monday March 10th at Saint John’s Church, Whitchurch Hill.   
She will be much missed by her family and many friends. 
 
Anyone wishing to make a donation should send it to the Sue Ryder Home at 
Nettlebed. 
 
Also:   Mr Terry Mott, of Manor Road  who passed away on March 8th. 
 
 
 
 
 

THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE BULLETIN will be published in May 2003. 
Please send your contributions preferably by e-mail to 

sarah@pongo.freeserve.co.uk or on disc. 
Formats can be Word (.doc) or text (.txt or .rtf) or PagePlus (.ppp).  

Other formats by arrangement 
Alternatively you can send hard copy to the Editor: 

Sarah Butterworth, The Little House, High Street, Whitchurch on Thames, Reading, 
Berkshire RG8 7EX (0118 984 2922) 

 
 

no later than Wednesday 7th May 2003. 


