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Recycling and waste collections

South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) will be making some changes to
the recycling and waste collections when they renew the waste contract in 2009.
Changes will include a weekly food waste collection, new kerbside collection
of glass and fortnightly residual waste collection. Containers will either be
wheeled bins (collected fortnightly) or green boxes (collected weekly). Some
people are worried about nappy collection but SODC will be addressing this
issue as part of the new contract. The assisted service for elderly and disabled
residents will continue. For more information call 01491 823416 or visit
www.southoxon.gov.uk/wastematerial

Bus service
The bus service 142 wasn't included in Oxfordshire County Council’'s bus
review and will continue as normal.

Hardwick Road parking

The Council agreed that although the ‘no parking’ lines on Hardwick Road
weren't to all resident’s taste the Council had acted on behalf of the majority of
residents that asked for action and that the lines will be less obvious over time.

All village residents are welcome to give comments in the public forum at the
meetings or via a Councillor or the clerk.

Tree warden volunteers needed

South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) is looking for volunteer tree
wardens in the area. The Tree Warden Scheme is a national initiative founded
by the Tree Council. It enables people to play an active role in conserving and
enhancing their local trees and woodlands. Tree Wardens are volunteers who
have an interest in the trees in their local environment. They do not have to be
tree experts because on-going training will be provided by SODC. Tree
Wardens will actas the ‘eyes and ears’ of the Council's Forestry &
Countryside section within the local community and their roles will involve



gathering information

protecting trees

informing the Council of threats to trees

helping to ensure compliance with Tree Preservation Orders and

planning consents

report vandalism to newly planted trees

X look out fortrees showing signs of disease or becoming dangerous
through decay

X community liaison / involvement

X X X X

X

For more information contact Paula Havlin on 01491 823127 or emalil
paula.havlin@southoxon.gov.uk

Bike theft

There was an incident in December where a bike was stolen from a front garden
in Swanston Field. The parish council wishes to remind everyone to keep an
eye on their property and to report any suspicious activity to the police. For

more information on theft prevention lookvatvw.thamesvalley.police.uk

Overhanging trees

There have been some reports about overhanging trees in Hardwick Road and
near the Ferryboat Inn. Oxfordshire County Council has been contacted and
they are sending an officer to the area to assess the trees.

The next Parish Council meeting is on Monday' March at 8pm, in the
village hall. For more information on parish council issues please email the
clerk atclerk@whitchurchonthames.coon write to 24 Robertsfield, Thatcham,
Berkshire RG19 3TW.

WOODCOTE LIBRARY

We hope that all those who came for a taster session on the People's
Network computers enjoyed getting to grips with the technology. If
there is a demand for it we will do another session - please let us know.
We're always glad to help and advise as far as we can. Monday
evenings are good for this as there are two staff on duty. Book any time
at the desk, or by phone.

After you've recovered from the festive season, read all the books
you've been given as presents, and taken down the decorations January
can seem very dull. Don't forget that the library has a constant supply
of new books and DVDs, so come in and visit us.

Happy New Year!



New Year’s Day Village Walk

Promptly at 11 am as planned Eric Hartley set off up Whitchurch Hill with the
lead walkers. We had no idea how many would take part but thought 50 would
be a pleasing turnout. In fact 80 walkers were counted leaving the Greyhound
and we know that others joined in later. Many children participated plus a few
family dogs.

The weather was overcast but dry. The view of the Thames as one emerges
from Hardwick woods, though not crystal clear, could still be appreciated.

The first group reached the Greyhound only a few minutes after 1 pm, the
planned arrival time. Hot soup and rolls were served by Stuart as arranged.

All in all, the occasion was counted a great success and will be repeated next
year.

Thanks are due to Eric Hartley, Peter Smith, Mike Scott and Anne Tuckwell for
the time they put in planning the event and thereby ensuring its success.

Fuller coverage of the event, including photos, will be included in the Spring
issue of our Newsletter. If anyone has photos which would help record and
promote the walk, please send them to the newsletter editor, Helen Beadsworth,
email addreskelen.keith@Ilegalservices.gov.uk

lan Bruce
Secretary, on behalf of the Whitchurch Society

Learning Through Play



THE WHITCHURCH SOCIETY

Art & Craft Exhibition

17" — 18™ November 2007

Yet again, the Exhibition continued the long tradition (begun way back in 1978)
of bringing together the lovely work produced by the Whitchurch and Goring
Heath communities for everyone’s enjoyment. There were 149 entries
representing a wide range of skills in fine and applied arts and photography. It
was particularly pleasing to note that there were more Junior Craft entries this
time, which made the whole Junior area of the exhibition very lively and
interesting.

The prize-giving ceremony was introduced by Peter Smith, Chairman of the
Society, and the cups and prizes were presented by Tony Voysey, the Society’s
President. The Whitchurch Cup for Craft was awarded to Suzanne O’Sullivan
for her charming silver pendant. The Orford Cup for Art was won by Stephen
Trinder for his thought-provoking multi-media piece entitled ‘Madrid Bombing
2004’. Mike Holland was awarded the CPL Cup for Photography for his very
atmospheric view of Pangbourne Meadows during the July floods called ‘A
Break in the Storm’.

For the best first time entry, Betty Hartley was awarded the Butterworth Cup
for her stunning photograph ‘Autumn Walking’. George Mattimoe won the

Chairman’s Cup for his most accomplished and accurate ‘Self Portrait’. The
theme for the ‘open class’ Joyce Voysey Prize was ‘Food’ and was won this
year by Lorna Woolhouse with her delightful miniature representation of ‘The
Teddy Bears’ Picnic’.

The entries by the younger residents of the villages never fail to entertain and
Impress with their imagination and talent. The overall awards for best entries
were won by Charlotte Rogers (under 7 yrs), Isobel Heath (7-10 yrs), Billy
Huntington (11-14yrs) and Lorna Woolhouse (15-18yrs). The Junior
Photography class was won for the second year running by Eleanor Hardwick.

The Popular Vote was again very well supported, giving visitors a chance to
make their own selection of a favourite exhibit. It was a close-run vote but
Andrew Crawford was a very well-deserved winner with his impressive



painting ‘Morning’.  For the full details of all the winners and runners-up, do
visit the websiteWww.wotarts.co.uk

We were very pleased to have two demonstrators at work on the Saturday —
Sarah Dixon, very skilfully showing the progressive stages of quilt-making, and
Lorna, demonstrating miniature work in fimo clay (which turned into an
impromptu workshop for the children!). | would like to thank them both for
their enjoyable contributions to the exhibition.

The three local schools — Whitchurch Pre-School Group, Whitchurch Primary
and the Oratory Preparatory — all put on enthusiastic and eye-catching displays
of art and craft work, which added colour and interest to the Hall.

| should like to say a hugEHANK YOU to everyone who contributed to the
Exhibition — to my sub-committee friends Jill Bradon, Sarah Dixon and Kate
Preston, without whom it just wouldn’'t happen; to the excellent judges and
demonstrators; to the many residents who worked so hard setting up and
dismantling the exhibition; to the Whitchurch Society committee for their
continuing support ensuring the smooth running over the weekend; and finally
and most importantly, to all the exhibitors themselves.

Jill, Sarah and | are now standing down from the Sub-Committee and next year
it will be master-minded by Kate Preston together with Paula Moore and Sue
Rapley. | am sure you will all continue to support the Exhibition
enthusiastically to keep the long tradition alive and | wish the new team every
success. | have thoroughly enjoyed the past 6 years ‘at the helm’ — the
satisfaction of seeing the Exhibition all set up and ready for judging on the
Friday evening is worth all the planning and panicking beforehand!

Sally Woolhouse
Chair of the Art & Craft Sub-Committee (retired)



The Village Plan

The Plan project is now well under way and it is
keeping the Plan Steering Committee very busy.
The objective is to collect as many comments
and opinions from Villagers as possible. The
resulting report will then be derived from them.

The grant from the Oxfordshire Rural
Community Council is now available. This has
financed the Village Party and will enable us to
proceed with further consultative events. To
coin a phrase, “Watch this space....”

Village Arts and Crafts Exhibition

The Steering Committee considers that the stand at the Arts and Crafts
Exhibition was a real success. Many people came to talk to us and we collected
over sixty sets of three “post-it” notes. The map showing where the “post-it
note” writers came from indicated an even spread over the village. In terms of
age, teens and under had very little representation but otherwise our impression
Is that the spread was good. The exception was the Manor Road area and we
hope to hear from more Manor Road people in due course.

Analysis of the notes indicated that predominant concerns were about traffic
problems and the tolls for the bridge. This makes a good base for the
information collection, but the committee would like to broaden the issues.

For example, (as an attempt to provoke other examples) although there is no
obvious possibility of infill within the village boundary, the pressures for more
building means that we should have an opinion about building beyond the
current limits. What about bus services? Is anyone concerned that new
building on the south side of Eastfield Lane might alter the way the more
northerly land drains to the river? Someone is killed every few years on the
bend at the top of the hill going north from the Village. Should we push for
something to be done about it?

The Village Party

We moved on to our next activity designed to get people to put their ideas
forward. There is just time before the Bulletin dead line for a few notes. Both
the first and the second session were very well attended. The second session
would have been overcrowded if the entertainer had not kept forty children
enthralled.



The children were very
welcome of course, bu _=;
particularly so because th*
mums and dads came (o=
For a whole hour no little |
head turned away. While th
children were absorbed ifz
whack- the-rabbit, their \;
parents wrote notes. g

The “post-it" note total looksis
as if it will be several
hundred, so there is no chan
of any instant analysis. BL
we already know that ther
are a lot of ideas in thos
notes, which is just what we
were hoping for.

The Party was initially intended as a means of consultation. Even at the time of

writing there have been several spin-offs. Some of us have been a little

concerned that the Village as a community was fragmenting. The numbers of

“Oh, Hello”s suggested that activities such as the Party help to reverse that

trend. | was asked several times why we do not have such-and-such a club or
society in the Village. My response each time was that reason was that the
enquirer had not started one yet, and if the Plan Committee can generate the
response they could see around them, they can too!

The Village Hall

The Plan must concern itself with the Village Hall, particularly as its purchase
by the Village is progressing. It is taking its time, but it is happening. What
should we do with it? What will get lots of people to use it. What (practical!)
event would you find you really must attend? Would you help to run it.

The Progress of the Plan

We anticipate that the final form of the Plan will be put together later this year,
probably in the Autumn. In the meantime there will be other events which we
hope will provide information and ideas from sources that are evenly spread
both geographically and over the age groups.

It seems that people consider that Whitchurch Village is a very desirable place
to live. Perhaps this is why house prices are so high here. We want to keep it
as the place where we all want to live. So please keep thinking and we shall be
organising more events at which you can pass those thoughts on to us.



WoTHABS (Whitchurch-on-Thames Habitat Study Group)

Whitchurch-on-Thames Habitat Study Group (WoTHabs) and the Whitchurch
& Goring Heath Climate Change Club invite you to a short talk followed by
small group discussions on

“GREENER EATING”

at Goring Heath Parish Hall on Wed 27" Feb 2008 at Spm.
Guest speaker: Helen Wright (M.Sc. Food Policy, City University)

The food we buy and consume contributes to climate change and environmental
damage. The production, packaging and transportation of food all consume
energy and result in carbon emissions. Please join us to explore how we can all
make changes for the better in our food buying habits - we hope it will be an
interesting and informative meeting. Refreshments will be served. An entry
charge of £1 will be made to cover expenses.

For further details, contact Sally Woolhouse 0118 9844365

Whitchurch and Goring Heath History Society

Dates for the diary - On Thursday January 17th our members' evening
was a "Show and Tell" , where individuals bring along an object of some
historical interest and speak about it for a few minutes. In the past we've
had paintings, commemorative china, maps, and dresses and are
expecting anything from Nan's rolling pin to cigarette cards to old cars!

February's meeting on Thursday 21st is our AGM, and we have Bill King
back to speak about "Yesterday's Runways", a survey of airfields in
Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Wiltshire and the memorials connected with
them. Always well presented and with a wealth of local detail, this is
one not to be missed.

Both meetings take place in Whitchurch Village Hall at 8pm.



THE SECRET LIFE OF FATHER THAMES

The very good response | continue to have from everyone to “Mr Toad’s
Village” has encouraged me to embark on another documentary. This time the
canvass will be broader covering a journey down the Upper Thames from the
source to Pangbourne. Called “The Secret Life of Father Thames” it will look
at the many historical and geographical features along the river which are
often overlooked by boating parties as they travel the river’s length.

For example, who would have thought that seemingly uninspiring collection of
cottages seen from the river at Inglesham hides one of the most remarkable
examples of an ancient English church. There are many other examples of
this “secret” story of the river which | hope will make this documentary, a
fascinating journey of discovery.

With the untiring and enthusiastic help of Peter Woolhouse, | have already
shot a significant amount of footage covering the river from The Thames Head
at Trewesbury Mead to Pangbourne. As with “Toad” it is proving to be a great
learning experience. It seems that every bend and place on this great river
harbours hidden treasures. The problem will be what to leave out not what to
put in.

It may seem strange to finish the journey at Pangbourne, but there is method
in my madness. Firstly, to include the whole river would either make the
documentary far too long or the content to crowded and superficial.
Secondly, | understand that Pangbourne is exactly half way down the
navigable length of the river. Thirdly, it is where Jerome K Jerome and his
two companions (not to mention the dog) in Three Men in A Boat, climbed
aboard the London bound train having been finally defeated by the weather.
All of these factors make it an appropriate point to end this video.

The plan is to have this documentary finished by the late Spring although the
way things pan out there could be some slippage there. In the meantime, |
am looking for a narrator. So if anyone would like to audition for this, please
do not hesitate to contact me on 01189841602 or at
nicholasbrazil@btinternet.com.

Nick Brazil



Goring Heath Parish Charity
Regd. No 1056772

January 2008.

November and December 2007 were busy months for the Charity. The Quiz Night, held or
the 18" of November, was another triumph for Mike Holland's inventive powers as a
guestionnaire! And the three versions of Chilli served with jacket potatoes during the
interval, appeared to fuel the teams to ever-greater heights of competition! The final result
for the places being oh, so very close, with Quiz Team Aguilera just the winners. Thanks
Mike, for all your hard work and more please.

The "Tin Soldier" staged on the ®2Blovember was a complete sell out and a huge
success. A truly enchanting evening, one of the best pre Christmas children's
entertainments we have seen, thoroughly enjoyed by all, | know. On Decéntiber 1
annual Christmas Fayre was held in the Halland this year the organisers, Sally and Chr
Bergmann and Ros Heath very kindly donated all the proceeds of approximately £328, t«
the Charity's funds. Our thanks go to them for their hard work and their generosity.

The up keep of the Hall is ongoing for the Management Committee, so after the work or
the floor was completed, time had to be found for all the “other little jobs" and so this
month was chosen for chair cleaning, “touching up” the damaged paint work and genere
repairs.

But for one job we called in the experts, that of repairing and re-hanging the curtains.
Claire Gray who lives and runs her soft furnishing business in Whitchurch Hill, came to
our rescue and with her team did a fantastic job. Within hours they had repaired and r
hung the curtains making them look as good as new!

We are so grateful for their time and work which they gave at no cost to Goring Heath
Parish Charity. Damage to the curtains is the most recurring major problem in the Hall.
Hirers just seem unable to use the cords supplied at the sides of the curtains to opere
them! The result is severe damage to the curtains and the mecharpteas&al hirers,

do use the cords to draw and open the curtains.



FORTHCOMING EVENTS

FOR ADULTS AND TEENS.

FRIDAY 1> FEBRUARY AT 8PM —
INSTANT Wit,

Barking Productions are back with more jokes, more hilarit
and more audience participation. You can join in or just si
back, enjoy the show and let others do the work!
Tickets should be booked now, phone 0118 9842056

SUNDAY APRIL 6th SPRING GARDENING SHOW

There are classes for art, handicraft, photography, children's work, as well as
the other classes that you would expect in a gardening show — flowers,
vegetables, flower arrangement, baking and  preserves.

We hope the list below will spark your interest in the subjects for the art,
handicratt and photographic sections.

Art

— A flower picture, other than a photograph.
A portrait.
Landscape.

Handicraft _
A decorative handcrafted piece.
A hand knitted article.
A piece of hand embroidery.

The titles for the photographic section are:

1. Sﬁirit of place.
2. The garden in spring.
3. Crowds.

To find out more or read a schedule to see what you couldoérdse call Theresa
Elsome on 0118 984 2056 or come along on the day and enjoy tea and cakes and a
look around the exhis with us.



Whitchurch Hill WI

The members of Whitchurch Hill WI worked really hard in 2007. Cooking all those
scrummy cakes for sale in the Tea Tent which we run at the Village Fete, and supplying
teas at other local venues too. We felt we deserved a treat; so on December 11 2007 we
went to The Sun PH for our Christmas lunch; and what a good decision that was! We
enjoyed a first class meal in excellent company but without any of the work! | think we may
do this again!

We hope to increase the size of our WI this year and already have a number of
prospective new members so we are very much looking forward to their joining us.

When? Our Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month starting at 10.15am.

Where? In Goring Heath Parish Hall.

What happens? You meet friendly people! So if you are new to the area or belonged to
the WI previously and would like to meet people and rejoin, then do come along or
contact me Theresa Elsome on 0118 9842056 and get a copy of our programme.

For our January meeting, we have a talk entitled "The Daughter of the Regiment" an
account of life in Singapore prior to the Second World War and the evacuation during the
war.

On Tuesday February 5th we are going to High Wycombe to the "Chair Museum" which
Is part of the Stewart Linford company. Having seen some of their pieces of furniture,
particularly the chairs it should be an awe-inspiring trip.

On February 19 after our meeting, we are going for our bi- monthly "Pub Lunch", this
one at the New Inn in Kidmore End. So do come and join us, we look forward to meeting
you.

WOODCOTE LIBRARY

February Storytime for 3 to 8 year olds will be on Tuesday 19th February
at 10.30am. It is free, but we need to have an idea of numbers, so
please ask at the desk for details.

There is a small budget to buy books especially for Woodcote branch
library, so please let us know if there are particular authors you think we
should stock, any topics that need covering or any books you have read
that you think others would enjoy.

We are expecting a new selection of "Unclassified" paperback fiction
during the month - that is a shelf of books to suit all tastes. Come in
and have a look!



Barking Productions
presents

Instant wit
Fiday February 1st 2008

AT 8.00PM
GORNG HEATH PARSH HALL

VWHITCHURCH HILL
BARKING PRODUCTIONS ARE BACK
WITH MORE JOKESMIORE HILARITY AND MORE AUDIENCE
PARTICIPATION YOU CAN JOIN IN OR JUST SIT BAGENJOY THE

SHOW AND LET OTHERS DO THE WORK
To book your tickets now
phone 0118 9842056

WHITCHURCH HILL CAMERA CLUB

Our meetings in February start on Wednesday, 6th February when our Chairman, Al:
Copeland LRPS will be presenting Part Two'"dthe Changing Face of Reading".

One week later sees our annual Enprint Competition which, once again, is kindl
sponsored by Jessops.

The third meeting this month takes place on the 20th February when Caroline Colga
LRPS will be judging our Annual Battle against the Wallingford Camera Club.

The last main meeting takes place on the 27th February in which our Digita
Competition Secretary, Frank Loveder recalls a recent experi®¢hiogkking in
Nepal". The monthly Digital Group meeting takes place the following evening.

We meet every Wednesday evening at the Village Hall, Whitchurch-on-Thame:
starting at 8pm.

Further information and a copy of our full Programme are available on our website
www.whitchurchhillcameraclub.co.ukr from Alan Copeland on (01491) 681471.
Copies are also available at Pangbourne or Woodcote Library.




CAB service available at Henley:

Mon,Tue,Thur,Fri: 10am- 1p.m - drop-in service
Pre-booked appointments: Mon,Tues,Wed,Thurs,Fri: 10am — 3pm
(01491 578267)
or telephone for advice: Mon,Tues,Thurs,Fri: 10am-4pm (01491 572129)
also at Woodcote in the Community Centre (Old School House)
Tuesday 10am - 1pm (1%t and 3™ Tuesdays of the month)
Ring 01491 572129 for advice and 01491 578267 for appointments
also at Watlington in the Parish Office (Old School Place) Thursday 10am to
1pm
Ring 01491 572129 for advice and 01491 578267 for appointments.

A client asks:

My elderly father is becoming forgetful and has asked me to take over
managing his financial affairs. The bank told me | would need “power of
attorney” to do this and said | should arrange this now before his
memory gets any worse. How do | go about it.

CAB replies

Your father can create what is known as a lasting power of attorney (LPA).
An LPA is a legal document made using a special form. It allows you to
choose someone you trust to make decisions on your behalf about things
such as property and financial affairs or personal welfare at a time in the
future when you no longer wish to make those decisions or may lack the
mental capacity to make those decisions yourself. You can make an LPA
at any time, but it cannot be used until it has been registered with the Office
of the Public Guardian. LPAs replaced enduring power of attorney (EPA)
on | October, although EPAs already registered before this date are still
valid, and an EPA created before this date can still be registered. If your
father also wants you to be able to make personal welfare decisions on his
behalf he will need to make a separate Personal Welfare LPA. Personal
welfare decisions can only be taken by somebody else when you are
incapable of making them for yourself; for example if you are unconscious
or because of the onset of a condition such as dementia.

For more information details of how to create an LPA go to the website of
the Office of the Public Guardian www.publicquardian.gov.uk, the Citizens
advice website www.citizensadvice.org.uk, or contact your nearest Citizens
Advice Bureau.




NEW IDEA

It has been suggested that in every Bulletin there is a short piece about
one of the Village Societies. This would act as an introduction to new
residents, and a reminder to existing residents of what they are missing!

So for a start here is a resume of the Whitchurch Bridge Club’s
activities.

The Whitchurch Bridge Club was founded about 20 years ago to have a
friendly afternoon of rubber bridge. The Club meets every other
Wednesday afternoon in the Village Hall during the winter months. A
small charge is made in September and January. All members are
given a list of members with their phone numbers so that they can
arrange other games if they wish. It is not necessary to come with a
partner as the tables change after every rubber. It is a relaxed
atmosphere with a break for tea and biscuits.

A Christmas party is held in December following the AGM, with a light
lunch and rubber bridge with prizes. In March a Charity evening is held
which has raised a quite substantial amount for local charities, recently
the Primary School have been the beneficiary, in return for providing a
hot supper.

For further information contact Sue on 01491 68246, Sarah on 984
2922, or Sonia on 9842481



RECYCLING

Aluminium Foil  Bottle tops & Foll

Cans - Clean & Crushed  Primary School
Mobile Phones
Inkjet & Toner Cartridges  tel 984 2828 Primrose Cottage

Stamps Help the Aged
Glass Bottles and Jars The Village Hall Car Park
Spectacles Boat House Surgery or

Alison Michael
Cardboard, papers, plastics (not polystyrene),

tins & cans Green Box on dustbin day
Cans, bottles, books, clothes,
magazines, shoes etc Savacentre Car Park

The Refuse Centre at Oakley Wood, Crowmarsh Gifford, has facilities for the
disposal of: household items, metal, plastic, bottles, paper, batteries, engine oil and
green waste.

Any queries call Public Amenities on tel:- 01491 823416

DIARY DATES
FEBRUARY
1% “Instant Wit" at Goring Heath
21% History Society Meeting
27" WOTHABS meeting “Greener Eating”

Contributions welcome for this column if anyone knows of a date that would be of
interest to the village.

THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE BULLETIN will be published in MARCH 2008.
Please send your contributions preferably by e-mail to
Sarah.pongo@talktalk.net by 6™ MARCH 2008

Views of individual contributors are the views of those contributors,
and are not necessarily the views of the Parish Council, or the editor.
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